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Ireland: A New Economic History offers a fresh, comprehensive economic history
of Ireland between 1780 and 1939, which is mould-breaking in its methodology
and unparalleled in its broad scope and comparative focus. Cormac O Grada
unites historical research and economic theory in an original and stimulating book
which will be essential reading for all students of Irish history. Within a broadly
chronological framework, Professor O Grada examines all the well-known
puzzles of Irish economic history during this period - including the 'inevitability' of
the famine, the role of land tenure in agricultural backwardness, and the 'failure'
of the economy to industrialize. His account is both accessible, with technical
discussion kept to a minimum, and intellectually exciting.
Planned and established by the late T. W. Moody, A New History of Ireland is a
harvesting of modern scholarship on Irish history from the earliest times to the
present. There will be ten volumes, six of which have been published to date.
The third volume opens with a character study of early modern Ireland and a
panoramic survey of Ireland in 1534, followed by twelve chapters of narrative
history. There are further chapters on the economy, the coinage, languages and
literature, and theIrish abroad. Two surveys, `Land and People', c .1600 and c
.1685, are included.
Fintan O'Toole – Ireland's leading public intellectual and author of Heroic Failure
– tells a history of Ireland in his own time.
A New History of Ireland is the largest scholarly project in modern Irish history. In
9 volumes, it provides a comprehensive new synthesis of modern scholarship on
every aspect of Irish history and prehistory, from the earliest geological and
archaeological evidence, through the Middle Ages, down to the present day.
Volume I begins by looking at geography and the physical environment. Chapters
follow that examine pre-3000, neolithic, bronze-age and iron-age Ireland and
Ireland up to 800. Society, laws, church and politics are all analysed separately
as are architecture, literature, manuscripts, language, coins and music. The
volume is brought up to 1166 with chapters, amongst others, on the Vikings,
Ireland and its neighbours, and opposition to the High-Kings. A final chapter
moves further on in time, examining Latin learning and literature in Ireland to
1500.
A New History of Ireland is the largest scholarly project in modern Irish history. In
9 volumes, it provides a comprehensive new synthesis of modern scholarship on
every aspect of Irish history and prehistory, from the earliest geological and
archaeological evidence, through the Middle Ages, down to the present day. The
third volume opens with a character study of early modern Ireland and a
panoramic survey of Ireland in 1534, followed by twelve chapters of narrative
history. There are further chapters on the economy, the coinage, languages and
literature, and the Irish abroad. Two surveys, `Land and People', c.1600 and
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c.1685, are included.
South-west Donegal, Ireland, June 1856. From the time that the blight first came
on the potatoes in 1845, armed and masked men dubbed Molly Maguires had
been raiding the houses of people deemed to be taking advantage of the rural
poor. On some occasions, they represented themselves as 'Molly's Sons', sent
by their mother, to carry out justice; on others, a man attired as a woman,
introducing 'herself' as Molly Maguire, demanding redress for wrongs inflicted on
her children. The raiders might stipulate the maximum price at which provisions
were to be sold, warn against the eviction of tenants, or demand that an evicted
family be reinstated to their holding. People who refused to meet their demands
were often viciously beaten and, in some instances, killed — offences that the
Constabulary classified as 'outrages'. Catholic clergymen regularly denounced
the Mollies and in 1853, the district was proclaimed under the Crime and Outrage
(Ireland) Act. Yet the 'outrages' continued. Then, in 1856, Patrick McGlynn, a
young schoolmaster, suddenly turned informer on the Mollies, precipitating
dozens of arrests. Here, a history of McGlynn's informing, backlit by episodes
over the previous two decades, sheds light on that wave of outrage, its origins
and outcomes, the meaning and the memory of it. More specifically, it illuminates
the end of 'outrage' — the shifting objectives of those who engaged in it, and also
how, after hunger faded and disease abated, tensions emerged in the Molly
Maguires, when one element sought to curtail such activity, while another sought,
unsuccessfully, to expand it. And in that contention, when the opportunities of
post-Famine society were coming into view, one glimpses the end, or at least an
ebbing, of outrage — in the everyday sense of moral indignation — at the fate of
the rural poor. But, at heart, The End of Outrage is about contention among
neighbours — a family that rose from the ashes of a mode of living, those
consumed in the conflagration, and those who lost much but not all. Ultimately,
the concern is how the poor themselves came to terms with their loss: how their
own outrage at what had been done unto them and their forbears lost
malignancy, and eventually ended. The author being a native of the small
community that is the focus of The End of Outrage makes it an extraordinarily
intimate and absorbing history.
