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This is a history of the main ideas that shaped human civilization, from prehistory
to the 21st century across the continents: science, religion, art, philosophy, etc.
Peter Burke follows up his magisterial Social History of Knowledge, picking up
where the first volume left off around 1750 at the publication of the French
Encyclopédie and following the story through to Wikipedia. Like the previous
volume, it offers a social history (or a retrospective sociology of knowledge) in the
sense that it focuses not on individuals but on groups, institutions, collective
practices and general trends. The book is divided into 3 parts. The first argues
that activities which appear to be timeless - gathering knowledge, analysing,
disseminating and employing it - are in fact time-bound and take different forms
in different periods and places. The second part tries to counter the tendency to
write a triumphalist history of the 'growth' of knowledge by discussing losses of
knowledge and the price of specialization. The third part offers geographical,
sociological and chronological overviews, contrasting the experience of centres
and peripheries and arguing that each of the main trends of the period professionalization, secularization, nationalization, democratization, etc,
coexisted and interacted with its opposite. As ever, Peter Burke presents a
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breath-taking range of scholarship in prose of exemplary clarity and accessibility.
This highly anticipated second volume will be essential reading across the
humanities and social sciences.
The dynamic but little-known story of how archives came to shape and be
shaped by European culture and society
The ‘knowledge turn’ in curriculum studies has drawn attention to the central
role that knowledge of the disciplines plays in education, and to the need for new
thinking about how we understand knowledge and knowledge-building. Knowing
History in Schools explores these issues in the context of teaching and learning
history through a dialogue between the eminent sociologist of curriculum Michael
Young, and leading figures in history education research and practice from a
range of traditions and contexts. With a focus on Young’s ‘powerful knowledge’
theorisation of the curriculum, and on his more recent articulations of the
‘powers’ of knowledge, this dialogue explores the many complexities posed for
history education by the challenge of building children’s historical knowledge and
understanding. The book builds towards a clarification of how we can best
conceptualise knowledge-building in history education. Crucially, it aims to help
history education students, history teachers, teacher educators and history
curriculum designers navigate the challenges that knowledge-building processes
Page 2/26

Online Library A History Of Knowledge By Charles Van Doren Free
pose for learning history in schools.
Scientifica Historica is an illustrated, essay-based review of those books that
marked the development of science from ancient civilizations to the new
millennium. The book is divided into five eras and explores the leading scientific
pioneers, discoveries and books within them: Ancient World – looks at the
beginnings of language, plus the first ever scientific documents produced and
translated Renaissance in Print – explores the effects of the invention of the
printing press and the exploration of the seas and skies Modern Classical –
surveys the nineteenth century and the development of science as a profession
Post-Classical – dissects the twentieth century and the introduction of relativity,
quantum theory and genetics The Next Generation – reviews the period from
1980 to the modern day, showing how science has become accessible to the
general public Plus an introduction to the history and development of writing and
books in general, and a list of the 150 greatest science books published. From
carvings and scrolls to glossy bound tomes, this book beautifully illustrates the
evolution of scientific communication to the world. By recounting the history of
science via its key works—those books written by the keenest minds our world
has known—this book reflects the physical results of brilliant thought manifested in
titles that literally changed the course of knowledge.
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Studies 1 of the Max Planck Research Library for the History and Development of
Knowledge.
This shortform book presents key peer-reviewed research selected by expert
series editors and contextualised by new analysis from each author on the
subject of knowledge management in industrial history. With contributions on
knowledge management, knowledge transfer, knowledge loss, knowledge
creation, competition and co-operation in producing skilled employees, and
ownership structures and their relation to knowledge management, this volume
provides an array of fascinating insights into industrial history. Of interest to
business and economic historians, this shortform book also provides analysis
and illustrative case-studies that will be valuable reading across the social
sciences.
Thoroughly researched contributions from conferences at Harvard and Paris on
coping with ignorance in late medieval and early modern administrative practices,
science, literature and the arts, are tightly connected by a new theoretical
framework on how to historicize ignorance.
