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Covering topics such as the Soviet monopoly over information and communication, violence in the gulags, and gender
relations after World War II, this festschrift volume highlights the work and legacy of Sheila Fitzpatrick offers a crosssection of some of the best work being done on a critical period of Russia and the Soviet Union.
The Russian RevolutionOxford University Press
This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main events and developments in Soviet Russia
between 1917 and 1936. It examines the impact of the revolution on society as a whole—on different classes, ethnic
groups, the army, men and women, youth. Its central concern is to understand how one structure of domination was
replaced by another. The book registers the primacy of politics, but situates political developments firmly in the context of
massive economic, social, and cultural change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much reflection on the
significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects the currently influential, liberal interpretation of the revolution in
favour of one that sees it as rooted in the contradictions of a backward society which sought modernization and
enlightenment and ended in political tyranny. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Asked shortly after the revolution about how she viewed the new government, Tatiana Varsher replied, "With the wideopen eyes of a historian." Her countrywoman, Zinaida Zhemchuzhnaia, expressed a similar need to take note: "I want to
write about the way those events were perceived and reflected in the humble and distant corner of Russia that was the
Cossack town of Korenovskaia." What these women witnessed and experienced, and what they were moved to describe,
is part of the extraordinary portrait of life in revolutionary Russia presented in this book. A collection of life stories of
Russian women in the first half of the twentieth century, In the Shadow of Revolution brings together the testimony of
Soviet citizens and émigrés, intellectuals of aristocratic birth and Soviet milkmaids, housewives and engineers, Bolshevik
activists and dedicated opponents of the Soviet regime. In literary memoirs, oral interviews, personal dossiers, public
speeches, and letters to the editor, these women document their diverse experience of the upheavals that reshaped
Russia in the first half of this century. As is characteristic of twentieth-century Russian women's autobiographies, these
life stories take their structure not so much from private events like childbirth or marriage as from great public events.
Accordingly the collection is structured around the events these women see as touchstones: the Revolution of 1917 and
the Civil War of 1918-20; the switch to the New Economic Policy in the 1920s and collectivization; and the Stalinist
society of the 1930s, including the Great Terror. Edited by two preeminent historians of Russia and the Soviet Union, the
volume includes introductions that investigate the social historical context of these women's lives as well as the structure
of their autobiographical narratives.
The secret life of the man who reshaped Russia Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, leader of the October 1917 uprising, is one of the
most misunderstood leaders of the twentieth century. In his own time, there were many, even among his enemies, who
acknowledged the full magnitude of his intellectual and political achievements. But his legacy has been lost in
misinterpretation; he is worshipped but rarely read. On the centenary of the Russian Revolution, Tariq Ali explores the
two major influences on Lenin’s thought—the turbulent history of Tsarist Russia and the birth of the international labour
movement—and explains how Lenin confronted dilemmas that still cast a shadow over the present. Is terrorism ever a
viable strategy? Is support for imperial wars ever justified? Can politics be made without a party? Was the seizure of
power in 1917 morally justified? Should he have parted company from his wife and lived with his lover? In The Dilemmas
of Lenin, Ali provides an insightful portrait of Lenin’s deepest preoccupations and underlines the clarity and vigour of his
theoretical and political formulations. He concludes with an affecting account of Lenin’s last two years, when he realized
that “we knew nothing” and insisted that the revolution had to be renewed lest it wither and die.
Sixteen-year-old Richard Pipes escaped from Nazi-occupied Warsaw with his family in October 1939. Their flight took
them to the United States by way of Italy, and Pipes went on to earn a college degree, join the US Air Corps, serve as
professor of Russian history at Harvard for nearly 40 years, and become adviser to President Reagan on Soviet and
Eastern European affairs. Here, he remembers the events of his own remarkable life as well as the unfolding of some of
the 20th century's most extraordinary political events. the conflicts inside the Reagan administration over American
policies toward the USSR, Pipes offers observations as well as portraits of such cultural and political figures as Isaiah
Berlin, Ronald Reagan and Alexander Haig. Perhaps most interesting of all, Pipes depicts his evolution as a historian and
his understanding of how history is witnessed and how it is recorded.
