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Thomas Cranmer’s place in English history is firmly
established, yet the complexities of his character
have remained obscure and he continues to be one
of the most problematic figures of the Tudor period.
Susan Wabuda’s biography sheds fresh light not
only on the private Cranmer, but also on the qualities
that enabled him to master a shifting political
landscape and to build a new English Church.
Athletic by nature, Cranmer enjoyed hunting and he
was a keen collector of books. He was blessed with
several lifelong friendships and twice risked his
career by marrying the women he loved. A skilled
debater and a deft politician, Cranmer sought to
balance his long-term plans for the Church against
the immediate demands of survival at court.
Obedient at all times, yet never entirely trustworthy,
he had to reconcile the will of his God with the will of
the monarch he served. For too long, Cranmer’s
legacy has overshadowed the life of the man
himself, but this new biography enriches and
extends our understanding of both. Accessible and
informative, it will be essential reading for students
and scholars of the English Reformation and the
Tudor age.
This book explores the hitherto neglected
relationship between the English Reformation and
Page 1/28

Read Book Henry Vii Routledge Historical
Biographies
the Lutheran scholar Philip Melanchthon
(1497-1560). It looks at how Henry, following his
break with Rome, flirted with Lutheranism as a
doctrine to replace Catholicism, before the eventual
collapse of the policy and its replacement with a
more moderate reform programme under Cranmer. It
then goes on to investigate how Melanchthon, as the
leading proponent of Lutheranism influenced
successive royal governments, both positively and
negatively, as they struggled to impose their own
brand of doctrinal conformity on the English church.
By refracting the well known narrative of the English
Reformation through the lens of Melanchthon, new
light is shed on many events that have puzzled
historians. The study provides fascinating new
perspectives on such questions as why Henry
suddenly abandoned his Lutheran policy, why
Cromwell fell from power in 1540 and even insights
into Elizabeth's personal beliefs. By tying events in
England into the context of the wider European
Reformation, through the work of Philip
Melanchthon, this book offers fresh insights into the
nature and development of early evangelical
Protestantism.
Presents the life of Henry VII, how he ran his
government, how his authority was maintained, and
the nature of the country over which he ruled since
he claimed the throne in 1485. This book explores
how Henry's reign was important in stabilizing the
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English monarchy and providing sound financial and
institutional basis for later developments.
Exploring the intersection between art and political
ideology, this innovative study of art in Henrician
England sheds new light on the ways in which Henry
VIII and his advisers exploited visual images in order
to communicate ideas to his subjects. The works
analyzed include water triumphs, coronation
pageants and funeral processions, printed title pages
of vernacular Bibles, coins, portrait miniatures, and
murals, as well as panel paintings. With her analysis
of these categories of objects, and using
communication theory as a starting point, String
presents a new model of communication based on
the concepts of magnificence, topicality,
persuasiveness, and propaganda. Through this
model she shows how medium, location, display,
and viewership were all considered in the
transmission of royal messages. Using the art of
Henry VIII's reign as a case study, String enriches
our understanding of the fundamental contribution of
imagery to communication, and also provides a
model for the study of the dissemination of ideas and
the patron-artist relationship in other royal courts and
historical periods.
The Routledge Handbook of Shakespeare and
Memory introduces this vibrant field of study to
students and scholars, whilst defining and extending
critical debates in the area. The book begins with a
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series of "Critical Introductions" offering an overview
of memory in particular areas of Shakespeare such
as theatre, print culture, visual arts, post-colonial
adaptation and new media. These essays both
introduce the topic but also explore specific areas
such as the way in which Shakespeare’s
representation in the visual arts created a national
and then a global poet. The entries then develop into
more specific studies of the genre of Shakespeare,
with sections on Tragedy, History, Comedy and
Poetry, which include insightful readings of specific
key plays. The book ends with a state of the art
review of the area, charting major contributions to
the debate, and illuminating areas for further study.
The international range of contributors explore the
nature of memory in religious, political, emotional
and economic terms which are not only relevant to
Shakespearean times, but to the way we think and
read now.
When Henry VIII died in 1547 he left a church in
England that had broken with Rome - but was it
Protestant? The English Reformation was quite
different in its methods, motivations and results to
that taking place on the continent. This book: *
examines the influences of continental reform on
England * describes the divorce of Henry VIII and
the break with Rome * discusses the political and
religious consequences of the break with Rome *
assesses the success of the Reformation up to 1547
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* provides a clear guide to the main strands of
historical thought on the topic.