A Brief History of Knowledge for Social Science Researchers outlines a history of
knowledge from Ancient Greece to present day, in Europe and the Western world. This
outline provides the basis for understanding where various research methods originate,
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and their epistemological, historical, political and social roots. This book provides social
science researchers with an understanding of how research methods developed, and
how their truth criteria, and what is accepted as knowledge, spring from human history.
Research is often reduced to data collection, results and publication in the stressful,
results-oriented academic environment. But research is a human enterprise, a product
of both individual creativity and historical, political and social conditions. This book will
focus on how shared research criteria (as we know them today) were developed
through the work and thought of philosophers, social activists and researchers. This
book will be useful for graduate and post-graduate students, particularly those studying
Research Methods, and Philosophy of Science courses; and for experienced social
science researchers who wish to understand how research methods have developed in
human history.
A comprehensive, visual reference, enhanced by two thousand photographs and
illustrations, provides information on all major fields of knowledge and includes
timelines, sidebars, cross-references, and other useful features.
"Cassirer employs his remarkable gift of lucidity to explain the major ideas and
intellectual issues that emerged in the course of nineteenth century scientific and
historical thinking. The translators have done an excellent job in reproducing his clarity
in English. There is no better place for an intelligent reader to find out, with a minimum
of technical language, what was really happening during the great intellectual
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movement between the age of Newton and our own."-- New York Times. -- Publisher
description.
Uncovers the hidden role of girls and women in the desegregation of American
education The story of school desegregation in the United States often begins in the
mid-twentieth-century South. Drawing on archival sources and genealogical records,
Kabria Baumgartner uncovers the story’s origins in the nineteenth-century Northeast
and identifies a previously overlooked group of activists: African American girls and
women. In their quest for education, African American girls and women faced numerous
obstacles—from threats and harassment to violence. For them, education was a daring
undertaking that put them in harm’s way. Yet bold and brave young women such as
Sarah Harris, Sarah Parker Remond, Rosetta Morrison, Susan Paul, and Sarah Mapps
Douglass persisted. In Pursuit of Knowledge argues that African American girls and
women strategized, organized, wrote, and protested for equal school rights—not just for
themselves, but for all. Their activism gave rise to a new vision of womanhood: the
purposeful woman, who was learned, active, resilient, and forward-thinking. Moreover,
these young women set in motion equal-school-rights victories at the local and state
level, and laid the groundwork for further action to democratize schools in twentiethcentury America. In this thought-provoking book, Baumgartner demonstrates that the
confluence of race and gender has shaped the long history of school desegregation in
the United States right up to the present.
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"Knowledge and the Early Modern City uses case studies from the sixteenth to the
eighteenth centuries to examine the relationships between knowledge and the city and
how these changed in a period when the nature and conception of both was drastically
transformed. Providing the ideal starting point for those seeking to understand the role
of urban institutions, actors and spaces in the production of knowledge and the
development of the so-called 'modern' knowledge society, this is the perfect resource
for students and scholars of early modern history and knowledge"-One of the foremost historians of intellectual life and education in Germany, Fritz Ringer
has brought together in this volume several of his articles, most of which are not easily
available are published here in English for the first time. They focus on a whole range of
contemporary and historical debates about the relationship between ideas and their
context, the role of education and middle-class consciousness, the social role of
academics and intellectuals, and competing ideals of learning, science, and history.
Working with Paper builds on a growing interest in the materials of science by exploring
the gendered uses and meanings of paper tools and technologies, considering how
notions of gender impacted paper practices and in turn how paper may have structured
knowledge about gender. Through a series of dynamic investigations covering Europe
and North America and spanning the early modern period to the twentieth century, this
volume breaks new ground by examining material histories of paper and the gendered
worlds that made them. Contributors explore diverse uses of paper—from healing to
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phrenological analysis to model making to data processing—which often occurred in
highly gendered, yet seemingly divergent spaces, such as laboratories and kitchens,
court rooms and boutiques, ladies’ chambers and artisanal workshops, foundling
houses and colonial hospitals, and college gymnasiums and state office buildings.
