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This fleet of 28 accurately detailed ships includes the ill-fated PT-109, commanded by a young John F. Kennedy, a
German U-boat, and the USS Missouri, the battleship on which the Japanese surrendered.
The outcome of much of the maritime warfare in the Second World War was decided by the torpedo or the aerial bomb,
making relatively recent warship types, the submarine and aircraft carrier, the new arbiters naval conflict. Yet despite this,
there was a surprising number of traditional ship-to-ship engagements involving the big guns of battleships and cruisers.
This book recounts some of the most important, technically interesting, or obscure of these gunfire duels in a narrative
that combines pacy storytelling with an in-depth understanding of the factors influencing victory or defeat.Covering all
theatres of the naval war from 1939 until the Japanese surrender, the incidents are selected to demonstrate the changing
face of surface warfare under the influence of rapidly improving fire-control systems, radar and other sensors. By 1945
this allowed big ships to open fire at great ranges with a high probability of hitting with the first salvo. This success was
the pinnacle of gunnery excellence, but also heralded the end of naval gunnery as a major factor in sea warfare facing
such deadly accuracy, navies looked to longer-ranged, and smarter, ship-killing weapons like surface-skimming missiles
and homing torpedoes.
Author of Lincoln and His Admirals (winner of the Lincoln Prize), The Battle of Midway (Best Book of the Year, Military
History Quarterly), and Operation Neptune, (winner of the Samuel Eliot Morison Award for Naval Literature), Craig L.
Symonds has established himself as one of the finest naval historians at work today. World War II at Sea represents his
crowning achievement: a complete narrative of the naval war and all of its belligerents, on all of the world's oceans and
seas, between 1939 and 1945. Opening with the 1930 London Conference, Symonds shows how any limitations on naval
warfare would become irrelevant before the decade was up, as Europe erupted into conflict once more and its navies
were brought to bear against each other. World War II at Sea offers a global perspective, focusing on the major
engagements and personalities and revealing both their scale and their interconnection: the U-boat attack on Scapa Flow
and the Battle of the Atlantic; the "miracle" evacuation from Dunkirk and the pitched battles for control of Norway fjords;
Mussolini's Regia Marina-at the start of the war the fourth-largest navy in the world-and the dominance of the Kidö Butai
and Japanese naval power in the Pacific; Pearl Harbor then Midway; the struggles of the Russian Navy and the scuttling
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of the French Fleet in Toulon in 1942; the landings in North Africa and then Normandy. Here as well are the notable naval
leaders-FDR and Churchill, both self-proclaimed "Navy men," Karl Dönitz, François Darlan, Ernest King, Isoroku
Yamamoto, Erich Raeder, Inigo Campioni, Louis Mountbatten, William Halsey, as well as the hundreds of thousands of
seamen and officers of all nationalities whose live were imperiled and lost during the greatest naval conflicts in history,
from small-scale assaults and amphibious operations to the largest armadas ever assembled. Many have argued that
World War II was dominated by naval operations; few have shown and how and why this was the case. Symonds
combines precision with story-telling verve, expertly illuminating not only the mechanics of large-scale warfare on (and
below) the sea but offering wisdom into the nature of the war itself.
Battleships of World War IIAn Illustrated History and Country-by-Country Directory of Warships That Fought in the
Second World War and Beyond, Including Battlecruisers and Pocket BattleshipsSouthwater Pub
The warships of the World War II era German Navy are among the most popular subject in naval history with an almost
uncountable number of books devoted to them. However, for a concise but authoritative summary of the design history
and careers of the major surface ships it is difficult to beat a series of six volumes written by Gerhard Koop and illustrated
by Klaus-Peter Schmolke. Each contains an account of the development of a particular class, a detailed description of
the ships, with full technical details, and an outline of their service, heavily illustrated with plans, battle maps and a
substantial collection of photographs. These have been out of print for ten years or more and are now much sought after
by enthusiasts and collectors, so this new modestly priced reprint of the series will be widely welcomed.This volume
covers the three ships of a design so revolutionary that it defied conventional categories. Deutschland (later renamed
Ltzow), Admiral Scheer and Admiral Graf Spee were simply termed panzerschiffe (armoured ships) by the Germans, but
they were known to their opponents by the far more evocative term Pocket Battleships.
