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This book explores the daily survival strategies of people within the context of
failed states, flourishing informal economies, legal uncertainty, increased
mobility, and globalization, where many people, who are forced by the
circumstances to be innovative and transnational, have found their niches outside
formal processes and structures. The book provides a thorough theoretical
introduction to the link between labour mobility and informality and comprises
convincing case studies from a wide range of post-socialist countries. Overall, it
highlights the importance of trust, transnational networks, and digital technologies
in settings where the rules governing economic and social activities of mobile
workers are often unclear and flexible.
This book addresses the complex origins of the Ukrainian crisis. It places the
crisis in a longer-term perspective and shows how the domestic political regime
interpreted, balanced and eventually chose between the competing integration
offers of Russia and the EU. It also explores the key implications for Ukraine's
relations with the EU and Russia.
The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), which includes Russia, Kazakhstan,
Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, and Armenia, is a new but substantial regional organization.
Significant achievements include a common external customs tariff, a customs
union and a common labour market: a well-developed institutional environment
has emerged to support and advance these processes, ranging from the
Eurasian Economic Commission and the EAEU Court to the Eurasian
Development Bank and the Eurasian Fund for Stabilization and Development.
This major integration achievement also has several drawbacks and ‘stumbling
stones’—some due to Russia’s dominant position, some due to the authoritarian
nature of political regimes, and some due to dependence on oil and gas exports.
This book presents a detailed qualitative and quantitative assessment of the
Eurasian Economic Union, including the history of Eurasian integration, the
macroeconomy of EAEU member states, an assessment of trade and investment
links, a descriptive analysis of the EAEU Treaty, an analysis of Eurasian
institutions, the sociology of integration, the EAEU’s emerging foreign economic
policy, relations with the EU and China, the EAEU’s position on One Belt One
Road policies, and its mid-term policy agenda. This primer text will be of interest
and value for students, academics and practitioners working in economic policy
and business communities and interested in the history and development of the
Eurasian Economic Union.
The goals of the second volume of the AHDR – Arctic Human Development
Report: Regional Processes and Global Linkages – are to provide an update to
the first AHDR (2004) in terms of an assessment of the state of Arctic human
development; to highlight the major trends and changes unfolding related to the
various issues and thematic areas of human development in the Arctic over the
past decade; and, based on this assessment, to identify policy relevant
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conclusions and key gaps in knowledge, new and emerging Arctic success
stories. The production of AHDR-II on the tenth anniversary of the first AHDR
makes it possible to move beyond the baseline assessment to make valuable
comparisons and contrasts across a decade of persistent and rapid change in the
North. It addresses critical issues and emerging challenges in Arctic living
conditions, quality of life in the North, global change impacts and adaptation, and
Indigenous livelihoods. The assessment contributes to our understanding of the
interplay and consequences of physical and social change processes affecting
Arctic residents’ quality of life, at both the regional and global scales. It shows
that the Arctic is not a homogenous region. Impacts of globalization and
environmental change differ within and between regions, between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous northerners, between genders and along other axes.
This book analyzes the Central Asian economies of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz
Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, from their buffeting by the
commodity boom of the early 2000s to its collapse in 2014. Richard Pomfret
examines the countries’ relations with external powers and the possibilities for
development offered by infrastructure projects as well as rail links between China
and Europe. The transition of these nations from centrally planned to marketbased economic systems was essentially complete by the early 2000s, when the
region experienced a massive increase in world prices for energy and mineral
exports. This raised incomes in the main oil and gas exporters, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan; brought more benefits to the most populous country, Uzbekistan;
and left the poorest countries, the Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan, dependent on
remittances from migrant workers in oil-rich Russia and Kazakhstan. Pomfret
considers the enhanced role of the Central Asian nations in the global economy
and their varied ties to China, the European Union, Russia, and the United
States. With improved infrastructure and connectivity between China and Europe
(reflected in regular rail freight services since 2011 and China’s announcement
of its Belt and Road Initiative in 2013), relaxation of United Nations sanctions
against Iran in 2016, and the change in Uzbekistan’s presidency in late 2016, a
window of opportunity appears to have opened for Central Asian countries to
achieve more sustainable economic futures.