A New History of Ireland, from the earliest times to the present, is a harvesting of
modern scholarship on its subject. It consists of nine volumes by over a hundred
contributors, mainly historians but including historical geographers and
specialists in other such related disciplines aslanguage and literature, the visual
arts, and music. Seven of the volumes are text, and deal with politics as well as
economic, social, and cultural history. The other two volumes contain reference
material.This, the seventh text volume to appear, concludes the text volumes of A
New History of Ireland, of which the first (volume III: Early Modern Ireland
1534-1691) was published in 1976. Volume VII, covering the period 1921 to
1984, completes the series' coverage of Irish history from prehistorictimes to the
twentieth century. It opens with a character study of the period, followed by
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fourteen chapters of narrative history, covering both parts of Ireland. There are
additional chapters on the economy, literature in English and Irish, the Irish
language, the visual arts, music, the massmedia, education, emigration and
immigration, and the position of women from the 1860s to the 1980s. Two
surveys of 'Land and People', c.1926 and c.1983 are included , and the volume
ends with an extensive bibliography for the period 1921-84, covering both
Northern Ireland and the Republic ofIreland. The two ancillary volumes contain
reference material.The period covered by this volume is of major significance in
the history of modern Ireland. It witnessed the coming into effect of the partition
(following the Government of Ireland Act of 1920) and the establishment, in the
wake of the war of independence and the 1921 Anglo-Irish treaty, of theIrish Free
State. From this point on, although the Free State did not formally become a
republic until 1948, the political evolution of the two parts of Ireland followed
separate paths. The period ends with the New Ireland Forum of 1984, which
reflected the willingness of the Irish Republic tolook in new ways at future
relations between all the people of the island, and which was followed by the
historic Anglo-Irish agreement of 1985. The twenty-five contributors to this
volume, all specialists in their field, provide the most comprehensive treatment of
these developments of anysingle-volume survey of twentieth-century Ireland.
Covering three centuries of unprecedented demographic and economic changes,
this textbook is an authoritative and comprehensive view of the shaping of Irish
society, at home and abroad, from the famine of 1740 to the present day. The
first major work on the history of modern Ireland to adopt a social history
perspective, it focuses on the experiences and agency of Irish men, women and
children, Catholics and Protestants, and in the North, South and the diaspora. An
international team of leading scholars survey key changes in population, the
economy, occupations, property ownership, class and migration, and also
consider the interaction of the individual and the state through welfare, education,
crime and policing. Drawing on a wide range of disciplinary approaches and
consistently setting Irish developments in a wider European and global context,
this is an invaluable resource for courses on modern Irish history and Irish
studies.
This third edition of John O'Beirne Ranelagh's classic history of Ireland
incorporates contemporary political and economic events as well as the latest
archaeological and DNA discoveries. Comprehensively revised and updated
throughout, it considers Irish history from the earliest times through the Celts,
Cromwell, plantations, famine, Independence, the Omagh bomb, peace
initiatives, and financial collapse. It profiles the key players in Irish history from
Diarmuid MacMurrough to Gerry Adams and casts new light on the events, North
and South, that have shaped Ireland today. Ireland's place in the modern world
and its relationship with Britain, the USA and Europe is also examined with a
fresh and original eye. Worldwide interest in Ireland continues to increase, but
whereas it once focused on violence in Northern Ireland, the tumultuous financial
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events in the South have opened fresh debates and drawn fresh interest. This is
a new history for a new era.
Planned and established by the late T. W. Moody, A New History of Ireland is a
harvesting of modern scholarship on Irish history from the earliest times to the
present. There will be ten volumes, six of which have been published to date.The
third volume opens with a character study of early modern Ireland and a
panoramic survey of Ireland in 1534, followed by twelve chapters of narrative
history. There are further chapters on the economy, the coinage, languages and
literature, and the Irish abroad. Two surveys, `Land and People', c.1600 and c
.1685, are included.