The ultimate officers’ guide from the commander of the HMS Hood. “A fascinating historical record . . . a first-class
textbook for modern managers” (Baird Maritime). Published in 1937 and now recognized as one of the most influential,
yet highly accessible, volumes on naval command and organization, Running a Big Ship provides truly unique insight into
life at sea during the Second World War. O’Conor famously commenced the book with his “ten commandments,” a
concise code of orders that comprise “a little that everyone must know.” The main body of the book sets out each of the
duties required of a Royal Navy Officer in detailed, clear terms with O’Conor’s insightful advice. Such knowledge ranges
from tips on the issuing and execution of orders to attendance requirements, the treatment of defaulters and shipboard
theft, midshipmen training, ceremonies, uniforms, cleanliness aboard ship, and the management of the Fleet Air Arm and
the high-speed service boats. There are fascinating observations and explanations of the finer points of bugle calls, the
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treatment of guests, and complete instructions for many forms of recreation from cinema to regattas. Credited with
making a significant contribution to the wartime navy’s esprit de corps, the book had a lasting impact on shipboard
understanding and relations for vessels large and small as young, diverse crews withstood the considerable strain of
actual war. Running a Big Ship truly sets us below decks and at sea during World War II and includes an extensive
introduction by one of the foremost historians of the Royal Navy, Brian Lavery.
The idea of creating such an album dedicated to the battleships of World War Two had been born in the last dozen or so
years. During this period, various concepts appeared in print, which were meant to present those beautiful ships in the
form of a "condensed pill." Most of the contributions have been made by foreign authors who had had greater access to
photographic references. It was not easy, because it was difficult to choose several photos illustrating the entire history of
the battleship, starting from the moment of the keel laying and ending with its sinking. Then, in some cases it has a
further history as a wreck resting on the seabed until today. Initially, we selected over 1,000 photos, which we had to give
up because of the size of such an album. In the end, it was divided into two volumes, thanks to which the number of
photos remained only slightly reduced. In the case of vessels with a large or interesting combat history, we tried to put
more photos illustrating their operational activities. Some ships have a very limited number of photos included. The best
example of this is the Japanese battleship "Musashi", of which only few photographs exist. Most of them come from
private collections and it was very difficult to get permission to publish them. Despite these difficulties, it was possible to
gather unique photographic material enriched with the brief combat records of individual battleships, which will hopefully
allow the reader to trace their story. In the first volume, the author describes all the most important battleships from
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Greece, Spain, Japan, France, and Germany.
The Pz.Kpfw. IV Ausf. H and Pz.Kpfw. IV Ausf. J tanks were produced in the largest numbers in the range known as
Sonderkraftfahrzeug 161 in German terminology - 7,000 vehicles. This means that a significant quantity of thesev ehicles
were delivered to units - from late Spring 1943 in case of the Ausf. H and from Summer 1944 as far as the Ausf. J is
concerned - and fought onevery front where Adolf Hitler's state was involved militarily. Besides, as will be described in
this chapter, other Axis forces were also users of both types of these tanks.
The battleships of the Kong? class were the oldest, smallest, and fastest battleships in the Imperial Japanese Navy
during WWII. Initially classified as battle cruisers, the lead ship in the class, Kong?, was built in England just prior to WWI.
The remaining three ships in the class--Haruna, Kirishima, and Hiei--were all built and completed in Japan by 1915. All
four ships were highly reconfigured in the 1920s, and they were reclassified as battleships in the 1930s. The four Kong?class ships were the most active among the 12 WWII-era Japanese battleships and saw heavy combat throughout the
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war in such major campaigns as Pearl Harbor, Midway, Guadalcanal, and Leyte. All four ships were sunk by Allied forces
by war's end. This book features rare Japanese primary source material, including numerous photos, line schemes, and
detailed charts.
During the Second World War navies developed low visibility camouflage for their ships, on both the vertical and
horizontal surfaces, in order reduce visibility by blending in with the sea, or confuse the identity of a ship by applying
more obtrusive patters. In this the second volume by maritime artist Mal Wright, both the official and unofficial paint
schemes that adorned the capital ships of the Royal Navy and Commonwealth are depicted in detail, along with
discussions on changes of armament and electronics that effected the outward appearance of each ship.Beginning with
the Royal Sovereign class, the book goes on to cover all the other battleship classes as well as the battlecruisers,
monitors, the first and second generation carriers as well as light and escort carriers. Where possible both sides of the
ship are depicted, and there are multiple images of the ships where armament or equipment changes had a fundamental
impact on a ship's appearance. Overhead views are also included. With 525 full colour illustrations, arranged by ship type
rather than camouflage scheme, this book concentrates the clearest possible information into a single volume to provide
a one-stop reference source.Many schemes would be difficult for the reader to have found other than with the most
intensive research so that historians, collectors, modelmakers and wargamers will find this unique reference source
absolutely invaluable.
