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In February 1942, barely two months after he had declared war on the United States,
Adolf Hitler praised America's great industrial achievements and admitted that Germany
would need some time to catch up. The Americans, he said, had shown the way in
developing the most efficient methods of production—especially in iron and coal, which
formed the basis of modern industrial civilization. He also touted America's superiority
in the field of transportation, particularly the automobile. He loved automobiles and saw
in Henry Ford a great hero of the industrial age. Hitler's personal train was even codenamed "Amerika." In Hitler and America, historian Klaus P. Fischer seeks to understand
more deeply how Hitler viewed America, the nation that was central to Germany's
defeat. He reveals Hitler's split-minded image of America: America and Amerika. Hitler
would loudly call the United States a feeble country while at the same time referring to it
as an industrial colossus worthy of imitation. Or he would belittle America in the vilest
terms while at the same time looking at the latest photos from the United States,
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watching American
films,
amusingLittlefield
himself with
Mickey Mouse
cartoons. America
was a place that Hitler admired—for the can-do spirit of the American people, which he
attributed to their Nordic blood—and envied—for its enormous territorial size, abundant
resources, and political power. Amerika, however, was to Hitler a mongrel nation,
grown too rich too soon and governed by a capitalist elite with strong ties to the Jews.
Across the Atlantic, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had his own, far more
realistically grounded views of Hitler. Fischer contrasts these with the misconceptions
and misunderstandings that caused Hitler, in the end, to see only Amerika, not
America, and led to his defeat.
This provocative thesis calls violence the driving force not just of war, but of politics and
even social stability. Though violence is commonly deplored, political scientist Ginsberg
argues that in many ways it is indispensable, unavoidable, and valuable. Ginsberg sees
violence manifested in society in many ways. "Law-preserving violence" (using Walter
Benjamin's phrase) is the chief means by which society preserves social order. Behind
the security of a stable society are the blunt instruments of the police, prisons, and the
power of the bureaucratic state to coerce and manipulate. Ginsberg also discusses
violence as a tool of social change, whether used in outright revolution or as a means of
reform in public protests or the threat of insurrection. He notes that even groups
committed to nonviolent tactics rely on the violent reactions of their opponents to
achieve their ends. And to avoid the threat of unrest, modern states resort to social
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carrot instead
of the stick).
Emphasizing the
unavoidability of violence to create major change, Ginsberg points out that few today
would trade our current situation for the alternative had our forefathers not resorted to
the violence of the American Revolution and the Civil War.
'With material drawn from more than 20 surviving refungee scientists, this is an
aweinspiring book.' The Sunday Telegraph'a fascinating account of the thousands of
Jewish scientists who left Germany under the Nazis and enriched world science.' New
Scientist
Challenging the traditional belief that Hitler's supporters were largely from the lower
middle class, Richard F. Hamilton analyzes Nazi electoral successes by turning to
previously untapped sources--urban voting records. This examination of data from a
series of elections in fourteen of the largest German cities shows that in most of them
the vote for the Nazis varied directly with the class level of the district, with the
wealthiest districts giving it the strongest support. Originally published in 1982. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books
while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
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A contentious debate lingers over whether Franklin Delano Roosevelt turned his back
on the Jews of Hitler’s Europe. FDR and the Jews reveals a concerned leader whose
efforts on behalf of Jews were far greater than those of any other world figure but
whose moral leadership was tempered by the political realities of depression and war.
NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller "An irresistible history of the WWII Jewish refugees who
returned to Europe to fight the Nazis.” —Newsday They were young Jewish boys who
escaped from Nazi-occupied Europe and resettled in America. After the United States
entered the war, they returned to fight for their adopted homeland and for the families
they had left behind. Their stories tell the tale of one of the U.S. Army’s greatest secret
weapons. Sons and Soldiers begins during the menacing rise of Hitler’s Nazi party, as
Jewish families were trying desperately to get out of Europe. Bestselling author Bruce
Henderson captures the heartbreaking stories of parents choosing to send their young
sons away to uncertain futures in America, perhaps never to see them again. As these
boys became young men, they were determined to join the fight in Europe. Henderson
describes how they were recruited into the U.S. Army and how their unique mastery of
the German language and psychology was put to use to interrogate German prisoners
of war. These young men—known as the Ritchie Boys, after the Maryland camp where
they trained—knew what the Nazis would do to them if they were captured. Yet they
leapt at the opportunity to be sent in small, elite teams to join every major combat unit
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in Europe, where
they collected
key tactical
intelligence
on enemy
strength, troop and
armored movements, and defensive positions that saved American lives and helped
win the war. A postwar army report found that nearly 60 percent of the credible
intelligence gathered in Europe came from the Ritchie Boys. Sons and Soldiers draws
on original interviews and extensive archival research to vividly re-create the stories of
six of these men, tracing their journeys from childhood through their escapes from
Europe, their feats and sacrifices during the war, and finally their desperate attempts to
find their missing loved ones. Sons and Soldiers is an epic story of heroism, courage,
and patriotism that will not soon be forgotten.
“Hitlerland is a bit of a guilty pleasure. Reading about the Nazis is not supposed to be
fun, but Nagorski manages to make it so. Readers new to this story will find it
fascinating” (The Washington Post). Hitler’s rise to power, Germany’s march to the
abyss, as seen through the eyes of Americans—diplomats, military officers, journalists,
expats, visiting authors, Olympic athletes—who watched horrified and up close.
“Engaging if chilling…a broader look at Americans who had a ringside seat to Hitler’s
rise” (USA TODAY), Hitlerland offers a gripping narrative full of surprising twists—and a
startlingly fresh perspective on this heavily dissected era.
"From the author of Hitler: Ascent, 1889-1939--a riveting account of the dictator's final
years, when he got the war he wanted but his leadership led to catastrophe for his
nation, the world, and himself."-Page 5/21
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A revealingPublished
account of Polish
cooperation
with Nazis
in WWII—a
“grim, compelling [and]
significant scholarly study” (Kirkus Reviews). Between 1942 and 1943, thousands of
Jews escaped the fate of German death camps in Poland. As they sought refuge in the
Polish countryside, the Nazi death machine organized what they called Judenjagd,
meaning hunt for the Jews. As a result of the Judenjagd, few of those who escaped the
death camps would survive to see liberation. As Jan Grabowski’s penetrating
microhistory reveals, the majority of the Jews in hiding perished as a consequence of
betrayal by their Polish neighbors. Hunt for the Jews tells the story of the Judenjagd in
Dabrowa, Tarnowska, a rural county in southeastern Poland. Drawing on materials from
Polish, Jewish, and German sources created during and after the war, Grabowski
documents the involvement of the local Polish population in the process of detecting
and killing the Jews who sought their aid. Through detailed reconstruction of events,
“Grabowski offers incredible insight into how Poles in rural Poland reacted to and, not
infrequently, were complicit with, the German practice of genocide. Grabowski also,
implicitly, challenges us to confront our own myths and to rethink how we narrate British
(and American) history of responding to the Holocaust” (European History Quarterly).
Mein Kampf
Early in his career, Hitler took inspiration from Mussolini—this fact is widely known. But
an equally important role model for Hitler has been neglected: Atatürk, the founder of
modern Turkey, who inspired Hitler to remake Germany along nationalist, secular,
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tells this 2013
compelling story.
The author explores the often overlooked historical issue of Jews or "partial Jews"
serving in the Germany military--as many as 150,000 men who served as enlisted men,
officers, and even generals. (Military History)
President Franklin D. Roosevelt coined the slogan "The Arsenal of Democracy" to
describe American might during the grim years of World War II. The man who financed
that arsenal was his Secretary of the Treasury, Henry Morgenthau Jr. This is the first
book to focus on the wartime achievements of this unlikely hero-a dyslexic college
dropout who turned himself into a forceful and efficient administrator and then
exceeded even Roosevelt in his determination to defeat the Nazis.Based on extensive
research at the FDR Library in Hyde Park, NY, author Peter Moreira describes
Morgenthau's truly breathtaking accomplishments: He led the greatest financial
program the world has ever seen, raising $310 billion (over $4.8 trillion in today's
dollars) to finance the war effort. This was largely done without the help of Wall Street
by appealing to the patriotism of the average citizen through the sale of war bonds. In
addition, he championed aid to Britain before America entered the war; initiated and
oversaw the War Refugee Board, spearheading the rescue of 200,000 Jews from the
Nazis; and became the architect of the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, which
produced the modern economic paradigm. The book also chronicles Morgenthau's
many challenges, ranging from anti-Semitism to the postwar "Morgenthau Plan" that
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was his undoing.