Catherine of Aragon is an elusive subject. Despite
her status as a Spanish infanta, Princess of Wales,
and Queen of England, few of her personal letters
have survived, and she is obscured in the
contemporary royal histories. In this evocative
biography, Theresa Earenfight presents an intimate
and engaging portrait of Catherine told through the
objects that she left behind. A pair of shoes, a
painting, a rosary, a fur-trimmed baby blanket--each
of these things took meaning from the ways
Catherine experienced and perceived them. Through
an examination of the inventories listing the few
possessions Catherine owned at her death,
Earenfight follows the arc of Catherine's life: first as
a coddled child in Castile, then as a young adult
alone in England after the death of her first husband,
a devoted wife and doting mother, a patron of the
arts and of universities, and, finally, a dear friend to
the women and men who stood by her after Henry
VIII set her aside in favor of another woman. Based
on traces and fragments, these portraits of Catherine
are interpretations of a life lived five centuries ago.
Earenfight creates a compelling picture of a
multifaceted, intelligent woman and a queen of
England. Engagingly written, this cultural and
emotional biography of Catherine brings us closer to
understanding her life from her own perspective.
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Through a thematic and broadly chronological
approach, Wolsey offers a fascinating insight into the
life and legacy of a man who was responsible for
building Henry VIII’s reputation as England’s most
impressive king. The book reviews Thomas
Wolsey’s record as the realm’s leading Churchman,
Lord Chancellor and political patron and thereby
demonstrates how and why Wolsey became central
to Henry’s government for 20 years. By analysing
Wolsey’s role in key events such as the Field of
Cloth of Gold, the study highlights how significant
Wolsey was in directing and conducting England’s
foreign relations as the king’s most trusted advisor.
Based on up-to-date research, Richardson not only
newly appraises the circumstances of Wolsey’s fall
but also challenges accusations of treason made
against him. This study provides a new appreciation
of Wolsey’s importance as a cultural and artistic
patron, as well as a royal administrator and
politician; roles which helped to bring both Henry VIII
and England to the forefront of foreign relations in
the early-sixteenth century. Presenting Wolsey in his
contemporary and historiographical contexts more
fully than any currently available study, Wolsey is
perfect for students of Tudor England.
Elizabeth I was Queen of England for almost fortyfive years. The daughter of Henry VIII and Ann
Boleyn, as an infant she was briefly accepted as her
father’s heir. After her mother was executed at her
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father’s command she was declared illegitimate and
led a sometimes scandalous existence until her
accession to the throne at the age of twenty-five.
Elizabeth oversaw a vibrant age of exploration and
literature and established herself, the "Virgin
Queen", a national icon that lives on in the popular
imagination. But Elizabeth was England’s second
female monarch, and was greatly influenced by the
experiences and mistakes of the reign of her halfsister, Mary I, before her. During her reign, Elizabeth
had to perform a complicated balancing act in
religious matters. As religious wars raged in Europe,
Elizabeth herself a moderate Protestant, had to
manage an inherited Catholic realm and the
demands of zealous Protestants. The importance of
such familiar features of Elizabeth’s reign as the
presence in England of Mary Queen of Scots and
her enduring efforts to take the throne, the Spanish
armada, and the origins of English colonial
expansion beyond the British archipelago all receive
fresh attention in this engaging book. This new
biography sheds light on Elizabeth’s early life,
influences and on her personal religious beliefs as
well as examining her reign, politics and reassesses
Elizabeth’s reluctance to marry, a matter for which
she has been much praised, but which is here
judged one of the second queen regnant’s more
problematic decisions. Judith M. Richards takes an
objective and rounded view of Elizabeth’s whole life
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and provides the perfect introduction for students
and general readers alike.