Warship Builders is the first scholarly study of the U.S. naval shipbuilding industry from the early 1920s to the end of
World War II, when American shipyards produced the world’s largest fleet that helped defeat the Axis powers in all
corners of the globe. A colossal endeavor that absorbed billions and employed virtual armies of skilled workers, naval
construction mobilized the nation’s leading industrial enterprises in the shipbuilding, engineering, and steel industries to
deliver warships whose technical complexity dwarfed that of any other weapons platform. Based on systematic
comparisons with British, Japanese, and German naval construction, Thomas Heinrich pinpoints the distinct features of
American shipbuilding methods, technology development, and management practices that enabled U.S. yards to vastly
outproduce their foreign counterparts. Throughout the book, comparative analyses reveal differences and similarities in
American, British, Japanese, and German naval construction. Heinrich shows that U.S. and German shipyards
introduced electric arc welding and prefabrication methods to a far greater extent than their British and Japanese
counterparts between the wars, laying the groundwork for their impressive production records in World War II. While the
American and Japanese navies relied heavily on government-owned navy yards, the British and German navies had
most of their combatants built in corporately-owned yards, contradicting the widespread notion that only U.S. industrial
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mobilization depended on private enterprise. Lastly, the U.S. government’s investments into shipbuilding facilities in both
private and government-owned shipyards dwarfed the sums British, Japanese, and German counterparts expended. This
enabled American builders to deliver a vast fleet that played a pivotal role in global naval combat. ?
The big-gun battleship served as a symbol of the ultimate power of the world's greatest navies beginning late in the
nineteenth century and continuing into the Second World War. So historically important was this vessel that the arms
race between Britain and Germany to build navies with larger, more powerful battleships was among the key sources of
tension between those nations in the lead up to the First World War.In this book, veteran battleship crew members
describe their unforgettable experiences, including those of a young officer in a British battleship at Jutland; tales of the
loss of the German warship Scharnhorst in the arctic off the North Cape; the combat experience inside a sixteen-inch gun
turret aboard an Iowa-class battleship bombarding Iraq during the Gulf War, and the adventures of HMS Warspite in
World War One, in the Mediterranean and on her way to the breaker's yard in 1947. Included too is the story of the great
German battleship Bismarck, which sank the pride of the British fleet, the story of HMS Hood, and that of the USS
Missouri on whose deck the final surrender document of the Second World War was signed. The text is combined with a
compelling selection of historic images representing the era of the great battleships from the early years through the First
and Second World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, and the preservation of a handful of these vessels as museum
pieces today.
“This will be a fight against overwhelming odds from which survival cannot be expected. We will do what damage we
can.” With these words, Lieutenant Commander Robert W. Copeland addressed the crew of the destroyer escort USS
Samuel B. Roberts on the morning of October 25, 1944, off the Philippine Island of Samar. On the horizon loomed the
mightiest ships of the Japanese navy, a massive fleet that represented the last hope of a staggering empire. All that
stood between it and Douglas MacArthur’ s vulnerable invasion force were the Roberts and the other small ships of a
tiny American flotilla poised to charge into history. In the tradition of the #1 New York Times bestseller Flags of Our
Fathers, James D. Hornfischer paints an unprecedented portrait of the Battle of Samar, a naval engagement unlike any
other in U.S. history—and captures with unforgettable intensity the men, the strategies, and the sacrifices that turned
certain defeat into a legendary victory. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from James D. Hornfischer's Neptune's
Inferno. Praise for The Last Stand of the Tin Can Sailors “One of the finest WWII naval action narratives in recent years,
this book follows in the footsteps of Flags of Our Fathers. . . . Exalting American sailors and pilots as they richly deserve.