Together, they reveal how notions of masculinity and femininity became embedded in
and expressed through the materials of daily life. Working with Paper uncovers the
intricate negotiations of power and difference underlying epistemic practices, forging a
material history of knowledge in which quotidian and scholarly practices are intimately
linked.
'An epic treasure hunt into the highways and byways of stored knowledge across faiths
and continents.' John Agard, poet and playwrightIn The Map of Knowledge Violet Moller
traces the journey taken by the ideas of three of the greatest scientists of antiquity Euclid, Galen and Ptolemy - through seven cities and over a thousand years. In it, we
follow them from sixth-century Alexandria to ninth-century Baghdad, from Muslim
Cordoba to Catholic Toledo, from Salerno's medieval medical school to Palermo,
capital of Sicily's vibrant mix of cultures, and - finally - to Venice, where that great
merchant city's printing presses would enable Euclid's geometry, Ptolemy's system of
the stars and Galen's vast body of writings on medicine to spread even more widely. In
tracing these fragile strands of knowledge from century to century, from east to west
and north to south, Moller also reveals the web of connections between the Islamic
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world and Christendom, connections that would both preserve and transform
astronomy, mathematics and medicine from the early Middle Ages to the Renaissance.
Vividly told and with a dazzling cast of characters, The Map of Knowledge is an
evocative, nuanced and vibrant account of our common intellectual heritage.

The acquisition of self-knowledge is often described as one of the main goals of
philosophical inquiry. At the same time, some sort of self-knowledge is often
regarded as a necessary condition of our being a human agent or human subject.
Thus self-knowledge is taken to constitute both the beginning and the end of
humans' search for wisdom, and as such it is intricately bound up with the very
idea of philosophy. Not surprisingly therefore, the Delphic injunction 'Know
thyself' has fascinated philosophers of different times, backgrounds, and
tempers. But how can we make sense of this imperative? What is self-knowledge
and how is it achieved? What are the structural features that distinguish selfknowledge from other types of knowledge? What role do external, second- and
third-personal, sources of knowledge play in the acquisition of self-knowledge?
How can we account for the moral impact ascribed to self-knowledge? Is it just a
form of anthropological knowledge that allows agents to act in accordance with
their aims? Or, does self-knowledge ultimately ennoble the self of the subjects
having it? Finally, is self-knowledge, or its completion, a goal that may be
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reached at all? The book addresses these questions in fifteen chapters covering
approaches of many philosophers from Plato and Aristotle to Edmund Husserl or
Elisabeth Anscombe. The short reflections inserted between the chapters show
that the search for self-knowledge is an important theme in literature, poetry,
painting and self-portraiture from Homer.
The theory of knowledge, or epistemology, is often regarded as a dry topic that
bears little relation to actual knowledge practices. Knowledge: The Philosophical
Quest in History addresses this perception by showing the roots, developments
and prospects of modern epistemology from its beginnings in the nineteenth
century to the present day. Beginning with an introduction to the central
questions and problems in theory of knowledge, Steve Fuller goes on to
demonstrate that contemporary epistemology is enriched by its interdisciplinarity,
analysing keys areas including: Epistemology as Cognitive Economics
Epistemology as Divine Psychology Epistemology as Philosophy of Science
Epistemology as Sociology of Science Epistemology and Postmodernism. A wideranging and historically-informed assessment of the ways in which man has - and
continues to - pursue, question, contest, expand and shape knowledge, this book
is essential reading anyone in the Humanities and Social Sciences interested in
the history and practical application of epistemology.
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How do historians, comparative linguists, biblical and textual critics and
evolutionary biologists establish beliefs about the past? How do they know the
past? This book presents a philosophical analysis of the disciplines that offer
scientific knowledge of the past. Using the analytic tools of contemporary
epistemology and philosophy of science the book covers such topics as
evidence, theory, methodology, explanation, determination and
underdetermination, coincidence, contingency and counterfactuals in
historiography. Aviezer Tucker's central claim is that historiography as a scientific
discipline should be thought of as an effort to explain the evidence of past events.
He also emphasizes the similarity between historiographic methodology to
Darwinian evolutionary biology. This is an important, fresh approach to
historiography and will be read by philosophers, historians and social scientists
interested in the methodological foundations of their disciplines.