Regional Integration and Future Cooperation Initiatives in the Eurasian Economic
UnionIGI Global
This book, "Education Systems Around the World", is a collection of reviewed
and relevant research chapters that offer a comprehensive overview of recent
developments in the field of social sciences and humanities. The book comprises
single chapters authored by various researchers and edited by an expert active in
the field of social studies and humanities. All chapters are unique but are united
under a common research study topic. This publication aims to provide a
thorough overview of the latest research efforts by international authors on social
studies and humanities, and open new possible research paths for further novel
developments.
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The Eurasian continent, which has for over a century lagged behind in global
markets, is currently gaining economic and political momentum. This book
investigates emerging economic linkages in the area, examining the factors
shaping this integration, the benefits and risks involved, and the future of these
states on the global stage.
This book facilitates exchanges between scholars and researchers from around the
world on China-Eurasia relations. Comparing perspectives and methodologies, it
promotes interdisciplinary dialogue on China’s pivot towards Eurasia, the Belt and
Road initiative, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Beijing’s cooperation and
arguments with India, the EU, Western Balkans and South Caucasus states and the
Sino-Russian struggle for multipolarity and multilateralism in Eurasia. It also researches
digitalization processes in Eurasia, notably it focuses on China's Silk Road and Digital
Agenda of Eurasian Economic Union. Multipolarity without multilateralism is a
dangerous mix. Great power competitions will remain. In the Asian regional system
more multilateral cushions have to be developed. Scholars from different nations
including China, India, Russia, Austria, Armenia, Georgia, United Arab Emirates and
Montenegro introduce their own, independent research, making recommendations on
the developments in China-Eurasia relations, and demonstrating that through joint
discussions it is possible to find ways for cooperation and for ensuring peaceful
coexistence. The book will appeal to policymakers and scholars and students in
Chinese, Eurasian, International and Oriental Studies.
"European Citizenship, although derived from the nationalities of the Member States,
came to play a significant independent role in reforming European constitutionalism in
unanticipated ways by undermining some of the key assumptions underlying the
notions of citizenship, equality and democratic accountability. Instead of lingering
merely as a super- structure atop Member State nationalities, it instead reshuffles the
constitutional basics and not all Europeans emerge as winners as a result"-Though globalization has removed commercial walls between countries and
implemented new international trade policies, trade barriers still exist. Due to the
various political barriers surrounding other countries, the future of world trade has
become uncertain. Understanding these barriers and their implications is imperative to
implementing successful foreign trade policies. International Trade Policies in the Era of
Globalization provides relevant theoretical frameworks and the latest empirical research
findings on international trade and improves the understanding of the strategic role of
trade policies and their importance in the global economy. The content within this
publication contains reports on global trade, trade wars, and foreign policy. This
research is designed for policymakers, government officials, economists, business
professionals, researchers, and international business students.
There is a considerable mismatch between theories on the influence of the EU outside
its borders and concrete knowledge on whether and to what extent the suggested
impact is of any practical relevance. The aim of this book, therefore, is to help close that
gap in the knowledge concerning the role and function of the Court of Justice of the
European (CJEU) outside its own borders in selected countries. Scholars from
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Russia, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey,
Ukraine and the Eurasian Economic Union have researched and explored how their
respective countries have been influenced by the CJEU. This title looks at 'why' along
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with 'how' these decisions have been utilized. All of this culminates in an effort to be
able to rank the degree to which the CJEU is influencing non-EU jurisdictions according
to a common scale. Looking across the selected countries, this title analyses the
research provided by the scholars. This includes a brief description of the relationship
and agreements between the EU and the country, a concise history of the country's
judiciary, a full account of the extent to which the country's courts have cited CJEU
judgements, and an analysis of that extent and the impact they have had. Other factors
are explored as well, such as countries who want to join the EU might aim for more
legal harmonization between them and the EU. These metrics are used to compare
across the neighbourhood countries and draw conclusions about CJEU influence and
impact outside of the EU. This comprehensive edited collection is an in-depth look at
the actual impact of the CJEU in neighbourhood countries, providing crucial information
in an overlooked field of EU law.
This volume brings together experienced Professors and PhD researchers from all over
Europe to summarise the crucial dilemmas that the European Union has to confront
during its current multilevel crisis. The chapters are organized into four parts. The first
section deals with constitutional issues of the EU, namely multilevel democratic
governance, gender equality, and participatory democracy, and the impact of the crisis
on them. The second analyses public governance issues, with reference to urban
planning as a new policy for the EU, state aid and privatization of public companies,
corporate governance principles for public companies, and EU case law on freedom of
establishment of companies. The third part discusses certain issues of the EU internal
market and external trade, namely the Europeanisation of labour relations, the relation
between EU environmental law and international agreements, the dilemma between
regionalism and multilateralism in international trade law, and the Eurasian Economic
Union. The fourth section explores the Eurozone crisis from different perspectives and
areas, namely political philosophy, economics, political science, administrative science,
and law.