His great grandfather and his grandfather had been
presidents of the United States, and to a small boy
this seemed a matter of course in his family. But
Henry Adams, belonging to a later generation,
coming to maturity at the time of the Civil War, found
himself in an age uncongenial to the leadership of
such men as his ancestors. In the changing world of
the late nineteenth century and early twentieth
century, Adams found his rightful place as an
observer and critic rather than a participant in public
life. But no time and no country ever had a keener
mind to take note of the comic and tragic qualities
embedded in the political, economic, and human
drama upon which he gazed. And his writings appeal
timelessly in their incisive wit, their warm charm, and
in the way they speak to us of a very individual
personality. When Stevenson's book first appeared,
the New York Times called it 'One of the noteable
biographies of recent years,' and it won the Bancroft
Prize that year. It remains an engrossing portrait of a
remarkable man.It is good to take note of the sage
he became in his late, great books: Mont-St. Michel
and Chartres and The Education of Henry Adams.
This biography explains how Henry Adams became
the man both admired and feared in his later years.
He was first a bright, unformed young man who was
a diplomatic assistant to his father; then an
Page 8/28

Read Book Henry Vii Routledge Historical
Biographies
ambitious journalist, a writer of several 'sensational'
newspaper and magazine articles. Next he became
a provocative and innovative teacher, and a historian
unequalled in his presentation of the Jeffersonian
period. Until his wife's tragic death, he was a willing
actor on the social scene of his beloved Washington,
D.C. Throughout, he remained a friend and instigator
of the careers of friends in artistic and scientific
fields. His writings speak to us still and seem
contemporary in their tone as well as their view of
cycles of culture and their warnings of decline and
achievement.
From the KGB to the Kremlin: a multidimensional
portrait of the man at war with the West. Where do
Vladimir Putin's ideas come from? How does he look
at the outside world? What does he want, and how
far is he willing to go? The great lesson of the
outbreak of World War I in 1914 was the danger of
misreading the statements, actions, and intentions of
the adversary. Today, Vladimir Putin has become
the greatest challenge to European security and the
global world order in decades. Russia's 8,000
nuclear weapons underscore the huge risks of not
understanding who Putin is. Featuring five new
chapters, this new edition dispels potentially
dangerous misconceptions about Putin and offers a
clear-eyed look at his objectives. It presents Putin as
a reflection of deeply ingrained Russian ways of
thinking as well as his unique personal background
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and experience. Praise for the first edition If you
want to begin to understand Russia today, read this
book. —Sir John Scarlett, former chief of the British
Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) For anyone wishing
to understand Russia's evolution since the breakup
of the Soviet Union and its trajectory since then, the
book you hold in your hand is an essential
guide.—John McLaughlin, former deputy director of
U.S. Central Intelligence Of the many biographies of
Vladimir Putin that have appeared in recent years,
this one is the most useful. —Foreign Affairs This is
not just another Putin biography. It is a psychological
portrait. —The Financial Times Q: Do you have time
to read books? If so, which ones would you
recommend? "My goodness, let's see. There's Mr.
Putin, by Fiona Hill and Clifford Gaddy. Insightful."
—Vice President Joseph Biden in Joe Biden: The
Rolling Stone Interview.
The Routledge Handbook of the History of
Sustainability is a far-reaching survey of the deep
and contemporary history of sustainability. This
innovative resource will help to define the history of
sustainability as an identifiable field. It provides a
unique resource for advanced undergraduates,
graduate students, and scholars, and delivers
essential context for understanding the current state
and future path of the sustainability movement. The
history of sustainability is an increasingly important
domain within the discipline of history, which draws
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on an interdisciplinary set of fields, ranging from
energy studies, transportation, and urbanism to
environmental history, economics, and philosophy.
Key sections in this handbook cover the
historiography of sustainability, resilience and
collapse in historical societies, the deep roots of
sustainability (seventeenth century to nineteenth
century), the recent history of sustainability
(twentieth century to present), and core issues and
key debates in sustainability. This handbook is an
invaluable research and teaching tool for those
interested in the history and development of
sustainability and an essential resource for the many
sustainability studies programs that now exist in the
world's universities.
Henry VIII remains the most iconic and controversial
of all English Kings. For over four-hundred years he
has been lauded, reviled and mocked, but rarely
ignored. In his many guises - model Renaissance
prince, Defender of the Faith, rapacious plunderer of
the Church, obese Bluebeard-- he has featured in
numerous works of fact and faction, in books,
magazines, paintings, theatre, film and television.
