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The story of Pecola Breedlove profiles an eleven-year-old African-American girl growing up in
an America that values blue-eyed blondes and the tragedy that results from her longing to be
accepted.
Winner of the 2016 IPPY Award Gold Medal for Home & Garden 40 down-to-earth ideas for
inspired garden crafts, including containers, handmade gifts, outdoor lighting, holiday
decorations, and more. Blending the pleasures of gardening with the joys of crafting, Garden
Made showcases over forty projects to adorn your garden, beautify your home, or give as gifts.
Following the natural cycle of the garden in all its seasons—yes, even winter!—these gardeninspired projects, made by hand and finished with finesse, are the perfect way to express your
love of the garden in fresh ways. With full step-by-step instructions, as well as gardening tips
and advice, Garden Made will inspire seasoned and novice gardeners, and everyone in
between.
The ideal book for urban gardeners, indoor gardeners, and vegetable gardeners, Container
Gardening Complete is a thorough visual guide that will get you growing quickly! Whether you
are growing vegetables, fruits, or flowers on an apartment balcony; creating a small vegetable
garden for personal use; or decorating steps and walkways, Container Gardening Complete
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has everything you need to know to be successful. The methods described in this book are
foolproof and easy to follow, with step-by-step directions and photographs, scalable projects
for differing needs, and many great ideas for upscaled containers from things you have around
your home. You’ll get to know the ins and outs of gardening in a small space, from the
importance of drainage, irrigation, and other watering concerns to ornamental combinations of
plants, and the very best vegetables, fruits, and nonedibles for container gardening. This is the
best, most complete book on the market for container gardening.
In this companion volume to the bestselling The Midwestern Native Garden: Native
Alternatives to Nonnative Flowers and Plants, Charlotte Adelman and Bernard L. Schwartz
offer another indispensible guide to replacing nonnative plants with native alternatives. This
time, their subject is the native woody species that are the backbone of our gardens and
landscapes. Among other ecological benefits, native shrubs and trees provide birds and
butterflies with vital food and reproductive sites that nonnative species cannot offer. And they
tend to be hardier and easier to maintain. The authors provide a comprehensive selection of
native woody alternatives that, season by season, provide effects similar to those of nonnative
shrubs and trees used for ornamental purposes and shade. These plants are suitable for all
garden styles, provide blooms and fall color, and have the same cultivation requirements as
their nonnative counterparts. Nature notes alert readers to the native species’ unique
ecological roles. Unlike other gardening guides, Midwestern Native Shrubs and Trees goes
beyond mere suggestion to provide gardeners with the tools they need to make informed,
thoughtful choices. Knowing which native species to plant for desired effects empowers
landscapers and gardeners to take on a greater role in protecting our midwestern environment.
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The Study of Plants in a Whole New Light “Matt Candeias succeeds in evoking the wonder of
plants with wit and wisdom.” ?James T. Costa, PhD, executive director, Highlands Biological
Station and author of Darwin's Backyard #1 New Release in Nature & Ecology, Plants, Botany,
Horticulture, Trees, Biological Sciences, and Nature Writing & Essays In his debut book,
internationally-recognized blogger and podcaster Matt Candeias celebrates the nature of
plants and the extraordinary world of plant organisms. A botanist’s defense. Since his early
days of plant restoration, this amateur plant scientist has been enchanted with flora and the
greater environmental ecology of the planet. Now, he looks at the study of plants through the
lens of his ever-growing houseplant collection. Using gardening, houseplants, and examples of
plants around you, In Defense of Plants changes your relationship with the world from the
comfort of your windowsill. The ruthless, horny, and wonderful nature of plants. Understand
how plants evolve and live on Earth with a never-before-seen look into their daily drama.
Inside, Candeias explores the incredible ways plants live, fight, have sex, and conquer new
territory. Whether a blossoming botanist or a professional plant scientist, In Defense of Plants
is for anyone who sees plants as more than just static backdrops to more charismatic life
forms. In this easily accessible introduction to the incredible world of plants, you’ll find: •
Fantastic botanical histories and plant symbolism • Passionate stories of flora diversity and
scientific names of plant organisms • Personal tales of plantsman discovery through the study
of plants If you enjoyed books like The Botany of Desire, What a Plant Knows, or The Soul of
an Octopus, then you’ll love In Defense of Plants.