Offers an innovative look at why science and technology cannot alone meet the needs
of energy policy making in the future.
Joseph Nye coined the term "soft power" in the late 1980s. It is now used
frequently—and often incorrectly—by political leaders, editorial writers, and academics
around the world. So what is soft power? Soft power lies in the ability to attract and
persuade. Whereas hard power—the ability to coerce—grows out of a country's military or
economic might, soft power arises from the attractiveness of a country's culture,
political ideals, and policies. Hard power remains crucial in a world of states trying to
guard their independence and of non-state groups willing to turn to violence. It forms
the core of the Bush administration's new national security strategy. But according to
Nye, the neo-conservatives who advise the president are making a major
miscalculation: They focus too heavily on using America's military power to force other
nations to do our will, and they pay too little heed to our soft power. It is soft power that
will help prevent terrorists from recruiting supporters from among the moderate
majority. And it is soft power that will help us deal with critical global issues that require
multilateral cooperation among states. That is why it is so essential that America better
understands and applies our soft power. This book is our guide.
The Modern Silk Route is critical to the development and integration of Central Asian
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countries. The book argues that to overcome current supply chain inefficiencies the
traditional focus on physical corridors needs to be complemented by a consistent and
ambitious set of national reforms in trade and transport facilitation.

A prominent authority on China’s Belt and Road Initiative reveals the global risks
lurking within Beijing’s project of the century China’s Belt and Road Initiative is
the world’s most ambitious and misunderstood geoeconomic vision. To carry out
President Xi Jinping’s flagship foreign-policy effort, China promises to spend
over one trillion dollars for new ports, railways, fiber-optic cables, power plants,
and other connections. The plan touches more than one hundred and thirty
countries and has expanded into the Arctic, cyberspace, and even outer space.
Beijing says that it is promoting global development, but Washington warns that it
is charting a path to global dominance. Taking readers on a journey to China’s
projects in Asia, Europe, and Africa, Jonathan E. Hillman reveals how this grand
vision is unfolding. As China pushes beyond its borders and deep into dangerous
territory, it is repeating the mistakes of the great powers that came before it,
Hillman argues. If China succeeds, it will remake the world and place itself at the
center of everything. But Xi may be overreaching: all roads do not yet lead to
Beijing.
The book covers contributions from 18 authors from different countries and
analyses the recent case law of the ECJ on the external competences of the
European Union. It deals with the impact of EU values on its relations with the
Eastern neighbouring countries. The first part focuses on the evolution and
current challenges of the external actions of the European Union, while the
second part presents the EU cooperation with its Eastern neighbourhood and
Eurasia. The book addresses the Association Agreements with the countries of
the Eastern Partnership with its Eastern neighbourhood and Eurasia, the
enhanced Partnership Agreements in the Eastern neighbourhood and postSoviet area, and the current and future contractual relations with Eurasian
Economic Union and its member states.
It is not hyperbole to suggest that the foundations of post-cold war security in
Europe have been badly damaged by the conflict in Ukraine since 2014.
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and intervention in eastern Ukraine appear to
have created a ‘simmering’ conflict, which may take years to resolve and have
profound consequences for the European security environment. This volume
explores the various political, economic and social aspects of these profound
changes and their wider significance for Europe, bringing together contributions
by scholars from across the continent and in various disciplinary fields to offer an
authoritative, in-depth examination of the complex causes of the Ukraine crisis
and the consequences for Ukrainian statehood, Ukraine’s relations with Russia,
Russia’s own domestic governance and Russia’s relations with Europe. This
book was originally published as a special issue of Europe-Asia Studies.
As Eurasia and the adjacent territories become more important to the world,
there is increasing interest from international powers, accompanied by attempts
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to give institutional form to traditional economic and security links within the
region. This book includes a range of substantive work from scholars based in
the region, offering contrasting perspectives on the process of Eurasian
integration and its place in the world. Chapters consider economic, political,
social and security developments, with notable studies of the major countries
involved in the development of the Eurasian Economic Union. The work also
examines the connections between the region and China, greater Asia and the
European Union. It outlines the varying dynamics, with populations growing in
Central Asia while at best stagnant elsewhere. The book discusses the
increasing strategic significance of the region and explores how the new postSoviet states are growing in national cohesion and political self-confidence.