. . . Reads like a very good action novel.”—Publishers Weekly “Reads as fresh as tomorrow's headlines. . . . Hornfischer's
captivating narrative uses previously classified documents to reconstruct the epic battle and eyewitness accounts to bring
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the officers and sailors to life.”—Texas Monthly “Hornfischer is a powerful stylist whose explanations are clear as well as
memorable. . . . A dire survival-at-sea saga.”—Denver Post “In The Last Stand of the Tin Can Sailors, James Hornfischer
drops you right into the middle of this raging battle, with 5-inch guns blazing, torpedoes detonating and Navy fliers divebombing. . . . The overall story of the battle is one of American guts, glory and heroic sacrifice.”—Omaha World Herald
The most complete--and immensely readable--operational history yet published of the German navy's seven great World
War II capital ships. Even greatly outnumbered by the Royal Navy, these fast, powerful, well armored and armed ships
created havoc. Researched from the original German sources and from post-war Allied analyses and reports, profusely
illustrated with line drawings, maps and photographs, the technical chapters cover planning, design, construction, and
modifications.
It was a miracle three years in the making, a testimony to American fortitude and ingenuity—and perhaps the key to why the United States
won a war that after Pearl Harbor seemed hopeless. Impeccably researched, Avenging Pearl Harbor is colorfully written, personal, chilling,
visceral. Historian Keith Warren Lloyd brings his gift for injecting life and personalities and heretofore untold stories of the men and women
involved-–members of what became known as The Greatest Generation—whose heroism and sacrifice brought about the miraculous new life
of a sleeping military force that was reeling and on its knees. It is a story has never before been told in such detail and with such vibrancy. On
the night of 24 October 1944, a force of two battleships, one heavy cruiser and four destroyers from the Imperial Japanese Navy steamed into
Surigao Strait in the Philippines. Their objective: to attack the invasion fleet of General Douglas MacArthur’s army in Leyte Gulf. Alerted by
scouting PT boats, the U.S. 7th Fleet under the command of Rear Admiral Jesse Oldendorf prepared a deadly trap. Waiting for the enemy
force were six American battleships and supporting cruisers and destroyers. Oldendorf performed the classic naval maneuver of “crossing
the T” which allowed the American ships to fire broadsides at the oncoming Japanese vessels, while the enemy could only fire with their
forward turrets. When the smoke cleared, the Japanese fleet had been all but annihilated. Among the victorious American battleships were
the Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, California, and Tennessee, five of the eight dreadnoughts that had been bombed at Pearl Harbor.
The five ships had been raised, repaired, modified, and re-manned. After three long years, they finally had their revenge. Avenging Pearl
Harbor takes readers from the attack on Pearl Harbor, telling the story of the severe damage dealt to each ship and the incredible acts of
courage performed by the sailors of each crew that morning. It continues with how each ship was raised and repaired—Herculean in scope-and the mustering of new commanders, officers and crewmen. The final drama unfolds as of each ship returns triumphantly to the battle fleet,
and the ultimate triumph at the battle of Surigao Strait.
From the moment when the launching of HMS Dreadnought made every capital ship in the world obsolete overnight, we have been
fascinated with these powerful surface combatants. Here Robert M. Farley looks at the history and folklore that makes these ships enduring
symbols of national power—and sometimes national futility. From Arizona to Yamato, here are more than sixty lavishly illustrated accounts of
battleships from the most well-known to the most unusual, including at least one ship from every nation that ever owned a modern battleship.
Separate essays and sidebars look at events and lore that greatly affected battleships.
Italy's navy, the Regia Marina was the fourth-largest naval force in the world at the outbreak of World War II, and yet is often overlooked and
Page 6/10

Download Free Battleships Of World War Ii An Illustrated History And Country By Country Directory Of Warships
Including Battlecruisers And Pocket Battleships That Fought In The Second World War And Beyond
largely discounted as ineffective. In general the fleet was made up of obsolete vessels, lacked radar functionality, and had a reputation for
indiscipline and poorly trained crews. The complex and bureaucratic command system imposed on the fleet further hampered its
effectiveness. In this book, Mark Stille details why the Italian battleships were able to maintain a solid reputation, examining their impressive
designs and the courage and determination of the fleet at Calabria, Sirte, Cape Spartiveto and Cape Matapan, all illustrated with stunning
photographs from the Italian Navy's own archives.
Progressively covers ships below cruisers, class by class, to provide a detailed guide to paint schemes.