Yet despite this perennial fascination with Henry the
man and monarch, there has been little
comprehensive exploration of his historiographic
legacy. Therefore scholars will welcome this
collection, which provides a systematic survey of
Henry's reputation from his own age through to the
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present. Divided into three sections, the volume
begins with an examination of Henry's reputation in
the period between his death and the outbreak of the
English Civil War, a time that was to create many of
the tropes that would dominate his historical legacy.
The second section deals with the further evolution
of his reputation, from the Restoration to Edwardian
era, a time when Catholic commentators and women
writers began moving into the mainstream of English
print culture. The final section covers the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries, which witnessed an
explosion of representations of Henry, both in print
and on screen. Taken together these studies, by a
distinguished group of international scholars, offer a
lively and engaging overview of how Henry's
reputation has been used, abused and manipulated
in both academia and popular culture since the
sixteenth century. They provide intriguing insights
into how he has been reinvented at different times to
reflect the cultural, political and religious demands of
the moment; sometimes as hero, sometimes as
villain, but always as an unmistakable and iconic
figure in the historical landscape.
‘Anyone who writes about the Tudor century puts
his head into a number of untamed lions’ mouths.’
G.R. Elton, Preface Geoffrey Elton (1921–1994) was
one of the great historians of the Tudor period.
England Under the Tudors is his major work and an
outstanding history of a crucial and turbulent period
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in British and European history. Revised several
times since its first publication in 1955, England
Under the Tudors charts a historical period that
witnessed monumental changes in religion,
monarchy, and government – and one that continued
to shape British history long after. Spanning the
commencement of Henry VII's reign to the death of
Elizabeth I, Elton’s magisterial account is populated
by many colourful and influential characters, from
Cardinal Wolsey, Thomas Cranmer, and Thomas
Cromwell to Henry VIII and Mary Queen of Scots.
Elton also examines aspects of the Tudor period that
had been previously overlooked, such as empire and
commonwealth, agriculture and industry, seapower,
and the role of the arts and literature. This Routledge
Classics edition includes a new foreword by
Diarmaid MacCulloch.
Henry VIII's decision to declare himself supreme
head of the church in England, and thereby set
himself in opposition to the authority of the papacy,
had momentous consequences for the country and
his subjects. At a stroke people were forced to
reconsider assumptions about their identity and
loyalties, in rapidly shifting political and theological
circumstances. Whilst many studies have
investigated Catholic and Protestant identities during
the reigns of Elizabeth and Mary, much less is
understood about the processes of religious identityformation during Henry's reign.
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It is difficult to fully understand the role that sport
plays in contemporary global society without
understanding how and why governments, NGOs
and other organizations formulate and implement
policy relating to sport. The Routledge Handbook of
Sport Policy is the only book to offer a
comprehensive overview of current perspectives,
techniques and approaches to the analysis of sport
policy around the world. The book introduces a
diverse range of approaches to policy analysis
across the full range of political and societal
contexts, including developed and developing
economies; state-centric, mixed economy and
market-led systems, and both liberal democracies
and political systems characterized by a dominant
elite. It is arranged into five sections addressing the
key topics and themes in the analysis of
contemporary sport policy, including: theory and its
implications for methodology globalization,
governance, partnerships and networks elite sport
policy development, sport and joint policy agendas
sport policy and social theory. With contributions
from leading policy analysts around the world,
including Europe, North America, the Middle East
and Asia, this book is important reading for any
student, researcher or professional working in sport
management, sport development, sport and society,
or mainstream public policy, policy analysis or social
policy.
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Originally published in 1971, The Royal Demesne in
English History shows how Norman and Angevin kings
were able to regard the whole of their English kingdom
as their royal demesne in the continental medieval
sense. The book argues that only through the later loss
of their continental possessions were they compelled to
show interest in creating special royal estates within their
English kingdom, and then only for the members of their
families. The power of medieval English kings as
landowners provides a constant theme of the highest
political importance in the dispensation of royal
patronage, but not in the history of government finance.
The book discusses how in the later stages of the
cumulative creation of the royal family estates, did the
idea gain currency in England, that an endowed and
inalienable royal landed estate ought to form the basis of
monarchical stability and financial solvency. This book
forms an interesting and detailed look at the
development of the medieval monarchy in terms of land
and ownership.
Explore a fascinating look at the three pretenders to the
Tudor throne - Simnel, Warbeck, and Warwick.