Revolution on My Mind is a stunning revelation of the inner world of Stalin's Russia, showing us the minds and hearts of
Soviet citizens who recorded their lives in diaries during an extraordinary period of revolutionary fervor and state terror.
Jochen Hellbeck brings us face to face with gripping and unforgettably poignant life stories. This book brilliantly explores
the forging of the revolutionary self in a study that speaks to the evolution of the individual in mass movements of our
own time.
Longlisted for the 2018 Cundill Prize in HistoryThe Russian Revolution of 1917 transformed the face of the Russian
empire, politically, economically, socially, and culturally, and also profoundly affected the course of world history for the
rest of the twentieth century. Now, to mark the centenary of this epochal event, historian Steve Smithpresents a
panoramic account of the history of the Russian empire, from the last years of the nineteenth century, through the First
World War and the revolutions of 1917 and the establishment of the Bolshevik regime, to the end of the 1920s, when
Stalin simultaneously unleashed violentcollectivization of agriculture and crash industrialization upon Russian
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society.Drawing on recent archivally-based scholarship, Russia in Revolution pays particular attention to the varying
impact of the Revolution on the various groups that made up society: peasants, workers, non-Russian nationalities, the
army, women and the family, young people, and the Church.In doing so, it provides a fresh way into the big, perennial
questions about the Revolution and its consequences: why did the attempt by the tsarist government to implement
political reform after the 1905 Revolution fail; why did the First World War bring about the collapse of the tsarist
system;why did the attempt to create a democratic system after the February Revolution of 1917 not get off the ground;
why did the Bolsheviks succeed in seizing and holding on to power; why did they come out victorious from a punishing
civil war; why did the New Economic Policy they introduced in 1921fail; and why did Stalin come out on top in the power
struggle inside the Bolshevik party after Lenin's death in 1924.A final chapter then reflects on the larger significance of
1917 for the history of the twentieth century - and, for all its terrible flaws, what the promise of the Revolution might mean
for us today.
Over 20,000 ethnic Russians migrated to Australia after World War II – yet we know very little about their experiences. Some came
via China, others from refugee camps in Europe. Many preferred to keep a low profile in Australia, and some attempted to ‘pass’
as Polish, West Ukrainian or Yugoslavian. They had good reason to do so: to the Soviet Union, Australia’s resettling of Russians
amounted to the theft of its citizens, and undercover agents were deployed to persuade them to repatriate. Australia regarded the
newcomers with wary suspicion, even as it sought to build its population by opening its door to more immigrants. Making extensive
use of newly discovered Russian-language archives and drawing on a lifetime’s study of Soviet history and politics, award-winning
author Sheila Fitzpatrick examines the early years of a diverse and disunited Russian-Australian community and how Australian
and Soviet intelligence agencies attempted to track and influence them. While anti-Communist ‘White’ Russians dreamed a war
of liberation would overthrow the Soviet regime, a dissident minority admired its achievements and thought of returning home.
A riveting account of the last eighteen months of Tsar Nicholas II's life and reign from one of the finest Russian historians writing
today. In March 1917, Nicholas II, the last Tsar of All the Russias, abdicated and the dynasty that had ruled an empire for three
hundred years was forced from power by revolution. Now, on the hundredth anniversary of that revolution, Robert Service, the
eminent historian of Russia, examines Nicholas's life and thought from the months before his momentous abdication to his death,
with his family, in Ekaterinburg in July 1918. The story has been told many times, but Service's deep understanding of the period
and his forensic examination of previously untapped sources, including the Tsar's diaries and recorded conversations, as well as
the testimonies of the official inquiry, shed remarkable new light on his troubled reign, also revealing the kind of Russia that
Nicholas wanted to emerge from the Great War. The Last of the Tsars is a masterful study of a man who was almost entirely out of
his depth, perhaps even willfully so. It is also a compelling account of the social, economic and political ferment in Russia that
followed the February Revolution, the Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917 and the beginnings of Lenin's Soviet socialist
republic.