After the end of World War I, the German Navy came up with the concept of the Panzerschiffe, or Pocket Battleship, as a method of
circumventing treaty limitations on the size and types of ship Germany was permitted to build. New, more modern production methods, where
welded construction prevailed over the older riveting process, were combined with the development of modern engines capable of fast
speeds and a very powerful armament, far superior to that on any enemy Cruisers. This book covers these three sister ships, the
'Deutschland', the 'Admiral Graf Spee' and the 'Admiral Scheer', which formed the core of the Kriegsmarine's fighting power at the start of
World War II.
This lavishly-illustrated volume, first published in 1976 and back by popular demand, presents the full story of the design and construction of
every British battleship and battlecruiser class that served in World War II--from the Queen Elizabeth class to the Vanguard. Noted authors
Alan Raven and John Roberts include a comperehensive review of each ship's initial configuration and refits as well as developments in
weapons, gunnery, fire control, radar, protection, and propulsion. There are also sections devoted to combat actions involving British
battleships and comparisons with battleships of other navies. Six hundred photographs and illustrations, including sixteen fold-out pages,
complement the authoritative history of the vessels. For other books in the battleship series, see page 26.
The Navy of World War II, 1922-1946 comprehensively covers the vessels that defined this momentous 24-year period in U.S. naval history.
Beginning with the lean, pared-down navy created by the treaty at the Washington Naval Conference, and ending with the massive, aweinspiring fleets that led the Allies to victory in the Second World War, the fourth volume in the celebrated U.S. Navy Warship series presents a
detailed guide to all the warships that exhibited the might of the U.S. Navy to the fullest. Showcasing all the ships—both the famous and the
often overlooked-that propelled the U.S Navy to prominence in the first half of the twentieth century, The Navy of World War II catalogues all
the warships from this era, including those that did battle in the European, Mediterranean, and Pacific Theaters from 1941-1946. From the
fleet attacked at Pearl Harbor, to those that fought valiantly in the Battle of the Guadalcanal, to the official surrender of the Japanese on the
deck of the USS Missouri, this latest volume is the definitive guide to the warships that defined this pivotal period in U.S. naval history. Each
volume in the U.S. Navy Warship series represents the most meticulous scholarship for its particular era, providing an authoritative account of
every ship in the history of the U. S. Navy from its first incarnation as the Continental Navy to its present position as one of the world’s most
formidable naval superpowers. Featuring convenient, easy-to-read tabular lists, every book in the series includes an abundance of
illustrations, some never before published, along with figures for actions fought, damages sustained, casualties suffered, prizes taken, and
ships sunk, ultimately making the series an indispensable reference tool for maritime buffs and military historians alike. A further article about
Paul Silverstone and the Navy Warships series can be found at:
http://www.thejc.com/home.aspx?ParentId=m11s18s180&SecId=180&AId=58892&ATypeId=1
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Contains the only published photographs of the damage sustained by HMS Prince of Wales in her action with the
Bismarck. Updated to include British and French radar systems as well as extensive information on the French Richelieuclass and a sketch of the Alsace-class.
A journey into the golden age of naval history, when these floating powerhouses ruled the waves. The battleship was the
ultimate embodiment of naval power during the latter stages of the British Empire, with the Royal Navy the first to build
the dreadnought battleship in 1906. The new design, with a uniform main battery and steam turbines making it faster and
more accurate than ever before, sparked a race with the German navy that culminated in the Battle of Jutland in 1916,
the only fleet-to-fleet naval battle during the First World War. With major losses on both sides, and several treaties during
the interwar years banning the construction of new battleships, a new generation emerged only in the Second World War,
with Japan secretly creating Yamato and Musashi, two of the most powerful battleships ever built. World War II saw the
zenith of the battleship, with many pivotal battles such as that of Denmark Strait, during which the iconic battleship HMS
Hood was sunk; the second battle of Guadalcanal; and the Battle of Leyte Gulf—to name but a few. The Germans, the
Japanese, the Royal Navy, and the US Navy were locked in a titanic struggle across vast distances, in which battleships,
for a time, played a decisive role, until the development of new aircraft carriers and the growing use of torpedoes began
to make them obsolete. Since the 1990s, no battleship has seen active service. This accessible short history gives an
expert overview of the history of the battleship, looking at its origins, the role played by battleships in both World Wars,
famous ships and their stories, and the weaponry and technology they employed.