This comprehensive and beautifully illustrated collection
of essays conveys a vivid picture of a fascinating and
hugely significant period in history. Featuring
contributions from thirty-eight international scholars, the
book takes a thematic approach to a period which saw
the defeat of the Spanish Armada, the explorations of
Francis Drake and Walter Ralegh, the establishment of
the Protestant Church, the flourishing of commercial
theatre and the works of Edmund Spencer, Philip Sidney
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and William Shakespeare. Encompassing social,
political, cultural, religious and economic history, and
crossing several disciplines, The Elizabethan World
depicts a time of transformation, and a world order in
transition. Topics covered include central and local
government; political ideas; censorship and propaganda;
parliament, the Protestant Church, the Catholic
community; social hierarchies; women; the family and
household; popular culture, commerce and consumption;
urban and rural economies; theatre; art; architecture;
intellectual developments ; exploration and imperialism;
Ireland, and the Elizabethan wars. The volume conveys
a vivid picture of how politics, religion, popular culture,
the world of work and social practices fit together in an
exciting world of change, and will be invaluable reading
for all students and scholars of the Elizabethan period.
The Reader's Guide to British History is the essential
source to secondary material on British history. This
resource contains over 1,000 A-Z entries on the history
of Britain, from ancient and Roman Britain to the present
day. Each entry lists 6-12 of the best-known books on
the subject, then discusses those works in an essay of
800 to 1,000 words prepared by an expert in the field.
The essays provide advice on the range and depth of
coverage as well as the emphasis and point of view
espoused in each publication.
Description: Movie Press Kits.
Escaped slave, Civil War spy, scout, and nurse, and
champion of women's suffrage, Harriet Tubman is an
icon of heroism. Perhaps most famous for leading
enslaved people to freedom through the Underground
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Railroad, Tubman was dubbed "Moses" by followers. But
abolition and the close of the Civil War were far from the
end of her remarkable career. Tubman continued to fight
for black civil rights, and campaign fiercely for women’s
suffrage, throughout her life. In this vivid, concise
narrative supplemented by primary documents, Kristen
T. Oertel introduces readers to Tubman’s extraordinary
life, from the trauma of her childhood slavery to her civil
rights activism in the late nineteenth century, and in the
process reveals a nation’s struggle over its most central
injustices.
Henry VIII used his wardrobe, and that of his family and
household, as a way of expressing his wealth and
magnificence. This book encompasses the first detailed
study of male and female dress worn at the court of
Henry VIII (1509-47) and covers the dress of the king
and his immediate family, the royal household and the
broader court circle. Henry VIII's wardrobe is set in
context by a study of Henry VII's clothes, court and
household. ~ ~ As none of Henry VIII's clothes survive,
evidence is drawn primarily from the great wardrobe
accounts, wardrobe warrants, and inventories, and is
interpreted using evidence from narrative sources,
paintings, drawings and a small selection of
contemporary garments, mainly from European
collections. ~ ~ Key areas for consideration include the
king's personal wardrobe, how Henry VIII's queens used
their clothes to define their status, the textiles provided
for the pattern of royal coronations, marriages and
funerals and the role of the great wardrobe, wardrobe of
the robes and laundry. In addition there is information on
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the cut and construction of garments, materials and
colours, dr given as gifts, the function of livery and the
hierarchy of dress within the royal household, and the
network of craftsmen working for the court. The text is
accompanied by full transcripts of James Worsley's
wardrobe books of 1516 and 1521 which provide a brief
glimpse of the king's clothes.
Despite reigning for only a relatively short period of time,
Richard III is one of England's most controversial
monarchs. This new biography takes a nuanced view
both of Richard III's reign and of the controversies
surrounding it, exploring them in the wider context of the
period.

This Seminar Study introduces students to England's
foreign policy during the reigns of the Tudor
monarchs. In this succinct introduction the author
addresses the key questions facing students - for
example, to what extent did monarch or minister
make policy. Each reign is analysed in turn providing
a narrative and explanation of the major events and
policy decisions throughout the Tudor period.
This book presents a truly coherent account of the
Wars of the Roses.