A History of KnowledgePast, Present, and FutureRandom House Digital, Inc.
This volume serves as both an introduction to the field of the sociology of
knowledge and an interpretation of the thought of the major figures associated
with its development More than a compendium of ideas, Stark seeks here to put
order into what he regarded as a diffuse tradition of diverse bodies of thought, in
particular the seemingly irreconcilable conflict between the study of the political
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element in thought identified here with Karl Mannheim and the investigation of
the social element in thinking associated with the work of Max Scheler. The
sociology of knowledge is primarily directed toward the study of the precise ways
that human experience, through the mediation of knowledge, takes on a
conscious and communicable shape. While both schools dealt with by Stark
assume that the pursuit of truth is not purposeful apart from socially and
historically determined structures of meaning, the tradition extending from Marx
to Mannheim seeks to expose hidden factors that turn us away from the truth
while that of Weber and Scheler attempts to identify social forces that impart a
definite direction to our search for it In order to reconcile opposing theoretical
positions, Stark seeks to lay the foundations for a theory of the social
determination of thought by directing his inquiry to the philosophical problem of
truth in a manner compatible with cultural sociology. Stark's theoretical legacy to
the sociology of knowledge is that social influences operate everywhere through
a group's ethos. From this, many systems of ideas and social categories
emanate, revealing partial glimpses of a synthetic whole. The outcome of Stark's
work is a general theory of social determination remarkably consistent with
contemporary interests in the broad range of cultural studies, whose focus is best
described as the use of philosophical, literary, and historical approaches to study
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the social construction of meaning. "The Sociology of Knowledge "will be of great
interest to social scientists, philosophers, and intellectual historians.
Who decides what should be recognized as knowledge? What forces engender
knowledge? How do certain forms of it acquire precedence over the rest, and
why? Exploring these fundamental questions, this book provides an introductory
outline of the vast history of knowledge systems under the broad categories of
European and non-European, specifically Indian. It not only traces ontology and
epistemology in spatio-temporal terms, but also contextualizes methodological
development by comparing Indian and European systems of knowledge and their
methods of production as well as techniques ensuring reliability. Knowledge
cannot have a history of its own, independent of social history. Therefore, using a
vast array of sources, including Greek, Prakrit, Chinese, and Arab texts, the book
situates the history of knowledge production within the matrix of multiple socioeconomic and politico-cultural systems. Further, the volume also analyses the
process of the rise of science and new science and reviews speculative thoughts
about the dynamics of the subatomic micro-universe as well as the mechanics of
the galactic macro-universe.
Knowledge and Power presents and explores science not as something
specifically for scientists, but as an integral part of human civilization, and traces
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the development of science through different historical settings from the Middle
Ages through to the Cold War. Five case studies are examined within this book:
the creation of modern science by Muslims, Christians and Jews in the medieval
Mediterranean; the global science of the Jesuit order in the early modern world;
the relationship between "modernization" and "westernization" in Russia and
Japan from the late seventeenth to the mid-nineteenth century; the role of
science in the European colonization of Africa; and the rivalry in "big science"
between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Each
chapter includes original documents to further the reader’s understanding, and
this second edition has been enhanced with a selection of new images and a
new chapter on Big Science and the Superpowers during the Cold War. Since
the Middle Ages, people have been working in many civilizations and cultures to
advance knowledge of, and power over, the natural world. Through a
combination of narrative and primary sources, Knowledge and Power provides
students with an understanding of how different cultures throughout time and
across the globe approached science. It is ideal for students of world history and
the history of science.
This multidisciplinary collection of essays provides a critical and comprehensive
understanding of how knowledge has been made, moved and used, by whom
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and for what purpose. To explain how new knowledge emerges, this volume
offers a two-fold conceptual move: challenging both the premise of
insurmountable differences between confined, autarkic cultures and the linear,
nation-centered approach to the spread of immutable stocks of knowledge.
Rather, the conceptual focus of the book is on the circulation, amalgamation and
reconfiguration of locally shaped bodies of knowledge on a broader, global scale.