For men on destroyer-class warships during World War I and World War II, battles were waged “against overwhelming
odds from which survival could not be expected.” Those were the words Lieutenant Commander Robert Copeland calmly
told his crew as their tiny, unarmored destroyer escort rushed toward giant, armored Japanese battleships at the Battle
off Samar on October 25, 1944. This action-packed narrative history of destroyer-class ships brings readers inside the
half-inch-thick hulls to meet the men who fired the ships' guns, torpedoes, hedgehogs, and depth charges. Nicknamed
"tin cans" or "greyhounds," destroyers were fast escort and attack ships that proved indispensable to America's military
victories. Beginning with destroyers' first incarnation as torpedo boats in 1874 and ending with World War II, author Clint
Johnson shares the riveting stories of the Destroyer Men who fought from inside a "tin can"—risking death by cannons,
bombs, torpedoes, fire, and drowning. The British invented destroyers, the Japanese improved them, and the Germans
failed miserably with them. It was the Americans who perfected destroyers as the best fighting ship in two world wars. Tin
Cans & Greyhounds compares the designs of these countries with focus on the old, modified World War I destroyers,
and the new and numerous World War II destroyers of the United States. Tin Cans & Greyhounds details how destroyers
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fought submarines, escorted convoys, rescued sailors and airmen, downed aircraft, shelled beaches, and attacked
armored battleships and cruisers with nothing more than a half-inch of steel separating their crews from the dark waves.
Provides technical data and descriptions for battleships from around the world used during World War II
By the acclaimed author of Destroyers of World War Two, this book is a fully illustrated and highly detailed overview of
the capital ships that saw action in the last war. Compiled with the assistance of naval authorities and experts from
around the world, it includes not only detailed descriptions of the ships' armament and armour, full technical
specifications, date of construction, service and engagement record, but also accounts of the ultimate fate of the ships.
Beginning with a pictorial essay on battleship construction in the 1930s and 1940s, this new book looks at the various
design facets of the last great capital ships of the world's navies. Kaplan offers us a glimpse into those massive American
and German navy yards and construction facilities that were put to use during this time, acquainting us with the arenas in
which these final examples of battleship technology were laid down, built up, launched, fitted out, commissioned and
taken out to sea.The book roots itself in a period of monumental change within the history of contemporary warfare. With
the baton being passed from the battleship community to that of the aircraft carrier, the iconic battleship was gradually
superseded by a new and even more threatening weapons system. It was destined to be consigned to the history books,
whilst newer, slicker and more efficient fighting machines took precedence. This publication serves as a tribute to a lost
legend of naval warfare.There is a look at some of modern history's most significant battleships, relaying their thrilling
stories, defining characteristics and eventual fates. Ships featured include Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Warspite, Tirpitz and
Yamato.The book is completed with 'Fast and Last', a visit on board the four final examples of battleship technology and
design, the last serving battleships USS Iowa, USS New Jersey, USS Wisconsin, and USS Missouri. Their Second World
War careers are recounted, as are the qualities that made them special.
This volume presents an illustrated overview of the major battleships of World War II. It includes armament and armour,
full technical specifications where known, date of construction, service and engagement record and ultimate fate.
The warships of the World War II era German Navy are among the most popular subject in naval history with an almost
uncountable number of books devoted to them. However, for a concise but authoritative summary of the design history
and careers of the major surface ships it is difficult to beat a series of six volumes written by Gerhard Koop and illustrated
by Klaus-Peter Schmolke. Each contains an account of the development of a particular class, a detailed description of
the ships, with full technical details, and an outline of their service, heavily illustrated with plans, battle maps and a
substantial collection of photographs. These have been out of print for ten years or more and are now much sought after
by enthusiasts and collectors, so this new modestly priced reprint of the series will be widely welcomed.The first volume,
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appropriately, is devoted to the Kriesmarine's largest and most powerful units, the battleships Bismarck and Tirpitz,
whose careers stand in stark contrast to each other one with a glorious but short life, while the other was to spend a
hunted existence in Norwegian fjords, all the time posing a threat to Allied sea communications, while attacked by
everything from midget submarines to heavy bombers.
Offers a history of the German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish battleships and cruisers of World War II, and provides
specifications, plans, and technical information about each ship
"Describes the role sailors played during World War II. Readers' choices reveal various historical details"--Provided by
publisher.
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