This fresh exploration of the life, work and writing of
Archbishop Pole, focuses particularly on Pole’s final
years (1556-58) as Archbishop of Canterbury. Fully
integrating Pole’s English and Continental European
experiences, John Edwards places these in their
historical context and signposts lessons for
contemporary issues and concerns. Stressing the
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events and character of Pole's 'English' life, up to his
exile in the 1530s, as well as in his final years in
England (1554-58), this book explores his close
relationship, both genealogical and emotional, with
Henry VIII and Mary I. Portraying Pole as a crucial
figure in the Catholic-Protestant division, which still
affects Britain today, this book details the first, and
so far last, attempt to restore Roman Catholicism as
the 'national religion' of England and Wales by telling
the life-story of the hinge figure in forging English
religious and political identity for several centuries.
The final section of this book draws together
important and illuminating source material written by
Pole during his years as Archbishop of Canterbury.
A new appraisal of the first Tudor queen offers a
detailed portrait of the daughter of Henry VIII and his
Spanish wife, Catherine of Aragon, exploring her
religious faith and policies, as well as her historical
significance in English history.
The reign of Henry VII is important but mysterious.
He ended the Wars of the Roses and laid the
foundations for the strong governments of Henry VIII
and Elizabeth I. Yet his style of rule was
unconventional and at times oppressive. At the heart
of his regime stood his new men, low-born ministers
with legal, financial, political, and military skills who
enforced the king's will and in the process built their
own careers and their families' fortunes. Some are
well known, like Sir Edward Poynings, governor of
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Ireland, or Empson and Dudley, executed to buy
popularity for the young Henry VIII. Others are less
famous. Sir Robert Southwell was the king's chief
auditor, Sir Andrew Windsor the keeper of the king's
wardrobe, Sir Thomas Lovell, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer so trusted by Henry that he was allowed
to employ the former Yorkist pretender Lambert
Simnel as his household falconer. Some paved the
way to glory for their relatives. Sir Thomas Brandon,
master of the horse, was the uncle of Henry VIII's
favourite Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk. Sir
Henry Wyatt, keeper of the jewel house, was father
to the poet Sir Thomas Wyatt. This volume, based
on extensive archival research, presents a
kaleidoscopic portrait of the new men. It analyses
the offices and relationships through which they
exercised power and the ways they gained their
wealth and spent it to sustain their new-found status.
It establishes their importance in the operation of
Henry's government and, as their careers continued
under his son, in the making of Tudor England.
"Scholars now have Warnicke to use as their chief
one volume study of Mary" Julian Goodare,
University of Edinburgh In this biography of one of
the most intriguing figures of early modern European
history, Retha Warnicke, widely regarded as a
leading historian on Tudor queenship, offers a fresh
interpretation of the life of Mary Stuart, popularly
known as Mary Queen of Scots. Setting Mary's life
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within the context of the cultural and intellectual
climate of the time and bringing to life the realities of
being a female monarch in the sixteenth century,
Warnicke also examines Mary's three marriages, her
constant ill health and her role in numerous plots and
conspiracies. Placing Mary within the context of early
modern gender relations, Warnicke reveals the
challenges that faced her and the forces that worked
to destroy her. This highly readable and fascinating
study will pour fresh light on the much-debated life of
a central figure of the sixteenth century, providing a
new interpretation of Mary Stuart's impact on politics,
gender and nationhood in the Tudor era.
Ruler of Florence for seven bloody years, 1531 to
1537, Alessandro de' Medici was arguably the first
person of color to serve as a head of state in the
Western world. Born out of wedlock to a darkskinned maid and Lorenzo de' Medici, he was the
last legitimate heir to the line of Lorenzo the
Magnificent. When Alessandro's noble father died of
syphilis, the family looked to him. Groomed for
power, he carved a path through the backstabbing
world of Italian politics in a time when cardinals,
popes, and princes vied for wealth and advantage.
By the age of nineteen, he was prince of Florence,
inheritor of the legacy of the grandest dynasty of the
Italian Renaissance. Alessandro faced down family
rivalry and enormous resistance from Florence's
oligarchs, who called him a womanizer-which he
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undoubtedly was--and a tyrant. Yet this real-life
counterpart to Machiavelli's Prince kept his grip on
power until he was assassinated at the age of 26
during a late-night tryst arranged by his scheming
cousins. After his death, his brief but colorful reign
was criticized by those who had murdered him in a
failed attempt to restore the Florentine republic. For
the first time, the true story is told in The Black
Prince of Florence. Catherine Fletcher tells the
riveting tale of Alessandro's unexpected rise and
spectacular fall, unraveling centuries-old mysteries,
exposing forgeries, and bringing to life the epic
personalities of the Medicis, Borgias, and others as
they waged sordid campaigns to rise to the top.