This book was written for those individuals who are concerned about the techniques and
practices of plant cell cultures for horticultural crops. It was designed to serve as a text and
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reference for students and professionals in ornamental horticulture, fruit and vegetable crop
pro duction, botany, forestry, and other areas of plant science. Research during the last twentyfive years in the area of plant tissue culture has led to many developments and changes in this
field. Al though the techniques involved in the manipulation of plant tissue culture are now
relatively straightforward, the presentation of these techniques in a short volume for the
beginner in the field is generally unavailable. In addition to describing the techniques for
establishment and manipulation of specific species, several chapters in this book also provide
a brief, general review of important cultural parameters. Spe cific protocols and laboratory
procedures may also be found in the appendix. I hope that this presentation of information will
be helpful to those individuals wanting to apply plant tissue culture techniques for horticultural
crops.
Tiny Plants explores the world of miniature houseplants and profiles dozens of itty-bitty foliage
and flowering plants to grow on your windowsill or inside a terrarium.
With her award-winning debut novel, Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was
heralded by the Washington Post Book World as the “21st century daughter” of Chinua
Achebe. Now, in her masterly, haunting new novel, she recreates a seminal moment in modern
African history: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to establish an independent republic in Nigeria
during the 1960s. With the effortless grace of a natural storyteller, Adichie weaves together the
lives of five characters caught up in the extraordinary tumult of the decade. Fifteen-year-old
Ugwu is houseboy to Odenigbo, a university professor who sends him to school, and in whose
living room Ugwu hears voices full of revolutionary zeal. Odenigbo’s beautiful mistress,
Olanna, a sociology teacher, is running away from her parents’ world of wealth and excess;
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Kainene, her urbane twin, is taking over their father’s business; and Kainene’s English lover,
Richard, forms a bridge between their two worlds. As we follow these intertwined lives through
a military coup, the Biafran secession and the subsequent war, Adichie brilliantly evokes the
promise, and intimately, the devastating disappointments that marked this time and place.
Epic, ambitious and triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is a more powerful, dramatic
and intensely emotional picture of modern Africa than any we have had before.

Offers guidelines in the selection, cultivation, care, propagation, and grooming various
varieties of these popular house plants
When you suspect you have a pest or disease in your plant room you need to know
what to do about it and fast! This book was written with that in mind. Alls pests, insects
and disease of the African violet and how to treat them are included. Usually it is
enjoyable to raise the lovely African violet hybrids available today. But at times it seems
African violets and other gesneriads have more pests than any other in the plant
kingdom. Armed and forewarned you have a good chance to conquer any of these
pests or diseases that sometimes daunt us.
This updated edition contains new chapters on "baby" vegetables and the modern easy
ways to grow food crops. There is an enlarged chapter on herbs, with details of new
varieties which have appeared in the past few years.
Fairy gardens are enjoying an astonishing surge in popularity and now you can begin
making your own enchanting miniature landscapes, complete with pint-sized
accessories, diminutive plants, and quaint fairy figures. Gardeners Julie Bawden-Davis
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and Beverly Turner provide you with step-by-step instructions for creating a magical
garden that will attract Thumbelina herself! Learn how to design, plant, accessorize,
and care for your very own small corner of the world by following seven simple steps,
including choosing the perfect container, planting luxurious pint-sized plants, decorating
with properly scaled accessories, and telling a story through the delicate fairies you
choose to inhabit your magical wonderland. Included are full-color photographs
showcasing various types of fairy gardens and accessories, which are sure to inspire
the designer in you! And best of all, these perennial gardens are perfect for the busy
gardener, as they require less than ten minutes per week to maintain—this could be your
new favorite hobby! For the inner child in us all, Fairy Gardening is sure to enchant both
the novice and the experienced gardener who wishes to stir up Lilliputian flights of
fancy.