Stalinism is a provocative addition to the current debates related to the history of the Stalinist period of the Soviet Union. Sheila
Fitzpatrick has collected together the newest and the most exciting work by young Russian, American and European scholars, as
well as some of the seminal articles that have influenced them, in an attempt to reassess this contentious subject in the light of
new data and new theoretical approaches. The articles are contextualized by a thorough introduction to the totalitarian/revisionist
arguments and post-revisionist developments. Eschewing an exclusively high-political focus, the book draws together work on
class, identity, consumption culture, and agency. Stalinist terror and nationalities policy are reappraised in the light of new archival
findings. Stalinism offers a nuanced navigation of an emotive and misrepresented chapter of the Russian past.
Drawing on Soviet archives, especially the letters of complaint with which peasants deluged the Soviet authorities in the 1930s,
this work analyzes peasants' strategies of resistance and survival in the new world of the collectivized village
"This volume offers a lively introduction to Russia's dramatic history and the striking changes that characterize its story.
Distinguished authors Barbara Alpern Engel and Janet Martin show how Russia's peoples met the constant challenges posed by
geography, climate, availability of natural resources, and devastating foreign invasions, and rose to become the world's second
largest land empire. The book describes the circumstances that led to the world's first communist society in 1917, and traces the
global consequences of Russia's long confrontation with the United States, which took place virtually everywhere and for decades
provided a model for societies seeking development independent of capitalism. This book also brings the story of Russia's arduous
and costly climb to great power to a personal level through the stories of individual women and men-leading figures who played
pivotal roles as well as less prominent individuals from a range of social backgrounds whose voices illuminate the human
consequences of sweeping historical change. As was and is true of Russia itself, this story encompasses a wide variety of
ethnicities, peoples who became part of the Russian empire and suffered or benefited from its leaders' efforts to meld a multiethnic
polity into a coherent political entity. The book examines how Russia served as a conduit for people, ideas, and commodities
flowing between east and west, north and south, and absorbed and adapted influences from both Europe and Asia and how it
came to play an increasingly important role on a regional and, ultimately, global scale"-The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. In the years following the collapse of the
Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it has become possible to step back and see the full picture. Starting with an
overview of the roots of the revolution, Fitzpatrick takes the story from 1917, through Stalin's 'revolution from above', to the great
purges of the 1930s. She tells a gripping story of a Marxist revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous
suffering on the Russian people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by devouring its own children. This updated
edition contains a fully revised bibliography and updated introduction to address the centenary, what does it all mean in retrospect.
Prologue at Vova's -- Map of contemporary Russia and China -- Introduction: Serious romance -- Part I. First encounters, circa
1921 -- Emi's adventures : Changsha-Paris-Moscow -- Qu's quest : Tolstoy and the Trans-Siberian -- New youth, new Russians -Part II. School crushes, 1920s -- School dramas -- Shanghai University and the Comintern's curriculum -- A crush on Russia : Qu's
female protégés -- Chiang Kaishek's son in red wonderland -- Heartbreak : the demise of Qu -- Part III. Love affairs, 1930s-1940s
-- Kolia the Chinese -- Liza/Li : the agitator and the aristocrat -- Emi/Eva : the love affairs of a Sino-Soviet poet -- The legend of He
Zizhen, Mao's wife in Yanan and Moscow -- Sino-Soviet love children -- Part IV. Families, 1950s -- Male metaphors : Mao, Stalin
and brotherhood -- Wang, Dasha, and Nastya : Russian romance redux -- Legitimate offspring : Chinese students in 1950s
Moscow -- Female families : Liza's home, Eva's adventures -- Part V. Last kisses, 1960s and beyond -- The split within : SinoPage 2/5
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Soviet families under pressure -- Defiant romantics : ironies of cultural revolution -- Nostalgia : Wang's search -- Epilogue at Yura's
Rex A. Wade presents an essential overview of the Russian Revolution from its beginning in February 1917, through the
numerous political crises under Kerensky, to the victory of Lenin and the Bolsheviks in the October Revolution. This thoroughly
revised and expanded third edition introduces students to new approaches to the Revolution's political history and clears away
many of the myths and misconceptions that have clouded studies of the period. It also gives due space to the social history of the
Revolution, incorporating people and places too often left out of the story, including women, national minority peoples, peasantry,
and front soldiers. The third edition has been updated to include new scholarship on topics such as the coming of the Revolution
and the beginning of Bolshevik rule, as well as the Revolution's cultural context. This highly readable book is an invaluable guide
to one of the most important events of modern history.