Drawing on new research and first-hand sources,
this biography of a most intriguing Renaissance
figure combines archival scholarship with
discussions of race and class that are still relevant
today.
Catherine de' Medici (1519-89) was the wife of one
king of France and the mother of three more - the
last, sorry representatives of the Valois, who had
ruled France since 1328. She herself is of
preeminent importance to French history, and one of
the most controversial of all historical figures.
Despised until she was powerful enough to be hated,
she was, in her own lifetime and since, the subject of
a "Black Legend" that has made her a favourite
subject of historical novelists (most notably
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Alexandre Dumas, whose Reine Margot has recently
had new currency on film). Yet there is no recent
biography of her in English. This new study, by a
leading scholar of Renaissance France, is a major
event. Catherine, a neglected and insignificant
member of the Florentine Medici, entered French
history in 1533 when she married the son of Francis
I for short-lived political reasons: her uncle was pope
Clement VII, who died the following year. Now of no
diplomatic value, Catherine was treated with
contempt at the French court even after her
husband's accession as Henry II in 1547. Even so,
she gave him ten children before he was killed in a
tournament in 1559. She was left with three young
boys, who succeeded to the throne as Francis II
(1559-60), Charles IX (1560-74) and Henry III
(1574-89). As regent and queen-mother, a woman
and with no natural power-base of her own, she
faced impossible odds. France was accelerating into
chaos, with political faction at court and religious
conflict throughout the land. As the country
disintegrated, Catherine's overriding concern was for
the interests of her children. She was tireless in her
efforts to protect her sons' inheritance, and to settle
her daughters in advantageous marriages. But
France needed more. Catherine herself was both
peace-loving and, in an age of frenzied religious
hatred, unbigoted. She tried to use the Huguenots to
counterbalance the growing power of the ultraPage 23/28
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Catholic Guises but extremism on all sides frustrated
her. She was drawn into the violence. Her name is
ineradicably associated with its culmination, the
Massacre of St Bartholomew (24 August 1572),
when thousands of Huguenots were slaughtered in
Paris and elsewhere. To this day no-one knows for
certain whether Catherine instigated the massacre or
not, but here Robert Knecht explores the
probabilities in a notably level-headed fashion. His
book is a gripping narrative in its own right. It offers
both a lucid exposition of immensely complex events
(with their profound imact on the future of France),
and also a convincing portrait of its enigmatic central
character. In going behind the familiar Black Legend,
Professor Knecht does not make the mistake of
whitewashing Catherine; but he shows how
intractable was her world, and how shifty or
intransigent the people with whom she had to deal.
For all her flaws, she emerges as a more
sympathetic - and, in her pragmatism, more modern
- figure than most of her leading contemporaries.
Henry VIIPsychology Press
After 500 years Henry VIII still retains a public fascination
unmatched by any monarch before or since. Whilst his
popular image is firmly associated with his appetites sexual and gastronomic - scholars have long recognized
that his reign also ushered in profound changes to
English society and culture, the legacy of which endure
to this day. To help take stock of such a multifaceted and
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contested history, this volume presents a collection of 17
essays that showcase the very latest thinking and
research on Henry and his court. Divided into seven
parts, the book highlights how the political, religious and
cultural aspects of Henry's reign came together to create
a one of the most significant and transformative periods
of English history. The volume is genuinely
interdisciplinary, drawing on literature, art history,
architecture and drama to enrich our knowledge. The
first part is a powerful and personal account by Professor
George W. Bernard of his experience of writing about
Henry and his reign. The next parts - Material Culture
and Images - reflect a historical concern with nondocumentary evidence, exploring how objects,
collections, paintings and buildings can provide
unrivalled insight into the world of the Tudor court. The
parts on Court Culture and Performance explore the
literary and theatrical world and the performative aspects
of court life, looking at how the Tudor court attempted to
present itself to the world, as well as how it was
represented by others. The part on Reactions focuses
upon the political and religious currents stirred up by
Henry's policies, and how they in turn came to influence
his actions. Through this wide-ranging, yet thematically
coherent approach, a fascinating window is opened into
the world of Henry VIII and his court. In particular,
building on research undertaken over the last ten years,
a number of contributors focus on topics that have been
neglected by traditional historical writing, for example
gender, graffiti and clothing. With contributions from
many of the leading scholars of Tudor England, the
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collection offers not only a snapshot of the latest
historical thinking, but also provides a starting point for
future research into the world of this colourful, but often
misrepresented monarch.