Above all, the book examines the concept of ’Eurasia’, outlining the debates
about the concept and how various aspects of the legacy of ‘Eurasianism’
contribute to contemporary plans for integration. The book argues that although
regional integration is very much a popular idea in our age, with the potential for
economic benefits and increased international influence, in practice
contemporary projects for Eurasian integration have been highly ambiguous and
contested. Nevertheless, significant steps have been taken towards the creation
of the Eurasian Economic Union. The book analyses developments to date,
noting the achievements as well as the challenges.
This book is a comprehensive economic and legal study of the theoretical and
practical aspects of the problems of increasing energy efficiency; self-motivation
of energy saving by business entities within the framework of their corporate
responsibility; regulatory mechanisms to stimulate energy conservation in the
economy; civil-law regulation of foreign trade turnover of energy resources
between economic entities of the Russian Federation and companies of member
states of international integration associations – the CIS, EEMP, the EU and
BRICS. It argues that technological energy saving plays a key role in reducing
the energy intensity and increasing the energy efficiency of the economy, and
substantiates the need for institutional support – including legal support for the
participation of the Russian Federation – in various forms of international
cooperation. Lastly, based on an analysis of current legislation, programs and
recommendations, judicial and contractual practices, customs and trade
procedures, it offers proposals for the developing, improving and unifying civil law
regulation of obligations in the sphere of international trade in energy resources,
as well as methodological recommendations for drafting foreign trade contracts in
the energy sector.
In a rapidly globalizing world, commercial relations and regional trade
integrations between countries have improved. Analyzing trade relations both
inside and outside countries allows for economic improvement. Globalization and
Trade Integration in Developing Countries provides emerging research on the
difficulties and challenges developing countries face in world trade as well as
their performance. While highlighting topics such as economic growth, foreign
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trade policy, and trade competitiveness, this publication explores the trade
integrations and commercial trends in advancing countries. This book is a vital
resource for policy makers, government agencies, businesses, academicians,
researchers, and students seeking current research on the advantages and
techniques of improved international markets and trade.
What purpose does the EU serve? Why and how was it set up? How does it
work? What has it already achieved for its citizens, and what new challenges
does it face today? In a globalised world, can the EU compete successfully with
other major economies while maintaining its social standards? How can
immigration be managed? What will Europe’s role be on the world stage in the
years ahead? Where will the EU’s boundaries be drawn? And what future is
there for the euro? These are just some of the questions explored by EU expert
Pascal Fontaine in this 2017 edition of his popular booklet Europe in 12 lessons.
Pascal Fontaine is a former assistant to Jean Monnet and former professor at the
Institut d’Études Politiques, Paris.
Despite three decades of continuous globalization, transitional economies in
many countries remain marginalized. In order to maximize the positive growth of
employment creation opportunities in various sectors, including agriculture,
existing patterns of long-run sustainable equilibrium relationships, technology
transfers, and trade to promote export-led economic growth must be examined
and identified. Regional Trade and Development Strategies in the Era of
Globalization provides a comprehensive overview of globalization and regional
initiative trends of trade and development through the examination of theoretical
and practical experiences of their underpinning principles through approaches to
overcome the obstacles of globalization and its positive and negative impacts on
global trade and economic development. The content within this publication
examines economic integration, foreign investment, and financial risk. It is
designed for trade specialists, government officials, students, researchers,
policymakers, business professionals, academicians, and economists.
Drawing on international, transnational, and comparative legal scholarship, The Law
and Policy of New Eurasian Regionalization: Economic Integration, Trade, and
Investment in the Post-Soviet and Greater Eurasian Space, additionally offers the
insights of a plethora of leading international scholars in economics, institutional theory,
area studies, international relations, global political economy, political science, and
sociology. The contributors come from four corners of the globe, including Asia,
Europe, and North America.
In this well-researched and detailed book, the editors provide an extensive and critical
analysis of post-Soviet regional integration. After almost two decades of unfulfilled
integration promises, a new _ improved and functioning _ regime emerged in th
This book presents selected papers from the 23rd Eurasia Business and Economics
Society (EBES) Conference, held in Madrid, Spain. While the theoretical and empirical
papers presented cover diverse areas of economics and finance in different geographic
regions, the main focus is on the latest research concerning international trade, public
economics, and regional studies. The book also includes studies on the economics of
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innovation, inequality and tourism.