How does a daughter tell the story of her father? Sheila Fitzpatrick was taught from an early age to question authority. She learnt it
from her father, the journalist and radical historian Brian Fitzpatrick. But very soon, she began to turn her questioning gaze on him.
Teasing apart the many layers of memory, Fitzpatrick reveals a complex portrait of an Australian family against a Cold War
backdrop. As her relationship with her father fades from girlhood adoration to adolescent scepticism, she flees Melbourne for
Oxford to start a new life. But it's not so easy to escape being her father's daughter. My Father's Daughter is a vivid evocation of
an Australian childhood; a personal memoir told with the piercing insight of a historian.
A study of Lunacharsky's commissariat which ran both education and the arts in Bolshevik Russia.
Reconsidering the Russian Revolution a century later Reflecting on the fate of the Russian Revolution one hundred years after the
October Uprising, Ronald Grigor Suny—one of the world’s leading historians of the period—explores how scholars and political
scientists have tried to understand this historic upheaval, the civil war that followed, and the extraordinary intrusion of ordinary
people onto the world stage. Suny provides an assessment of the choices made in the revolutionary years by Soviet leaders—the
achievements, costs, and losses that continue to weigh on us today. A quarter century after the disintegration of the USSR, the
revolution is usually told as a story of failure. However, Suny reevaluates its radical democratic ambitions, its missed opportunities,
victories, and the colossal agonies of trying to build a kind of “socialism” in the inhospitable, isolated environment of peasant
Russia. He ponders what lessons 1917 provides for Marxists and anyone looking for alternatives to capitalism and bourgeois
democracy.
Mr. Pipes writes trenchantly, and at times superbly....No single volume known to me even begins to cater so adequately to those
who want to discover what really happened to Russia....Nor do I know any other book better designed to help Soviet citizens to
struggle out of the darkness." -- Ronald Hingley, The New York Times Book Review Ground-breaking in its inclusiveness,
enthralling in its narrative of a movement whose purpose, in the words of Leon Trotsky, was "to overthrow the world," The Russian
Revolution draws conclusions that have already aroused great controversy in this country-and that are certain to be explosive
when the book is published in the Soviet Union. Richard Pipes argues convincingly that the Russian Revolution was an
intellectual, rather than a class, uprising; that it was steeped in terror from its very outset; and that it was not a revolution at all but
a coup d'etat -- "the capture of governmental power by a small minority."
This book focuses on the interaction between the emerging political and cultural policies of the Soviet regime and the deeply held
traditional values of the worker and peasant masses.
A history of Soviet education policy 1921-34, this is a sequel to the author's highly praised Commissariat of Enlightenment.
At the turn of the century, the Russian economy was growing by about 10% annually and its population had reached 150 million.
By 1920 the country was in desperate financial straits and more than 20 million Russians had died. And by 1950, a third of the
globe had embraced communism. The triumph of Communism sets a profound puzzle. How did the Bolsheviks win power and
then cling to it amid the chaos they had created? Traditional histories remain a captive to Marxist ideas about class struggle.
Analysing never before used files from the Tsarist military archives, McMeekin argues that war is the answer. The revolutionaries
were aided at nearly every step by Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland who sought to benefit - politically and economically - from
the changes overtaking the country. To make sense of Russia's careening path the essential question is not Lenin's "who,
whom?", but who benefits?
On the centenary of the Russian Revolution, a classic history of the Soviet era, from 1917 to its fall One hundred years after the
Russian Revolution the Soviet Union remains the most extraordinary, yet tragic, attempt to create a society beyond capitalism. Yet
its history was one that for a long time proved impossible to write. In The Soviet Century, Moshe Lewin follows this history in all its
complexity, guiding us through the inner workings of a system which is still barely understood. In the process he overturns widely
held beliefs about the USSR’s leaders, the State-Party system and the powerful Soviet bureaucracy. Departing from a simple
linear history, The Soviet Century traces all the continuities and ruptures that led from the founding revolution of October 1917 to
the final collapse of the late 1980s and early 1990s, passing through the Stalinist dictatorship, the impossible reforms of the
Khrushchev years and the glasnost and perestroika policies of Gorbachev.