This isBy
a captivating
about Publishers
an understated
and often overlooked
member of the Roosevelt cabinet who played a pivotal role in the American war effort to
defeat the Nazis.
The author of How the Jews Defeated Hitler presents a researched case that argues
that war has a role in the technological, economic and liberal progress of civilization,
explaining how societies and governments have been best able to assess threats from
the perspectives of war survivors.
A groundbreaking reassessment of the crucial but unrecognized roles Germany's Jews
played at home and at the front during World War I
In this Hugo Award–winning alternative history classic—the basis for the Amazon
Original series—the United States lost World War II and was subsequently divided
between the Germans in the East and the Japanese in the West. It’s America in 1962.
Slavery is legal once again. The few Jews who still survive hide under assumed names.
In this world, we meet characters like Frank Frink, a dealer of counterfeit Americana
who is himself hiding his Jewish ancestry; Nobusuke Tagomi, the Japanese trade
minister in San Francisco, unsure of his standing within the bureaucracy and Japan's
with Germany; and Juliana Frink, Frank's ex-wife, who may be more important than she
realizes. These seemingly disparate characters gradually realize their connections to
each other just as they realize that something is not quite right about their world. And it
seems as though the answers might lie with Hawthorne Abendsen, a mysterious and
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a world in 2013
which the US won the
War... The Man in the High Castle is Dick at his best, giving readers a harrowing vision
of the world that almost was. “The single most resonant and carefully imagined book of
Dick’s career.” —New York Times
A riveting account of how the Nazi Party came to power and how the failures of the Weimar
Republic and the shortsightedness of German politicians allowed it to happen. Why did
democracy fall apart so quickly and completely in Germany in the 1930s? How did a
democratic government allow Adolf Hitler to seize power? In The Death of Democracy,
Benjamin Carter Hett answers these questions, and the story he tells has disturbing
resonances for our own time. To say that Hitler was elected is too simple. He would never
have come to power if Germany’s leading politicians had not responded to a spate of populist
insurgencies by trying to co-opt him, a strategy that backed them into a corner from which the
only way out was to bring the Nazis in. Hett lays bare the misguided confidence of
conservative politicians who believed that Hitler and his followers would willingly support them,
not recognizing that their efforts to use the Nazis actually played into Hitler’s hands. They had
willingly given him the tools to turn Germany into a vicious dictatorship. Benjamin Carter Hett is
a leading scholar of twentieth-century Germany and a gifted storyteller whose portraits of these
feckless politicians show how fragile democracy can be when those in power do not respect it.
He offers a powerful lesson for today, when democracy once again finds itself embattled and
the siren song of strongmen sounds ever louder.
One of the most common assumptions about World War II is that the Jews did not actively or
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Benjamin Ginsberg convincingly argues that the Jews not only resisted the Germans but
actually played a major role in the defeat of Nazi Germany. The question, he contends, is not
whether the Jews fought but where and by what means. True, many Jews were poorly armed,
outnumbered, and without resources, but Ginsberg shows persuasively that this myth of
passivity is solely that—a myth. Instead, the Jews resisted strongly in four key ways: through
their leadership role in organizing the defense of the Soviet Union, their influence and scientific
research in the United States, their contribution to allied espionage and cryptanalysis, and their
importance in European resistance movements. In this compelling, cogent history, we discover
that Jews contributed powerfully to Hitler’s defeat.