Shows the most common varieties of African violets and gloxinias, lists their care
requirements, and explains how they can be propagated
Do you wish there was a way to save your African violet from inevitable death? Or
wonder if there are any tips to encourage them into flowering? Do you know for sure
what is happening to them? I know the feeling when you've just acquired your first
African violet plant from a well-known garden center with a lovely purple bloom. Or
maybe they were sent to you as gifts or you inherited them from a loved one. You really
enjoy watching them grow and flower. It's a great sentimental feeling. Until one day,
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you notice that your African violet looks miserable! The new leaves under the flower's
crown seems to dry or they've started losing their color and turning brown. The once
lovely classic purple blooms are looking droopy and withering fast - and it looks really
bad. Is there any way to save the plants at this point? You wonder: You know you have
to do something about it. So, you result to visiting gardening forums for the muchneeded advice and encouragement. Sure, you get some suggestions. Some help you
save some plants but for the rest, death is inevitable. And it becomes a dreaded vicious
cycle before you decide these darn little plants are so temperamental and quit
altogether. It's not your fault. How could you know what is happening? You've done
everything right; you've followed all the advice you could get but still no hope for your
Saintpaulias. Besides, how could you succeed if the advice you've been receiving has
been extremely vague. For instance, you're told to avoid too little or too much light. If
you're a flower gardening beginner, what does this really mean? It doesn't have to be
this way. Don't get held back again with your gardening passion. And more so, your
love for the most popular indoor plant in the world - the African violet. All you have to do
right now is get: The African violet Bible: How to Grow Saintpaulias that Bloom 365
Days a Year (Indoor Flower Gardening Book) Finally! An African violet book that is indepth enough to help you keep your indoor plants in top shape. Are you a beginner
looking for the basics of growing amazing indoor saintpaulias? Or you're an advanced
African violet enthusiast and want to take your game to the next level? Have you been
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growing these houseplants since you were a child, but they always inevitably died as
you didn't keep up the proper care regime? Then you need to get a copy of The African
violet Bible. This book is not only packed with practical information, but plenty of photos
and illustrations to help you understand important concepts. While getting this book is
one of the smartest moves you'll make today, it won't solve all your gardening problems
neither will it transform you into an overnight green thumb. How much you succeed will
depend on how much you're willing to do. Still with me? Here's a brief overview of
what's covered in the book: All the growing basics (this alone is enough to transform
your craft) How to force blooming by using a framework I developed called the Ball
Rolling Technique (No more 'too little or too much light stuff' - you'll know exactly how
much light is required to trigger Florigen (a hormone responsible for flowering).
Watering African violets is a controversial subject - the facts and watering techniques
have been covered. How to save your indoor plants from inevitable death by mastering
the 'Pest and Disease Triangle, ' and much more. By purchasing this book, you're on
your way to achieving phenomenal results in houseplants gardening. Scroll up to the
top of the page and hit the BUY NOW
Organic Gardening For Dummies, 2nd Edition shows readers the way to ensure a
healthy harvest from their environmentally friendly garden. It covers information on the
newest and safest natural fertilizers and pest control methods, composting, cultivation
without chemicals, and how to battle plant diseases. It also has information on updated
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equipment and resources. It helps readers plant organically year-round, using herbs,
fruits, vegetables, lawn care, trees and shrubs, and flowers. The tips and techniques
included in Organic Gardening For Dummies, 2nd Edition are intended to reduce a
garden's impact on both the environment and the wallet.
Orchids can bloom year after year. In this essential guide, Bruce Rogers, "The Orchid
Whisperer", shares his expert tips from more than three decades of breeding and
growing orchids. The book demystifies the growing process and features more than 100
lush color photographs of breathtaking plants. Best of all, it reveals professional secrets
not found anywhere else for blooming, repotting, spotting hazards and pests, grooming,
decorating, and much more. Perfect for beginners as well as orchid experts looking for
new tricks, The Orchid Whisperer provides everything readers need to know to keep
healthy orchids that will flower again and again!
It's time for plant lovers to dust off their houseplants, update their image, and discover
just how exciting, trendy, and crucial plants can be in the home. The Unexpected
Houseplant, by renowned plant authority Tovah Martin, isn't your typical, old-fashioned,
dowdy houseplant book. Martin's approach is revolutionary—picture brilliant spring bulbs
by the bed, lush perennials brought in from the garden, quirky succulents in the kitchen,
even flowering vines and small trees growing beside an easy chair. Martin brings an
evangelist's zeal to the task of convincing homeowners that indoor plants aren't just a
luxury—they're a necessity. In addition to design flair, houseplants clean indoor air,
Page 9/19

Download Free You Can Grow African Violets The Official Guide Authorized
By The African Violet Society Of America Inc
which can be up to ten times more polluted. Along with loads of visual inspiration,
readers will learn how to make unusual selections, where to best position plants in the
home, and valuable tips on watering, feeding, grooming, pruning, and troubleshooting,
season by season.
Have you ever killed an African violet? Kent and Joyce Stork killed their first violet too!
They soon mastered the skills for growing the plant and eventually wrote for the African
Violet Magazine, the official publication of the African Violet Society of America, Inc. for
over ten years. Their column For Beginners explained the basic elements of growing
violets in an entertaining and straightforward way that anyone could understand. Now
these columns have been adapted and edited to provide even the most novice grower
with a step-by-step guide, whether the goal is simply to keep violets alive or to exhibit
the plants in competitive shows.