'A New History of Ireland' provides a comprehensive synthesis of modern
scholarship on every aspect of Irish history and prehistory, from the earliest
geological and archaeological evidence, through the Middle Ages, onwards.
Richard English's brilliant new book, now available in paperback, is a compelling
narrative history of Irish nationalism, in which events are not merely recounted
but analysed. Full of rich detail, drawn from years of original research and also
from the extensive specialist literature on the subject, it offers explanations of
why Irish nationalists have believed and acted as they have, why their ideas and
strategies have changed over time, and what effect Irish nationalism has had in
shaping modern Ireland. It takes us from the Ulster Plantation to Home Rule,
from the Famine of 1847 to the Hunger Strikes of the 1970s, from Parnell to
Pearse, from Wolfe Tone to Gerry Adams, from the bitter struggle of the Civil War
to the uneasy peace of the early twenty-first century. Is it imaginable that Ireland
might – as some have suggested – be about to enter a post-nationalist period?
Or will Irish nationalism remain a defining force on the island in future years? 'a
courageous and successful attempt to synthesise the entire story between two
covers for the neophyte and for the exhausted specialist alike' Tom Garvin, Irish
Times
A History of Ireland explores the story of Ireland from the 12th century to the
present day. This new edition has been revised, updated and expanded to take
into account the latest scholarship and major recent political, economic, social,
and cultural events.
From the dawn of history to the decline of the Celtic Tiger - how Ireland has been
shaped over the centuries. Ireland has been shaped by many things over the
centuries: geography, war, the fight for liberty. A Brief History of Ireland is the
perfect introduction to this exceptional place, its people and its culture. Ireland
has been home to successive groups of settlers - Celts, Vikings, Normans, AngloScots, Huguenots. It has imported huge ideas, none bigger than Christianity
which it then re-exported to Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire. In the
Tudor era it became the first colony of the developing English Empire. Its fraught
and sometimes brutal relationship with England has dominated its modern
history. Killeen argues that religion was decisive in all this: Ireland remained
substantially Catholic, setting it at odds with the larger island culturally, religiously
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and politically. But its own culture and identity have stayed strong, most obviously
in literature with a magnificent tradition of writing from the Book of Kells to the
modern masters: Joyce, Yeats, Beckett and Heaney.
A brisk, concise, and readable overview of Irish history from the Protestant
Reformation to the dawn of the twenty-first century Five centuries of Irish history
are explored in this informative and accessible volume. John Gibney proceeds
from the beginning of Ireland’s modern period and continues through to virtually
the present day, offering an integrated overview of the island nation’s cultural,
political, and socioeconomic history. This succinct, scholarly study covers
important historical events, including the Cromwellian conquest and settlement,
the Great Famine, and the struggle for Irish independence. Gibney's book
explores major themes such as Ireland’s often contentious relationship with
Britain, its place within the British Empire, the impact of the Protestant
Reformation, the ongoing religious tensions it inspired, and the global reach of
the Irish diaspora. This unique, wide-ranging work assimilates the most recent
scholarship on a wide range of historical controversies, making it an essential
addition to the library of any student of Irish studies.
The thousand years explored in this book witnessed developments in the history
of Ireland that resonate to this day. Interspersing narrative with detailed analysis
of key themes, the first volume in The Cambridge History of Ireland presents the
latest thinking on key aspects of the medieval Irish experience. The contributors
are leading experts in their fields, and present their original interpretations in a
fresh and accessible manner. New perspectives are offered on the politics,
artistic culture, religious beliefs and practices, social organisation and economic
activity that prevailed on the island in these centuries. At each turn the question
is asked: to what extent were these developments unique to Ireland? The
openness of Ireland to outside influences, and its capacity to influence the world
beyond its shores, are recurring themes. Underpinning the book is a
comparative, outward-looking approach that sees Ireland as an integral but
exceptional component of medieval Christian Europe.
Ireland has rarely been out of the news during the past thirty years. Whether as a warzone in which Catholic nationalists and Protestant Unionists struggled for supremacy, a
case study in conflict resolution or an economy that for a time promised to make the
Irish among the wealthiest people on the planet, the two Irelands have truly captured
the world's imagination. Yet single-volume histories of Ireland are rare. Here, Thomas
Bartlett, one of the country's leading historians, sets out a fascinating new history that
ranges from prehistory to the present. Integrating politics, society and culture, he offers
an authoritative historical road map that shows exactly how - and why - Ireland, north
and south, arrived at where it is today. This is an indispensable guide to both the
legacies of the past for Ireland's present and to the problems confronting north and
south in the contemporary world.