Multi-award-winning author China Miéville captures the drama of the Russian Revolution in this “engaging retelling of the events that rocked
the foundations of the twentieth century” (Village Voice) In February of 1917 Russia was a backwards, autocratic monarchy, mired in an
unpopular war; by October, after not one but two revolutions, it had become the world’s first workers’ state, straining to be at the vanguard of
global revolution. How did this unimaginable transformation take place? In a panoramic sweep, stretching from St. Petersburg and Moscow to
the remotest villages of a sprawling empire, Miéville uncovers the catastrophes, intrigues and inspirations of 1917, in all their passion, drama
and strangeness. Intervening in long-standing historical debates, but told with the reader new to the topic especially in mind, here is a
breathtaking story of humanity at its greatest and most desperate; of a turning point for civilization that still resonates loudly today.
When Lenin asked, "Who will beat whom?" (Kto kogo?), he had no plan to wage revolutionary class war in culture. Many young Communists
thought differently, however. Seeking in the name of the proletariat to wrest "cultural hegemony" from the intelligentsia, they turned culture
into a battlefield in the 1920s. But was this, as Communist militants thought, a genuine class struggle between "proletarian" Communists and
the "bourgeois" intelligentsia? Or was it, as the intelligentsia believed, an onslaught by the ruling Communist Party on the eternal principles of
cultural autonomy and intellectual freedom? In this volume, one of the foremost historians of the Soviet Union chronicles the fierce battle on
"the cultural front" from the October Revolution through the Stalinist 1930s. Sheila Fitzpatrick brings together ten of her essays—two
previously unpublished and all revised for inclusion here—which illuminate key arenas of the prolonged struggle over cultural values and
institutional control. Individual essays deal with such major issues as the Cultural Revolution, the formation of the new Stalinist elite, and
socialist realism, as well as recounting colorful episodes including the uproar over Shostakovich's opera Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk
District, arguments over sexual mores, and the new consumerism of the 1930s. Closely examining the cultural elites and orthodoxies that
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developed under Stalin, Fitzpatrick offers a provocative reinterpretation of the struggle's final outcome in which the intelligentsia, despite its
loss of autonomy and the debasement of its culture, emerged as a partial victor. The Cultural Front is essential reading for anyone interested
in the formative history of the Soviet Union and the dynamic relationship between culture and politics.
The Russian Revolution, 1905-1921 is a new history of Russia's revolutionary era as a story of experience-of people making sense of history
as it unfolded in their own lives and as they took part in making history themselves. The major events, trends, and explanations, reaching
from Bloody Sunday in 1905 to the final shots of the civil war in 1921, are viewed through the doubled perspective of the professional
historian looking backward and the contemporary journalist reporting and interpreting history as it happened. The volume then turns toward
particular places and people: city streets, peasant villages, the margins of empire (Central Asia, Ukraine, the Jewish Pale), women and men,
workers and intellectuals, artists and activists, utopian visionaries, and discontents of all kinds. We spend time with the famous (Vladimir
Lenin, Lev Trotsky, Alexandra Kollontai, Vladimir Mayakovsky, Isaac Babel) and with those whose names we don't even know. Key themes
include difference and inequality (social, economic, gendered, ethnic), power and resistance, violence, and ideas about justice and freedom.
Written especially for students and general readers, this history relies extensively on contemporary texts and voices in order to bring the past
and its meanings to life. This is a history about dramatic and uncertain times and especially about the interpretations, values, emotions,
desires, and disappointments that made history matter to those who lived it.
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin visited London on six occasions at the beginning of the twentieth century and it was in this city, where Marx wrote Das
Kapital, that the roots of Lenin's political thought took shape. This book, from a former curator of the Russian collections at the British Library,
tells the story for the first time of Lenin's intriguing relationship with the enigmatic Apollinariya Yakubova – a revolutionary known to her
comrades as the 'primeval force of the Black Earth'. The book reveals Lenin's London-based accomplices and political rivals, and sheds new
light on his world-view – one which would have such a crucial impact on the twentieth century. This is the first full exploration of the formation
of one of the leading political visionaries of his age. Henderson has made a series of stunning archival discoveries, published here for the first
time, as well as photographs and details of the Russian revolutionaries (and indeed international police spies) who congregated in the east
end of London - known then as the 'Little Russian Island'. Featuring an extraordinary amount of new archival material, this is an essential
addition to our knowledge of Lenin the man and of the roots of the Russian revolution.