“If you want to grow plants indoors, you need this book.” —Niki Jabbour, author and
staff writer at savvygardening.com Gardening Under Lights is a highly-detailed,
accessible guide for seed starters, plant collectors, houseplant fans, and anyone who
wants to successfully garden indoors any time of the year. You’ll learn the basics of
photosynthesis, the science of light, how to accurately measure how much light a plant
needs, and details about the most up-to-date tools and gear available. Also included
are tips and techniques for helping ornamental plants (like orchids, succulents, bonsai,
and more) and edible plants (arugula, cannabis, oregano, tomatoes, and more) thrive
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indoors. Whether you are a vegetable gardener who wants to extend the growing
season, a balcony gardener short on outdoor space, or a specialty plant collector,
Gardening Under Lights is a must-have.
Looking to make your home greener? The most comprehensive and complete guide to
house plants you’ll ever need, take this conveniently compact guide with you the next
time you feel inspired to bring new plants home to help you decide! With plant
descriptions and complete growing and care information per page for 240 popular
species, Pocket Guide to Houseplants will show you everything you need to know to
incorporate plants in your interior design. Containing over 500 color photographs and
illustrations, find inspiration for your home and the perfect plants for any and every
space. Author and garden expert Jack Kramer has written over 100 gardening books
and makes it enjoyable for you to flip through these beautiful pages to see for yourself
all the easy-care possibilities that lie ahead!
In this eloquent plea for compassion and respect for all species, journalist and gardener
Nancy Lawson describes why and how to welcome wildlife to our backyards. Through
engaging anecdotes and inspired advice, profiles of home gardeners throughout the
country, and interviews with scientists and horticulturalists, Lawson applies the broader
lessons of ecology to our own outdoor spaces. Detailed chapters address planting for
wildlife by choosing native species; providing habitats that shelter baby animals, as well
as birds, bees, and butterflies; creating safe zones in the garden; cohabiting with
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creatures often regarded as pests; letting nature be your garden designer; and
encouraging natural processes and evolution in the garden. The Humane Gardener fills
a unique niche in describing simple principles for both attracting wildlife and peacefully
resolving conflicts with all the creatures that share our world.
Have you ever had a question on how to grow African violets but could not find the
answer? Now your dilemma is solved and you will be able to quickly find the information
for which you are looking. With this book in your hands you will no longer have to guess
when it comes to growing beautiful African violets, crowned with dozens of gorgeous
blossoms. The primary theme of Mel Robey’s third book on African violets is: Getting
Back to the Basics. The reader will find answers to 250 of the most common questions
the author has been asked since the publication of his first book on these popular
houseplants. He combines a unique knowledge of horticulture with an easy to
understand writing style. 250 Questions and their answers are covered in ten chapters
Chapter 1 Introduction Chapter 2 Getting To Know Your Plants Chapter 3 Plant Food
Essential For Healthy Plants Chapter 4 Potting Mixtures: Key To Being Successful
Chapter 5 Containers For Growing Beautiful African Violets Chapter 6 Proper Watering
Techniques Important Chapter 7 Those Ugly Pests: Insects, Diseases, and Other
Unsightly Problems Chapter 8 Propagation Is Easy Chapter 9 The Environment Around
Your Plants Chapter 10 Light: Its Role In A Plant’s Life Glossary You will find answers
to questions such as: •What can be done to solve the problem after a white, salty crust
Page 12/19

Download Free You Can Grow African Violets The Official Guide Authorized
By The African Violet Society Of America Inc
has formed on the potting soil surface and rim of the pot? •Does the type of fertilizer I
use have any influence on how well my African violets bloom? •Are there any simple
ways to sterilize my potting mixture? •If you could pick one problem that causes African
violets the most trouble, what would it be? •Why are the flower buds on my African
violet dropping off before they open? This is very discouraging!
Learn the secrets of growing African violets indoors from a grower with over thirty years
of experience.
With this book in your hands you will no longer have to guess when it comes to growing
beautiful African violets, crowned with dozens of gorgeous blossoms.The primary
theme of Mel Robey's third book on African violets is: Getting Back to the Basics. The
reader will find answers to 250 of the most common questions the author has been
asked since the publication of his first book on these popular houseplants. He combines
a unique knowledge of horticulture with an easy to understand writing style.