How the Jews Defeated HitlerExploding the Myth of Jewish Passivity in the Face of
NazismRowman & Littlefield
A 2018 FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE The chilling, little-known story of the rise of
Nazism in Los Angeles, and the Jewish leaders and spies they recruited who stopped it. No
American city was more important to the Nazis than Los Angeles, home to Hollywood, the
greatest propaganda machine in the world. The Nazis plotted to kill the city's Jews and to
sabotage the nation's military installations: plans existed for hanging twenty prominent
Hollywood figures such as Al Jolson, Charlie Chaplin, and Samuel Goldwyn; for driving through
Boyle Heights and machine-gunning as many Jews as possible; and for blowing up defense
installations and seizing munitions from National Guard armories along the Pacific Coast. U.S.
law enforcement agencies were not paying close attention--preferring to monitor Reds rather
than Nazis--and only Leon Lewis and his daring ring of spies stood in the way. From 1933 until
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dangerous Jew in Los Angeles," ran a spy operation comprised of military veterans and their
wives who infiltrated every Nazi and fascist group in Los Angeles. Often rising to leadership
positions, this daring ring of spies uncovered and foiled the Nazi's disturbing plans for death
and destruction. Featuring a large cast of Nazis, undercover agents, and colorful supporting
players, Hitler in Los Angeles, by acclaimed historian Steven J. Ross, tells the story of Lewis's
daring spy network in a time when hate groups had moved from the margins to the
mainstream.
The chilling story of the hundred days in the spring of 1933 in which the Nazis laid the
foundations for their Third Reich.
Hitler and the Holocaust is the product of a lifetime’s work by one of the world’s foremost
authorities on the history of anti-Semitism and modern Jewry. Robert S. Wistrich begins by
reckoning with Europe’s long history of violence against the Jews, and how that tradition
manifested itself in Germany and Austria in the early twentieth century. He looks at the forces
that shaped Hitler’s belief in a "Jewish menace" that must be eradicated, and the process by
which, once Hitler gained power, the Nazi regime tightened the noose around Germany’s
Jews. He deals with many crucial questions, such as when Hitler’s plans for mass genocide
were finalized, the relationship between the Holocaust and the larger war, and the mechanism
of authority by which power–and guilt–flowed out from the Nazi inner circle to "ordinary
Germans," and other Europeans. He explains the infernal workings of the death machine, the
nature of Jewish and other resistance, and the sad story of collaboration and indifference
across Europe and America, and in the Church. Finally, Wistrich discusses the abiding legacy
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authority and insight, Hitler and the Holocaust is an indelible contribution to the literature of
history.
Focusing on German society immediately following the First World War, this vivid historical
narrative explains how fake news and political uproar influenced Hitler and put him on the path
toward dictatorial power. How did an obscure agitator on the political fringes of early-20thcentury Germany rise to become the supreme leader of the "Third Reich"? Unlike many other
books that track Adolf Hitler's career after 1933, this book focuses on his formative
period--immediately following World War I (1918-1924). The author, a veteran producer of
historical documentaries, brings to life this era of political unrest and violent conflict, when
forces on both the left and right were engaged in a desperate power struggle. Among the
competing groups was a highly sophisticated network of ethnic chauvinists that discovered
Hitler and groomed him into the leader he became. The book also underscores the importance
of a post-war socialist revolution in Bavaria, led by earnest reformers, some of whom were
Jewish. Right wing extremists skewed this brief experiment in democracy followed by Sovietstyle communism as evidence of a Jewish-Bolshevik plot. Along with the pernicious "stab-inthe-back" myth, which misdirected blame for Germany's defeat onto civilian politicians, public
opinion was primed for Hitler to use his political cunning and oratorical powers to effectively
blame Jews and Communists for all of Germany's problems. Based on archival research in
Germany, England, and the US, this striking narrative reveals how the manipulation of facts
and the use of propaganda helped an obscure, embittered malcontent to gain political
legitimacy, which led to dictatorial power over a nation.