In 1986, Patrick O'Farrell published a landmark book, The Irish in Australia. This was
an important volume given that after the English, the Irish were the largest population in
Australia between 1788 and 1945, comprising nearly 25 per cent of all non-Indigenous
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Australians by 1901. Drawing on source materials unused until now, A New History of
the Irish in Australia focuses on key areas previously ignored, including race. Indeed,
the Irish were seen as a different, inferior ethnic group, despised and feared. Catholic
Irish were often seen as a threat to the empire in their supposed failure to show loyalty
to the crown. Their alleged recklessness and moral shortcomings meant Irish men and
women were perceived as a threat to good manners and society, often the butt of jokes
in popular culture. This important book also looks at the Australian-Irish experience in
the context of the worldwide Irish diaspora, revealing much about what Irish-Australians
shared with Irish communities elsewhere and showing that the Irish-Australian
experience was unique.
This book brings together some of today's most exciting scholars of Irish history to chart
the pivotal events in the history of modern Ireland while providing fresh perspectives on
topics ranging from colonialism and nationalism to political violence, famine, emigration,
and feminism. The Princeton History of Modern Ireland takes readers from the Tudor
conquest in the sixteenth century to the contemporary boom and bust of the Celtic
Tiger, exploring key political developments as well as major social and cultural
movements. Contributors describe how the experiences of empire and diaspora have
determined Ireland’s position in the wider world and analyze them alongside domestic
changes ranging from the Irish language to the economy. They trace the literary and
intellectual history of Ireland from Jonathan Swift to Seamus Heaney and look at
important shifts in ideology and belief, delving into subjects such as religion, gender,
and Fenianism. Presenting the latest cutting-edge scholarship by a new generation of
historians of Ireland, The Princeton History of Modern Ireland features narrative
chapters on Irish history followed by thematic chapters on key topics. The book
highlights the global reach of the Irish experience as well as commonalities shared
across Europe, and brings vividly to life an Irish past shaped by conquest, plantation,
assimilation, revolution, and partition.
The elusive search for stability is the subject of Professor D. George Boyce’s
Nineteenth-Century Ireland, the fifth in the New Gill History of Ireland series. Nineteenthcentury Ireland began and ended in armed revolt. The bloody insurrections of 1798
were the proximate reasons for the passing of the Act of Union two years later. The
‘long nineteenth century’ lasted until 1922, by which the institutions of modern Ireland
were in place against a background of the Great War, the Ulster rebellion and the
armed uprising of the nationalist Ireland. The hope was that, in an imperial structure,
the ethnic, religious and national differences of the inhabitants of Ireland could be
reconciled and eliminated. Nationalist Ireland mobilised a mass democratic movement
under Daniel O’Connell to secure Catholic Emancipation before seeing its world
transformed by the social cataclysm of the Great Irish Potato Famine. At the same time,
the Protestant north-east of Ulster was feeling the first benefits of the Industrial
Revolution. Although post-Famine Ireland modernised rapidly, only the north-east had a
modern economy. The mixture of Protestantism and manufacturing industry integrated
into the greater United Kingdom and gave a new twist to the traditional Irish Protestant
hostility to Catholic political demands. In the home rule period from the 1880s to 1914,
the prospect of partition moved from being almost unthinkable to being almost
inevitable. Nineteenth-century Ireland collapsed in the various wars and rebellions of
1912–22. Like many other parts of Europe than and since, it had proved that an
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imperial superstructure can contain domestic ethnic rivalries, but cannot always
eliminate them. Nineteenth-Century Ireland: Table of Contents Introduction The Union:
Prelude and Aftermath, 1798–1808 The Catholic Question and Protestant Answers,
1808–29 Testing the Union, 1830–45 The Land and its Nemesis, 1845–9 Political
Diversity, Religious Division, 1850–69 The Shaping of Irish Politics (1): The Making of
Irish Nationalism, 1870–91 The Shaping of Irish Politics (2): The Making of Irish
Unionism, 1870–93 From Conciliation to Confrontation, 1891–1914 Modernising
Ireland, 1834–1914 The Union Broken, 1914–23 Stability and Strife in NineteenthCentury Ireland
A New History of Ireland is the largest scholarly project in modern Irish history. In 9
volumes, it provides a comprehensive new synthesis of modern scholarship on every
aspect of Irish history and prehistory, from the earliest geological and archaeological
evidence, through the Middle Ages, down to the present day. Volume II opens with a
character study of medieval Ireland and a panoramic view of the country c.1169,
followed by nineteen chapters of narrative history, with a survey of 'Land and People,
c.1300'. There are further chapters on Gaelic and colonial society, economy and trade,
literature in Irish, French, and English, architecture and sculpture, manuscripts and
illuminations, and coinage.