Deep trade agreements (DTAs) cover not just trade but additional policy areas, such as
international flows of investment and labor and the protection of intellectual property
rights and the environment. Their goal is integration beyond trade or deep integration.
These agreements matter for economic development. Their rules influence how
countries (and hence, the people and firms that live and operate within them) transact,
invest, work, and ultimately, develop. Trade and investment regimes determine the
extent of economic integration, competition rules affect economic efficiency, intellectual
property rights matter for innovation, and environmental and labor rules contribute to
environmental and social outcomes. This Handbook provides the tools and data
needed to analyze these new dimensions of integration and to assess the content and
consequences of DTAs. The Handbook and the accompanying database are the result
of collaboration between experts in different policy areas from academia and other
international organizations, including the International Trade Centre (ITC), Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), and World Trade Organization (WTO).
The interconnection between international organizations (IOs) membership and
democratization has become a topic of intense debate. However, the main focus of the
literature so far has been on IOs created by democratic states and comprised mostly of
democracies, for examples the European Union. In contrast to existing studies, this
book focuses on another group of regional IOs, referred to as 'non-democratic IOs'
which are organizations founded by autocracies. How do these newly emerged
organizations interrelate and interact with the outside world? How do they counteract
and confront the danger of democratization in their own member states and neighboring
states? This book aims to address these questions by developing a new theory of
authoritarian regionalism, and by combining both quantitative and qualitative analysis to
test it. The quantitative analysis uses a large dataset of all regional organizations
worldwide for the post-World War II period, with the aim of defining historical trends in
development and the modification of regionalism over the last seven decades
(1945-2015). Qualitative analysis refines and develops the argument by looking at the
case of post-Soviet Eurasia. The book uncovers a new type of regionalism 'authoritarian regionalism' and traces its historical roots as well as its implications for
modern politics. The book is the first attempt to systematically investigate the
functioning and the impact of authoritarian regionalism as a new phenomenon as well
as its implications for democratization world-wide. The book contributes to the theory of
regionalism, international organizations, studies of autocracies, foreign policy, and
democratization world-wide.
Highlights of IFPRI’s current cutting-edge, policy-relevant research in Central, East,
South, and Southeast Asia are featured in this brochure. IFPRI works with partners
throughout Asia to contribute to effective policies, programs, and investments that help
ensure all people have access to safe, sufficient, nutritious, and sustainably grown food
across the continent.
This volume is a collection of research on academic performance. Chapters cover such
topics as targeting underserved urban youth, education and science, community-based
projects, pedagogy, and developing educational programs, among others. Written by
experts, this book offers a comprehensive view of recent developments in the field of
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academic performance.
From East to West, the economies of Europe and Central Asia (ECA) are not taking full
advantage of the internet to foster economic growth and job creation. The residents of
Central Asia and the South Caucasus pay some of the highest prices in the world for
internet connections that are slow and unreliable. In contrast, Europe enjoys some of
the world’s fastest and affordable internet services. However, its firms and individuals
are not fully exploiting the internet to achieve higher productivity growth as well as more
and better jobs. Reaping Digital Dividends investigates the barriers that are holding
back the broader adoption of the internet in ECA. The report identifies the main
bottlenecks and provides policy recommendations tailored to economies at varying
levels of digital development. It concludes that policies to increase internet access are
necessary but not sufficient. Policies to foster competition, international trade and skills
supply, as well as adapting regulations to the changing business environment and labor
markets, will also be necessary. In other words, Reaping Digital Dividends not only
requires better connectivity, but also complementary factors that allow governments,
firms and individuals to make the most out of it.
Eurasian (re)Integration: strengths, challenges, and opportunities -- Alternative dispute
resolution -- Foreign investments in Eurasia today --Development and sustainability.
This proceedings book reflects the alternative way of development of the modern global
economic system. It sets evolutionary development in opposition to revolutionary leap. The
search for the best way to develop the world economy in the present and future is carried out.