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Jewish refugees—a top-secret band of brothers—who waged war on Hitler.”—Alex Kershaw, New
York Times best-selling author of The Longest Winter and TheLiberator The incredible World
War II saga of the German-Jewish commandos who fought in Britain’s most secretive specialforces unit—but whose story has gone untold until now June 1942. The shadow of the Third
Reich has fallen across the European continent. In desperation, Winston Churchill and his
chief of staff form an unusual plan: a new commando unit made up of Jewish refugees who
have escaped to Britain. The resulting volunteers are a motley group of intellectuals, artists,
and athletes, most from Germany and Austria. Many have been interned as enemy aliens, and
have lost their families, their homes—their whole worlds. They will stop at nothing to defeat the
Nazis. Trained in counterintelligence and advanced combat, this top secret unit becomes
known as X Troop. Some simply call them a suicide squad. Drawing on extensive original
research, including interviews with the last surviving members, Leah Garrett follows this unique
band of brothers from Germany to England and back again, with stops at British internment
camps, the beaches of Normandy, the battlefields of Italy and Holland, and the hellscape of
Terezin concentration camp—the scene of one of the most dramatic, untold rescues of the war.
For the first time, X Troop tells the astonishing story of these secret shock troops and their
devastating blows against the Nazis. “Garrett’s detective work is stunning, and her storytelling
is masterful. This is an original account of Jewish rescue, resistance, and revenge.”—Wendy
Lower, author of The Ravine and National Book Award finalist Hitler’s Furies

From an acclaimed military historian, a fascinating account of just how close the Allies
were to losing World War II. Most of us rally around the glory of the Allies' victory over
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fight was won by an
astonishing array of manpower and stunning tactics. However, what is often overlooked
is how the intersection between Adolf Hitler's influential personality and his military
strategy was critical in causing Germany to lose the war. With an acute eye for detail
and his use of clear prose, Bevin Alexander goes beyond counterfactual "What if?"
history and explores for the first time just how close the Allies were to losing the war.
Using beautifully detailed, newly designed maps, How Hitler Could Have Won World
War II exquisitely illustrates the important battles and how certain key movements and
mistakes by Germany were crucial in determining the war's outcome. Alexander's
harrowing study shows how only minor tactical changes in Hitler's military approach
could have changed the world we live in today. Alexander probes deeply into the crucial
intersection between Hitler's psyche and military strategy and how his paranoia fatally
overwhelmed his acute political shrewdness to answer the most terrifying question: Just
how close were the Nazis to victory?
This is a short introduction to the study of Hitler's Germany. tracing the outline that led
to Hitler's rise to power and concluding with the plans of mass destruction of world
Jewry, Burrin simplifies this Black period in Europe's his.
Anti-Semitism is on the rise. And organized anti-Semitism is moving from the fringes to
the center of public life. Now Ginsberg puts the new anti-Jew feelings under the
powerful microscope of history and documents the uses of organized anti-Semitism on
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In Hitler's Shadow War, World War II scholar Donald M. McKale contends that the
persecution and murder of the Jews, Slavs, and other groups was Hitler's primary effort
during the war, not the conquest of Europe. According to McKale, Hitler and the Nazi
leadership used the military campaigns of the war as a cover for a genocidal program
that centered on the Final Solution. Hitler continued to commit extensive manpower and
materials to this "shadow war" even when Germany was losing the battles of the war's
closing years.
A study of Hitler's antisemitic, apocalyptic worldview, how it was translated into Nazi
ideology and the implementation of the destruction of European Jewry, and how it has
been adopted and adapted in the postwar period by the Soviet Union and Arab and
Muslim countries. Chs. 1-8 (p. 12-173) deal with Hitler and Nazism. States that Hitler
always spoke of the destruction of Jewry in tones of apocalyptic fervor. It was the fusion
of a modern, totalitarian political praxis with a gnostic-racist Manichean ideology of war
against the forces of Darkness that provided the radical novelty in Hitler's movement.