For indoor gardeners everywhere, Darryl Cheng offers a new way to grow healthy house
plants. He teaches the art of understanding a plant’s needs and giving it a home with the right
balance of light, water, and nutrients. After reading Cheng, the indoor gardener will be far less
the passive follower of rules for the care of each species and much more the confident, active
grower, relying on observation and insight. And in the process, the plant owner becomes a
plant lover, bonded to these beautiful living things by a simple love and appreciation of nature.
The New Plant Parent covers all of the basics of growing house plants, from finding the right
light, to everyday care like watering and fertilizing, to containers, to recommended species.
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Cheng’s friendly tone, personal stories, and accessible photographs fill his book with the same
generous spirit that has made @houseplantjournal, his Instagram account, a popular source of
advice and inspiration for thousands of indoor gardeners.
The international bee crisis is threatening our global food supply, but this user-friendly field
guide shows what you can do to help protect our pollinators. The Xerces Society for
Invertebrate Conservation offers browsable profiles of 100 common flowers, herbs, shrubs,
and trees that support bees, butterflies, moths, and hummingbirds. The recommendations are
simple: pick the right plants for pollinators, protect them from pesticides, and provide abundant
blooms throughout the growing season by mixing perennials with herbs and annuals! 100
Plants to Feed the Bees will empower homeowners, landscapers, apartment dwellers — anyone
with a scrap of yard or a window box — to protect our pollinators.
African Violets: Gifts from Nature-The Series Book One In 1892 while on an evening stroll with
his fiance in East Africa, Baron Walter von Saint Paul discovered an unusual plant with delicate
purple flowers growing along a stream on his plantation. Legend has it that he picked a
bouquet and presented it to his fiance, staring the world's love affair with the African violet.
Today, this plant is indeed the most popular indoor flowering plant grown by gardeners and
plant enthusiasts around the world. Whether your goal is to enjoy beautifully flowering African
violets in your home, to become an expert grower of these lovely plants, or to develop a
deeper understanding of how the plants function, a series of three books are being written to
meet your needs. The Series provides you with an authoritative guide, taking you through all
the steps necessary for growing elegant African violets and at the same time explaining to you
the secrets of why the plants respond to the various growing practices used daily in their care.
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When writing about African violets, Melvin J. Robey's expertise, pragmatism, humor and love
of the subject are clearly evident. The reader will find down-to-earth, up-to-date information in
this first of three books in The Series of African Violets: Gifts from Nature. Your African violets
won't flower? In this book eight common problems are explored, exposing the secrets to having
plants whose crowning glory of blossoms tells everyone you are the superhero of the African
violet world. You will also enjoy 44 dazzling color photographs and illustrations, along with
several black and white illustrations. A unique chapter on the history of the African violet plant
allows the reader to explore the fascinating story of how this spectacular houseplant has
captured the imagination of plant-olgists worldwide. For more information on African Violets:
Gifts from Nature--The Series visit www.africanvioletbooks.com.
This A-to-Z guide illuminates the numerous health benefits of 50 common, easy-to-grow
houseplants along with detailed care instructions and beautiful illustrations of each plant. With
plant-scaped rooms popping up all over Pinterest, style blogs, and home décor magazines,
houseplants are the hottest home accessory right now—and for good reason. Plants are a quick
and easy way to add life, color, and texture to any indoor space. But houseplants offer so
much more than just visual interest to a room. They can purify the air, reduce stress, improve
sleep—and much more! Houseplants for a Healthy Home explains the specific health and
wellness benefits of 50 common, easy-to-grow, and popular houseplants, while introducing you
to new favorites bound to brighten your life. You will find an A-to-Z guide of a variety of the
plants that includes a beautiful illustration of each plant, along with the plant’s health benefits
and clear, detailed care instructions. Let Houseplants for a Healthy Home lead you to a life in
full bloom.
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This book contains all the information needed to grow beautiful African violets. It also tells how
to duplicate those you like and how to develop new varieties that are all your own.
You Can Grow African VioletsiUniverse
A complete and thorough update for a successful guide, originally reprinted nine times. An
authoritative guide to success with these supposedly difficult plants, with clear, practical advice
from Britain's leading African Violet specialist. Completely free of technical jargon, and
illustrated with superb colour photographs, African Violets will fire would-be collectors with
enthusiasm and give encouragement to those who have previously found them difficult to
grow.
The complete book of African-violets.