The social environment and the human-centered development of the modern global economic
system have been explored. The features of training of personnel for the modern global
economic system through the development of vocational education and training have been
studied. Sustainable development, energy and food security have been identified as significant
milestones of the progress of the modern global economic system. Innovations and digital
technologies have been suggested as the drivers of growth and development of the modern
global economic system. Consideration has been given to the institutional framework and legal
groundwork for the development of the modern global economic system. The fundamentals
have been identified and recommendations have been put forward for improving governmental
regulation, financial and capital investment support for integration in the modern global
economic system. The book includes the best works based on the results of the 22nd
International Research-to-Practice Conference “Current Issues of the Global Economy” which
was held on June 19, 2020, at the Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (PFUR) (Moscow,
Russia) and the 14th National Research-to-Practice Conference “A New Paradigm of Social
and Economic Development in the Age of Intelligent Machines,” which was held on May
14–16, 2020 (Nizhny Novgorod, Russia), VIII International Research-to-Practice Conference
“Multipolar Globalization and Russia,” which was held on May 21–23, 2020 (Rostov-on-Don,
Russia), III All-Russian Research-to-Practice Conference “Power, Business, and Education:
The Ascent to Man,” which was held on May 21–22, 2020 (Krasnoyarsk, Russia), International
Research-to-Practice Conference “Current Issues and Ways of Industrial Development:
Engineering and Technologies,” which was held from September 28, 2020, till October 1, 2020
(Komsomolsk-on-Amur), and the 15th National Research-to-Practice Conference “New Models
of Behavior of Market Players in the Conditions of Digital Economy,” which was held on
October 29–30, 2020, at Ufa State Oil Technical University, Institute of Economics and Service
(Ufa, Russia). The target audience of the book consists of scholars studying the features of
development of the global economic system at the present stage and the prospects for its
future progress.
The integration of the Eurasian Economic Union has been under constant development as
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officials try to successfully implement new economic policies within its various regions.
Introducing a new policy such as this creates the formation of new markets, the improvement
of cooperation initiatives, as well as a new legislative base and supplementations. These
continual alterations require updated analysis and research for political leaders to follow
regarding provincial incorporation methods. Regional Integration and Future Cooperation
Initiatives in the Eurasian Economic Union is an essential reference source that discusses the
conceptual and empirical frameworks of the current phase of Eurasian integration as well as its
economic impact. Featuring research on topics such as multilateral cooperation, free trade,
and international views, this book is ideally designed for politicians, economists, strategists,
public relations specialists, research scholars, policymakers, students, and academicians
seeking coverage on regional integration issues in modern Eurasia.
How do the former Soviet republics that now constitute the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) interact with each other and with other regional and world powers? What are the
conceptual foundations, mechanisms, and main directions of each member state's foreign
policy? What role do economic and political factors play? Answering these questions and more
in this systematic, comprehensive survey, a team of in-country experts sheds important light on
the complex regional and international interactions of the CIS states in the twenty-first century.
A systematic and wide-ranging survey of the scholarship on regionalism, regionalisation, and
regional governance. Unpacking the major debates, leading authors of the field synthesise the
state of the art, provide a guide to the comparative study of regionalism, and identify future
avenues of research.
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has developed into a key regional security
group in Asia, its member states representing no less than 'half of humanity'. Alarmists believe
that the SCO is making itself into a NATO of the East, thus posing a long-term threat to the
West. This book looks at the SCO and Eurasion geopolitics in general.
This book presents a comprehensive survey of the current state of Russia and how Russia is
likely to develop in the immediate future. Not always sticking to the mainstream narrative, it
covers political events including Putin’s constitutional reforms of January 2020 and their likely
consequences, economic developments, Russia’s international relations and military activities,
and changes and issues in Russian society, including in education, the place of women, health
care and religion. Special attention is paid to manifestations of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
book’s overall conclusion is that events of 2020 may compel Putin to ‘think again’ before he
decides whether to run for office in 2024.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the First International Conference on Digital
Transformation and Global Society, DTGS 2016, held in St. Petersburg, Russia, in June 2016.
The 43 revised full papers and 15 revised short papers, presented together with 3 poster
papers and an invited paper were carefully reviewed and selected from 157 submissions. The
papers are organized in topical sections on eSociety: New Social Media Studies; eSociety:
eGovernment and eParticipation: Perspectives on ICTs in Public Administration and
Democracy; eKnowledge: ICTs in Learning and Education Management; eCity: ICTs for Better
Urban (Rural) Planning and Living; eHealth: ICTs in Healthcare; eScience: Big Data Complex
Calculations.
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