He used the tsarist Russian idea of an international Jewish conspiracy as his inspiration
for a radical restructuring of the modern political world. The Soviet, Arab and Islamic
antisemitism described in chs. 9-12 (p. 174-255) are part of a multi-layered continuum
of blood-curdling rhetoric which postulates the existence of an international, shadowy
occult conspiracy with its Jewish political center in Israel. This crusade goes today
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From bestselling author David Nasaw, a sweeping new history of the one million
refugees left behind in Germany after WWII In May 1945, after German forces
surrendered to the Allied powers, millions of concentration camp survivors, POWs,
slave laborers, political prisoners, and Nazi collaborators were left behind in Germany,
a nation in ruins. British and American soldiers attempted to repatriate the refugees, but
more than a million displaced persons remained in Germany: Jews, Poles, Estonians,
Latvians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and other Eastern Europeans who refused to go
home or had no homes to return to. Most would eventually be resettled in lands
suffering from postwar labor shortages, but no nation, including the United States, was
willing to accept more than a handful of the 200,000 to 250,000 Jewish men, women,
and children who remained trapped in Germany. When in June, 1948, the United States
Congress passed legislation permitting the immigration of displaced persons, visas
were granted to sizable numbers of war criminals and Nazi collaborators, but denied to
90% of the Jewish displaced persons. A masterwork from acclaimed historian David
Nasaw, The Last Million tells the gripping but until now hidden story of postwar
displacement and statelessness and of the Last Million, as they crossed from a broken
past into an unknowable future, carrying with them their wounds, their fears, their hope,
and their secrets. Here for the first time, Nasaw illuminates their incredible history and
shows us how it is our history as well.
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college dropout fueled his determination to defeat the Nazis by creating a financial
program to finance the war and launched the American aircraft program.
Adolph Hitler's life divides into five major categories: his life as a young man, his
experiences in World War 1, the gaining of ultimate power, the gambles he took on a
possible war, and his final defeat. As a young man he consistently chose to fight one of
his parents, to reject the educational system, to live isolated from others as much as
possible, never to love anyone again because of a death in the family, and finally to live
as a homeless street person for four years. His experiences in World War 1gave him
the opportunity to view war as the greatest of all human achievements and a necessary
experience which all humans should go through. On his way to gaining ultimate power
in Germany he practiced turning likely defeats into victory. His secret of dealing with
seeming defeats was to never yield an inch to his enemies at any point. When facing a
choice between comradeship and power he chose power. Hitler was a gambler. He
gambled on war when he marched into the Rhineland, into Austria and into
Czechoslovakia. Each time his gamble paid off. He took the chance again in Poland
and the West, but miscalculated. However, he did get to shed blood, which he felt was
his calling and destiny. Adolf Hitler had two goals, which led to his final defeat: the
destruction of Communism and the annihilation of the Jews. His greatest risk was the
invasion of the Soviet Union. His unyielding personality and unwillingness to admit a
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mistake caused
him to make
major military
blunders
such as Stalingrad
and the
Normandy Invasion. Unable to defeat the Communist he concluded that the Jews must
be destroyed at all costs even if it meant losing the war. Hitler ended as a suicide in his
underground bunker in Berlin. His last year was spent as a physical wreck, feeling
extreme self-pity, and blaming others for his mistakes. In his last few days he married
the person closest to him, his mistress, Eva Braun. He gave instructions to a close
adjutant to destroy all his papers. This book is a supposed account of what his life was
like in his own writings: how he became the man he was!
Bestselling historian Andrew Nagorski takes a fresh look at the decisive year 1941, when
Hitler’s miscalculations and policy of terror propelled Churchill, FDR, and Stalin into a powerful
new alliance that defeated Nazi Germany. In early 1941, Hitler’s armies ruled most of Europe.
Churchill’s Britain was an isolated holdout against the Nazi tide, but German bombers were
attacking its cities and German U-boats were attacking its ships. Stalin was observing the
terms of the Nazi-Soviet Pact, and Roosevelt was vowing to keep the United States out of the
war. Hitler was confident that his aim of total victory was within reach. \By the end of 1941, all
that changed. Hitler had repeatedly gambled on escalation and lost: by invading the Soviet
Union and committing a series of disastrous military blunders; by making mass murder and
terror his weapons of choice, and by rushing to declare war on the United States after Japan’s
attack on Pearl Harbor. Britain emerged with two powerful new allies—Russia and the United
States. By then, Germany was doomed to defeat. Nagorski illuminates the actions of the major
characters of this pivotal year as never before. 1941: The Year Germany Lost the War is a
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megalomania
versus
determined leadership.