The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was an era of continuity as well as change.
Though properly portrayed as the era of 'Protestant Ascendancy' it embraces two
phases - the eighteenth century when that ascendancy was at its peak; and the
nineteenth century when the Protestant elite sustained a determined rear-guard
defence in the face of the emergence of modern Catholic nationalism. Employing a
chronology that is not bound by traditional datelines, this volume moves beyond the
familiar political narrative to engage with the economy, society, population, emigration,
religion, language, state formation, culture, art and architecture, and the Irish abroad. It
provides new and original interpretations of a critical phase in the emergence of a
modern Ireland that, while focused firmly on the island and its traditions, moves beyond
the nationalist narrative of the twentieth century to provide a history of late early modern
Ireland for the twenty-first century.
A major new study of Irish military history from the earliest times to the present day.
Christine Kinealy incorporates some of the most recent scholarship to explore the key
developments and personalities that have helped to shape this country over 1500
years. From the arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the twelfth century - which began
Ireland's complex and tortuous relationship with England - to Cromwell's invasion, the
Plantation of Ulster, the Great Famine and Nationalism, Christine Kinealy challenges
the dominant interpretation of events.
From the beginning of time the Irish have always fascinated the world. From their cheerful,
happy demenor to their conflicts with England and the tense North, South divide. Jump into this
concise guide and learn all you need to know for your next visit to the Emerald Isle.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
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blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate
your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
Change is constant in human affairs and Ireland has seen its fair share over the centuries. If
we are to understand Ireland’s current challenges then we must grasp the complexity of its
past. This concise and even-handed account describes the history of Ireland from early times.
Based upon up-to-date research, the narrative covers all political, social and cultural issues of
importance, right up to the autumn of 1995 with the visit of President Clinton and the end of the
first year of peace in Northern Ireland.
This new Short History of Modern Ireland is concise, comprehensive and original in approach.
It combines a strong narrative with explanation and interpretation. Locating Ireland within a
European context throughout the period, it also stresses the influence of the Anglo-American
world. Written in an accessible style, it assumes no previous knowledge of Irish history. It is,
therefore, the perfect introduction to the subject for visitors to Ireland, and illuminating for Irish
people themselves. Book jacket.
A New History of Ireland, "in nine volumes, provides a comprehensive new synthesis of
modern scholarship on every aspect of Irish history and prehistory, from the earliest geological
and archaeological evidence, through the middleages, down to the present day."-- Back cover.
A New History of Ireland is the largest scholarly project in modern Irish history. In 9 volumes, it
provides a comprehensive new synthesis of modern scholarship on every aspect of Irish
history and prehistory, from the earliest geological and archaeological evidence, through the
Middle Ages, down to the present day. Volume VI opens with a character study of the period,
followed by ten chapters of narrative history, and a study of Ireland in 1914. It includes further
chapters on the economy, literature, the Irish language, music, arts, education, administration
and the public service, and emigration.
In this groundbreaking history of Ireland, Neil Hegarty presents a fresh perspective on Ireland's
past. Comprehensive and engaging, The Story of Ireland is an eye-opening account of a nation
that has long been shaped by forces beyond its coasts. The Story of Ireland re-examines Irish
history, challenging the accepted stories and long-held myths associated with Ireland.