This new edition of Lucy Wooding’s Henry VIII is fully
revised and updated to provide an insightful and original
portrait of one of England’s most unforgettable
monarchs and the many paradoxes of his character and
reign. Henry was a Renaissance prince whose Court
dazzled with artistic display, yet he was also a savage
adversary, who ruthlessly crushed all those who
opposed him. Five centuries after his reign, he continues
to fascinate, always evading easy characterization.
Wooding locates Henry VIII firmly in the context of the
English Renaissance and the fierce currents of religious
change that characterized the early Reformation, as well
as exploring the historiographical debates that have
surrounded him and his reign. This new edition takes into
account significant advances in recent research,
particularly following the five hundredth anniversary of
his accession in 2009, to put forward a distinctive
interpretation of Henry’s personality and remarkable
style of kingship. It gives a fresh portrayal of Henry VIII,
cutting away the misleading mythology that surrounds
him in order to provide a vivid account of this passionate,
wilful, intelligent and destructive king. This compelling
biography will be essential reading for all early modern
students.
Henry V of England, the princely hero of Shakespeare's
play, who successfully defeated the French at the Battle
of Agincourt and came close to becoming crowned King
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of France, is one of the best known and most compelling
monarchs in English history. This new biography takes a
fresh look at his entire life and nine year reign, and gives
a balanced view of Henry, who is traditionally seen as a
great hero but has been more recently depicted as an
obsessive egotist or, worse, a ruthless warlord. The book
locates Henry's style of kingship in the context of the
time, and looks at often neglected other figures who
influenced and helped him, such as his father and his
uncles, Henry and Thomas Beaufort. John Matusiak
shows that the situation confronting Henry at the outset
of his reign was far more favourable than is often
supposed but that he was nonetheless a man of
prodigious gifts whose extraordinary achievements in
battle left the deepest possible impression upon his
contemporaries.
Pioneers in Marketing: A Collection of Biographical
Essays discusses eight historically important marketing
scholars whose careers collectively spanned over 100
years. An introductory chapter describes the role of
biography in the study of marketing thought, and
introduces the eight subjects in this collection.
Subsequent chapters describe the lives of Edward David
Jones, Simon Litman, Henry Charles Taylor, Percival
White, George Burton Hotchkiss, Theodore N. Beckman,
David D. Monieson, and William R. Davidson, focusing
on their intellectual and professional contributions to the
marketing discipline. The biographies are based on rare
archival materials, some personal interviews, and
analysis of the subjects’ major works. The final chapter
draws lessons from the collection for marketing students
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and teachers. Several important discoveries are reported
that suggest opportunities for further research. These
stories will inform and inspire students of marketing.
A central personality in both historical study and literary
fame, Edward IV is as fascinating a character now as he
was for William Shakespeare. Drawing together research
and original sources, Hannes Kleineke reassesses the
debate in this concise and accessible biography.
Mary Tudor is often written off as a hopeless, twisted
queen who tried desperately to pull England back to the
Catholic Church that was so dear to her mother, and
sent many to burn at the stake in the process. In this
radical re-evaluation of the first 'real' English queen
regnant, Judith M. Richards challenges her reputation as
'Bloody Mary' of popular historical infamy, contending
that she was closer to the more innovative, humanist
side of the Catholic Church. Richards argues
persuasively that Mary, neither boring nor basically
bloody, was a much more hard-working, 'hands on', and
decisive queen than is commonly recognized. Had she
not died in her early forties and failed to establish a
Catholic succession, the course of history could have
been very different, England might have remained
Catholic and Mary herself may even have been treated
more kindly by history. This illustrated and accessible
biography is essential reading for all those with an
interest in one of England's most misrepresented
monarchs.
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