Moscow in the 1960s was the other side of the Iron Curtain: mysterious, exotic, even dangerous. In 1966 the historian Sheila Fitzpatrick
travelled to Moscow to research in the Soviet archives. This was the era of Brezhnev, of a possible 'thaw' in the Cold War, when the Soviets
couldn't decide either to thaw out properly or re-freeze. Moscow, the world capital of socialism, was renowned for its drabness. The buses
were overcrowded; there were endemic shortages and endless queues. This was also the age of regular spying scandals and tit-for-tat
diplomatic expulsions and it was no surprise that visiting students were subject to intense scrutiny by the KGB. Many of Fitzpatrick's friends
were involved in espionage activities - and indeed others were accused of being spies or kept under close surveillance. In this book, Sheila
Fitzpatrick provides a unique insight into everyday life in Soviet Moscow.
When revolutions happen, they change the rules of everyday life--both the codified rules concerning the social and legal classifications of
citizens and the unwritten rules about how individuals present themselves to others. This occurred in Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution of
1917, which laid the foundations of the Soviet state, and again in 1991, when that state collapsed. Tear Off the Masks! is about the remaking
of identities in these times of upheaval. Sheila Fitzpatrick here brings together in a single volume years of distinguished work on how
individuals literally constructed their autobiographies, defended them under challenge, attempted to edit the "file-selves" created by
bureaucratic identity documentation, and denounced others for "masking" their true social identities. Marxist class-identity labels--"worker,"
"peasant," "intelligentsia," "bourgeois"--were of crucial importance to the Soviet state in the 1920s and 1930s, but it turned out that the
determination of a person's class was much more complicated than anyone expected. This in turn left considerable scope for individual
creativity and manipulation. Outright imposters, both criminal and political, also make their appearance in this book. The final chapter
describes how, after decades of struggle to construct good Soviet socialist personae, Russians had to struggle to make themselves fit for the
new, post-Soviet world in the 1990s--by "de-Sovietizing" themselves. Engaging in style and replete with colorful detail and characters drawn
from a wealth of sources, Tear Off the Masks! offers unique insight into the elusive forms of self-presentation, masking, and unmasking that
made up Soviet citizenship and continue to resonate in the post-Soviet world.
"... a comprehensive look at an enigmatic era... " —Choice "This provocative collection of essays certainly takes some of the polish off Soviet
socialism's golden age." —Journal of Interdisciplinary History "The authors and editors of this splendid volume deserve great praise. Their
work moves the field of Soviet history several large steps forward." —Slavic Review Lenin's New Economic Policy of the 1920s, although a
relatively free and open potential alternative to Soviet communism, was also a time of extreme tension, as Russian society and culture were
rocked by the forces of resistance and change. These essays examine the social and cultural dimensions of NEP in urban and rural Russia in
the years before Stalin and rapid industrialization.
Explanatory Note -- Glossary -- The Team Emerges -- The Great Break -- In Power -- The Team on View -- The Great Purges -- Into War -Postwar Hopes -- Aging Leader -- Without Stalin -- End of the Road -- Biographies
Here is a pioneering account of everyday life under Stalin, written by one of the foremost authorities on modern Russian history. Focusing on
urban areas, the book is an eye-opening account of day-to-day life in the blighted urban landscape of 1930's Russia
How was the Soviet Union like a soup kitchen? In this important and highly revisionist work, historian Sheila Fitzpatrick explains that a
reimagining of the Communist state as a provider of goods for the ‘deserving poor’ can be seen as a powerful metaphor for understanding
Soviet life as a whole. By positioning the state both as a provider and as a relief agency, Fitzpatrick establishes it as not so much a prison
(the metaphor favoured by many of her predecessors), but more the agency that made possible a way of life. Fitzpatrick’s real claim to
originality, however, is to look at the relationship between the all-powerful totalitarian government and its own people from both sides – and to
demonstrate that the Soviet people were not totally devoid of either agency or resources. Rather, they successfully developed practices that
helped them to navigate everyday life at a time of considerable danger and multiple shortages. For many, Fitzpatrick shows, becoming an
informer and reporting fellow citizens – even family and friends – to the state was a successful survival strategy. Fitzpatrick's work is noted
mainly as an example of the critical thinking skill of reasoning; she marshals evidence and arguments to deliver a highly persuasive
revisionist description of everyday life in Soviet time. However, her book has been criticized for the way in which it deals with possible counterarguments, not least the charge that many of the interviewees on whose experiences she bases much of her analysis were not typical
products of the Soviet system.