It also reveals
how 1941 set the Holocaust in motion, and presaged the postwar division of Europe, triggering
the Cold War. 1941 was a year that forever defined our world.
An innovative and thorough history of how Hitler's war to eliminate Europe's Jews and the
Wehrmacht's war versus the Allies were in conflict with each other to the material detriment of
the latter.
The classic history of Adolph Hitler's rise to power and his dramatic defeat
Argues that the Jews played a major role in the defeat of Nazi Germany, showing how they
resisted in four key ways: through their leadership role in organizing the defense of the Soviet
Union, their influence and scientific research in the United States, their contribution to allied
espionage and cryptanalysis and their importance in European resistance movements.
A groundbreaking history of what drove the Germans to fight -- and keep fighting -- for a lost
cause in World War II In The German War, acclaimed historian Nicholas Stargardt draws on an
extraordinary range of firsthand testimony -- personal diaries, court records, and military
correspondence -- to explore how the German people experienced the Second World War.
When war broke out in September 1939, it was deeply unpopular in Germany. Yet without the
active participation and commitment of the German people, it could not have continued for
almost six years. What, then, was the war the Germans thought they were fighting? How did
the changing course of the conflict -- the victories of the Blitzkrieg, the first defeats in the east,
the bombing of German cities -- alter their views and expectations? And when did Germans
first realize they were fighting a genocidal war? Told from the perspective of those who lived
through it -- soldiers, schoolteachers, and housewives; Nazis, Christians, and Jews -- this
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2013 and fears of a
masterful historical
narrative
fresh and
disturbing
light on the beliefs
people who embarked on and fought to the end a brutal war of conquest and genocide.
“Masterful...An indispensable warning for our own time.” —Samuel Moyn “Magisterial...Covers
this dark history with insight and skill...A major intervention into our understanding of 20thcentury Europe and the lessons we ought to take away from its history.” —The Nation For much
of the last century, Europe was haunted by a threat of its own imagining: Judeo-Bolshevism.
The belief that Communism was a Jewish plot to destroy the nations of Europe took hold
during the Russian Revolution and quickly spread. During World War II, fears of a JudeoBolshevik conspiracy were fanned by the fascists and sparked a genocide. But the myth did
not die with the end of Nazi Germany. A Specter Haunting Europe shows that this paranoid
fantasy persists today in the toxic politics of revitalized right-wing nationalism. “It is both
salutary and depressing to be reminded of how enduring the trope of an exploitative global
Jewish conspiracy against pure, humble, and selfless nationalists really is...A century after the
end of the first world war, we have, it seems, learned very little.” —Mark Mazower, Financial
Times “From the start, the fantasy held that an alien element—the Jews—aimed to subvert the
cultural values and national identities of Western societies...The writers, politicians, and shills
whose poisonous ideas he exhumes have many contemporary admirers.” —Robert Legvold,
Foreign Affairs
This volume puts to rest the myth that the Jews went passively to the slaughter like sheep.
Indeed Jews resisted in every Nazi-occupied country - in the forests, the ghettos, and the
concentration camps.The essays presented here consider Jewish resistance to be resistance
by Jewish persons in specifically Jewish groups, or by Jewish persons working within nonPage 20/21
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Resistance
could be
armed revolt;
flight; the rescue
individuals by concealment in non-Jewish homes, farms, and institutions; or by the smuggling
of Jews into countries where Jews were not objects of Nazi persecution. Other forms of
resistance include every act that Jewish people carried out to fight against the dehumanizing
agenda of the Nazis - acts such as smuggling food, clothing, and medicine into the ghettos,
putting on plays, reading poetry, organizing orchestras and art exhibits, forming schools,
leaving diaries, and praying. These attempts to remain physically, intellectually, culturally,
morally, and theologically alive constituted resistance to Nazi oppression, which was designed
to demolish individuals, destroy their soul, and obliterate their desire to live.
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