Transporting readers to the Ireland of the past, beginning with the first settlement in A.D. 433,
this is a sweeping and compelling history of one of the world's most dynamic nations. Hegarty
examines how world events, including Europe's 16th century religious wars, the French and
American revolutions, and Ireland's policy of neutrality during World War II, have shaped the
country over the course of its long and fascinating history. With an up-to-date afterword that
details the present state of affairs in Ireland, this is an essential text for readers who are
fascinated by current events, politics, and history. Spanning Irish history from its earliest
inhabitants to the country's current financial crisis, The Story of Ireland is an epic and brilliant
re-telling of Ireland's history from a new point of view.
A New History of Ireland, Volume IPrehistoric and Early IrelandClarendon Press

Shortlisted for the ONSIDE NONFICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR 2018 The
islands off the coast of Ireland have long been a source of fascination. Seen as
repositories of an ancient Irish culture and the epitome of Irish romanticism, they
have attracted generations of scholars, artists and filmmakers, from James Joyce
to Robert O'Flaherty, looking for a way of life uncontaminated by modernity or
materialism. But the reality for islanders has been a lot more complex. They
faced poverty, hardship and official hostility, even while being expected to
preserve an ancient culture and way of life. Writing in her 1936 autobiography,
Peig Sayers, resident of Blaskets island, described it as 'this dreadful rock'. In
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1841, there were 211 inhabited islands with a combined population of 38,000; by
2011, only 64 islands were inhabited, with a total population of 8,500. And
younger generations continue to leave. By documenting the island experiences
and the social, cultural and political reaction to them over the last 100 years, On
the Edge examines why this exodus has happened, and the gulf between the
rhetoric that elevated island life and the reality of the political hostility towards
them.It uncovers, through state and private archives, personal memoirs,
newspaper coverage, and the author's personal travels, the realities behind the
"dreadful rocks", and the significance of the experiences of, and reactions to,
those who were and remain, literally, on the very edge of European civilisation.
From prehistoric times to the present day this comprehensive history presents
the story of Ireland in bite-size chunks. With illustrations throughout this is an
attractive and practical guide to Ireland's colorful history.
Told through the prism of the lives of 21 extraordinary women, this remarkable
book offers an alternative vision of Irish history – one that puts the spotlight on
women whose contributions have been forgotten or overlooked. Author Clodagh
Finn travels through the ages to ‘meet’, among others, Macha, the Celtic horse
goddess of Ulster; St Dahalin, an early Irish saint and miracle worker; Jo
Hiffernan, painter and muse to the artists Whistler and Courbet; Jennie Hodgers,
a woman who fought as a male soldier in the American Civil War; Sr Concepta
Lynch, businesswoman, Dominican sister and painter of a unique Celtic shrine;
the Overend sisters, farmers, charity workers and motoring enthusiasts; and
Rosemary Gibb, athlete, social worker, clown and accomplished magician. From
a Stone Age farmer who lived in Co. Clare more than 5,000 years ago to the
modern-day founder of a 3D printing company, this book opens a fascinating
window onto the life and times of some amazing women whose stories were
shaped by the centuries in which they lived.
This book tells a history of Ireland through the examination of 100 key words from
the Royal Irish Academy's Dictionary of the Irish Language, the most
comprehensive dictionary of Irish in existence. The book is aimed at a popular
audience and is intended to increase awareness and understanding of the Irish
language for the period spanning the seventh to the seventeenth century, but it
assumes no prior knowledge of the language on the part of the reader. It is
divided into themes, including writing and literature, food and feasting, technology
and science, the body, and other worlds, and each entry will explore a word or
group of words related to a particular idea or object, such as 'home', 'death',
'people' or 'book'. Entries are short, c. 500 words, and self-contained, so that
readers can dip into the book where they please.
A New History of Ireland is the largest scholarly project in modern Irish history. In
9 volumes, it provides a comprehensive new synthesis of modern scholarship on
every aspect of Irish history and prehistory, from the earliest geological and
archaeological evidence, through the Middle Ages, down to the present day.
Volume VII covers a period of major significance in Ireland's history. It outlines
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the division of Ireland and the eventual establishment of the Irish Republic. It
provides comprehensive coverage of political developments, north and south, as
well as offering chapters on the economy, literature in English and Irish, the Irish
language, the visual arts, emigration and immigration, and the history of women.
The contributors to this volume, all specialists in their field, provide the most
comprehensive treatment of these developments of any single-volume survey of
twentieth-century Ireland.
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