South Africa–born Marie Viljoen captures the hearts of her readers as she blogs about
cooking and gardening on her tiny 66-square-foot terrace in Brooklyn. Named one of
the top 10 gardening blogs by Apartment Therapy and the Discovery Channel, 66
Square Feet has also been covered in the New York Times. The book draws the reader
into Viljoen’s beautiful world of unfolding city seasons as she forages through New
York City and harvests from her garden to create elegant and inspiring meals that
encourage the reader to pause and savor life. Each chapter is a month, and ends in the
kitchen, with a menu inspired by her terrace and roof gardens, farmer’s markets, and
the occasional weed. Set against a backdrop of growing up in South Africa and moving
to the United States, meeting her French husband, and finding a culinary and emotional
home in Brooklyn, Viljoen’s book is a love letter to living seasonally in the most famous
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city on the planet. Praise for 66 Square Feet “The book is easy to love. The photos are
alluring, the typography and graphics are charming and the menus, divided by month,
offer beautiful, seasonal delights.” —San Jose Mercury News
Secrets and half-truths. These litter Renia Baranczka's past, but the city of Paris had
offered an escape and the refuge of her dream job. The specialty plant shop kept her
busy, but also had brought her to a new friend, Alain. His presence buffered the guilt
that kept her up at night, dwelling on the endless replays of what happened to her
sister. All too suddenly, the City of Light seems more sinister when Alain turns up dead.
His demise threatens every secret Renia holds dear, including the rare plant hidden in
the shop's tiny nook. It emits a special fragrance that can erase a person's
memory--and perhaps much more than that. As Renia races to figure out the extent of
the plant's powers, she's confronted by figures from her past who offer a proposal she
can't outright refuse. Bit by bit, she descends into a menacing underworld of black
market mobsters, navigating threats and fending off abuse to protect the safe peaceful
life she's worked so hard for in Paris. Desperate to outwit her enemies, Renia
maneuvers carefully, knows one wrong move will destroy not only the plant, but the
lives of her and her sister.
Provides extensive information on all aspects of growing this popular house plant.
Definitive gardening advice - along with a story or two - for the novice or expert from
one of the nation's most-trusted, and Grumpy, sources. Gardeners from across the
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country have turned to Southern Living Senior Garden Editor Steven Bender - known
affectionately as "The Grumpy Gardener" - for his keen knowledge and gardening knowhow with equal doses sarcasm and sidesplitting humor for nearly 35 years. Finally, the
collected wit and wisdom of the magazine's most irreverent and beloved columnist can
be found in a single A - Z volume, providing gardeners from coast-to-coast with his
valuable tips for planting, troubleshooting, and growing flowers, vegetables, shrubs,
trees and more, all delivered in his signature cantankerous style. Sidebars throughout
the book - "Ask Grumpy" - help readers tackle common garden problems ("How do I get
ride of little house ants?"), and readers from the past 35 years take part in the book
when Grumpy shares his favorite reader's responses to some of his advice, his favorite
rules for gardening, and Q & A's covering your favorite plants and flowers are all inside.
Additionally, beautiful line-drawings and illustrations throughout make the book as
beautiful to look at as well as entertaining to read. The Grumpy Gardener is sure to
become the most trusted tool in your gardening shed!
Grow in the Dark puts the spotlight on 50 of the best houseplants you can grow in your
dim or dark apartment. Author Lisa Eldred-Steinkopf, known as the Houseplant Guru,
shares the knowledge she’s gained tending to her own personal jungle of over 1,000
houseplants. Having a south-facing window doesn’t always guarantee you the best
light to grow plants—especially if your window faces an alley or a tree-lined street.
What’s the point of growing an urban jungle if tall buildings are blocking all your
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sunshine? This compact guide, designed to look as good on your shelf as it is useful,
will help you learn how to make the most of your light so you can reap the physical and
emotional benefits of living with plants. Detailed profiles include tips on watering your
plants just right, properly potting them, and troubleshooting pests and diseases. You’ll
also learn which plants are safe to keep around your pets. Whether you live in a shady
top-floor apartment or a dungeon-y garden level, this book will help you grow your plant
collection to its healthiest for its Instagram debut.
The African Violet continues to increase in popularity, having developed over the past
50 years from its few hundred varieties to the thousands that exist today in an everincreasing range of color and type. This complete guide includes chapters on the
plant's history, development, and classification, and a wealth of practical information
and advice on propagation, general care, hybridization, and the prevention and
treatment of pests and diseases. Written in a non-technical and readable style, it
explodes the myth that African Violets are difficult to grow and provides the grower with
the know-how to make the most of this delightful and popular plant.
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