Red Britain sets out a provocative rethinking of the cultural politics of mid-century Britain by drawing attention to the extent, diversity, and
longevity of the cultural effects of the Russian Revolution. Drawing on new archival research and historical scholarship, this book explores the
conceptual, discursive, and formal reverberations of the Bolshevik Revolution in British literature and culture. It provides new insight into
canonical writers including Doris Lessing, George Orwell, Dorothy Richardson, H.G Wells, and Raymond Williams, as well bringing to
attention a cast of less-studied writers, intellectuals, journalists, and visitors to the Soviet Union. Red Britain shows that the cultural
resonances of the Russian Revolution are more far-reaching and various than has previously been acknowledged. Each of the five chapters
takes as its subject one particular problem or debate, and investigates the ways in which it was politicised as a result of the Russian
Revolution and the subsequent development of the Soviet state. The chapters focus on the idea of the future; numbers and arithmetic; law
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and justice; debates around agriculture and landowning; and finally orality, literacy, and religion. In all of these spheres, Red Britain shows
how the medievalist, romantic, oral, pastoral, anarchic, and ethical emphases of English socialism clashed with, and were sometimes
overwritten by, futurist, utilitarian, literate, urban, statist, and economistic ideas associated with the Bolshevik Revolution.
For generations in the West, Cold War animosity blocked dispassionate accounts of the Russian Revolution. This history authoritatively
restores the upheaval's primary social actors-workers, soldiers, and peasants-to their rightful place at the center of the revolutionary process.
On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, the epic story of an enormous apartment building where Communist true believers lived
before their destruction The House of Government is unlike any other book about the Russian Revolution and the Soviet experiment. Written
in the tradition of Tolstoy's War and Peace, Grossman’s Life and Fate, and Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago, Yuri Slezkine’s gripping
narrative tells the true story of the residents of an enormous Moscow apartment building where top Communist officials and their families
lived before they were destroyed in Stalin’s purges. A vivid account of the personal and public lives of Bolshevik true believers, the book
begins with their conversion to Communism and ends with their children’s loss of faith and the fall of the Soviet Union. Completed in 1931,
the House of Government, later known as the House on the Embankment, was located across the Moscow River from the Kremlin. The
largest residential building in Europe, it combined 505 furnished apartments with public spaces that included everything from a movie theater
and a library to a tennis court and a shooting range. Slezkine tells the chilling story of how the building’s residents lived in their apartments
and ruled the Soviet state until some eight hundred of them were evicted from the House and led, one by one, to prison or their deaths.
Drawing on letters, diaries, and interviews, and featuring hundreds of rare photographs, The House of Government weaves together
biography, literary criticism, architectural history, and fascinating new theories of revolutions, millennial prophecies, and reigns of terror. The
result is an unforgettable human saga of a building that, like the Soviet Union itself, became a haunted house, forever disturbed by the ghosts
of the disappeared.
“During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were
little known to anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You
will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the
events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.” --Leon Trotsky, from History of the Russian Revolution Regarded by many as
among the most powerful works of history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated
events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic,
emancipatory character. Originally published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in a single volume. It serves as the most
vital and inspiring record of the Russian Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest history of an event that I know.” --C. L. R. James “In Trotsky all
passions were aroused, but his thought remained calm and his vision clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his sight,
sharpens it.... The History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest expression of his ideas on revolution. As an
account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors, it stands unique in world literature.” --Isaac Deutscher
In this work, the author incorporates data from archives that were previously inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as
well as drawing on important recent Russian publications.
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