The authors emphasize that the histories of interaction have been made less
transparent through the study of cultural representations thus distorting the view
of how knowledge is actually produced. Leading scholars from a range of fields,
including history, philosophy, social anthropology and comparative culture
research, have contributed chapters which cover the period from the early
modern age to the present day and investigate settings in Africa, Asia, and
Europe. Their particular focus is on areas that have largely been neglected until
now. In this work, readers from many disciplines will find new approaches to
writing the global history of knowledge-making, especially historians, scholars of
the history and philosophy of science, and those in culture studies.
How did the fact become modernity's most favored unit of knowledge? How did
description come to seem separable from theory in the precursors of economics
and the social sciences? Mary Poovey explores these questions in A History of
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the Modern Fact, ranging across an astonishing array of texts and ideas from the
publication of the first British manual on double-entry bookkeeping in 1588 to the
institutionalization of statistics in the 1830s. She shows how the production of
systematic knowledge from descriptions of observed particulars influenced
government, how numerical representation became the privileged vehicle for
generating useful facts, and how belief—whether figured as credit, credibility, or
credulity—remained essential to the production of knowledge. Illuminating the
epistemological conditions that have made modern social and economic
knowledge possible, A History of the Modern Fact provides important
contributions to the history of political thought, economics, science, and
philosophy, as well as to literary and cultural criticism.
In this book Peter Burke adopts a socio-cultural approach toexamine the changes
in the organization of knowledge in Europe fromthe invention of printing to the
publication of the FrenchEncyclopédie. The book opens with an assessment of
different sociologies ofknowledge from Mannheim to Foucault and beyond, and
goes on todiscuss intellectuals as a social group and the social
institutions(especially universities and academies) which encouraged
ordiscouraged intellectual innovation. Then, in a series of separatechapters,
Burke explores the geography, anthropology, politics andeconomics of
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knowledge, focusing on the role of cities, academies,states and markets in the
process of gathering, classifying,spreading and sometimes concealing
information. The final chaptersdeal with knowledge from the point of view of the
individualreader, listener, viewer or consumer, including the problem of
thereliability of knowledge discussed so vigorously in the seventeenthcentury.
One of the most original features of this book is its discussionof knowledges in
the plural. It centres on printed knowledge,especially academic knowledge, but it
treats the history of theknowledge 'explosion' which followed the invention of
printing andthe discovery of the world beyond Europe as a process of
exchangeor negotiation between different knowledges, such as male andfemale,
theoretical and practical, high-status and low-status, andEuropean and nonEuropean. Although written primarily as a contribution to social orsocio-cultural
history, this book will also be of interest tohistorians of science, sociologists,
anthropologists, geographersand others in another age of information explosion.
What is the history of knowledge? This engaging and accessible introduction
explains what is distinctive about the new field of the history of knowledge (or, as
some scholars say, ‘knowledges in the plural’) and how it differs from the history
of science, intellectual history, the sociology of knowledge or from cultural history.
Leading cultural historian, Peter Burke, draws upon examples of this new kind of
Page 17/26

Online Library A History Of Knowledge By Charles Van Doren Free
history from different periods and from the history of India, East Asia and the
Islamic world as well as from Europe and the Americas. He discusses some of
the main concepts used by scholars working in the field, among them ‘order of
knowledge’, ‘situated knowledge’ and ‘knowledge society’. This book tells the
story of the transformation of relatively raw ‘information’ into knowledge via
processes of classification, verification and so on, the dissemination of this
knowledge and finally its employment for different purposes, by governments,
corporations or private individuals. A concluding chapter identifies central
problems in the history of knowledge, from triumphalism to relativism, together
with attempts to solve them. The only book of its kind yet to be published, What is
the History of Knowledge? will be essential reading for all students of history and
the humanities in general, as well as the interested general reader.
"Charles Van Doren has laid a feast before all of us that is irresistible." -Mortimer
J. Adler This engaging love letter to reading follows the great authors and
classics that transformed the world: from Aristotle and Herodotus in ancient
Greece to Salinger and Heinlein in 20th century America. Like a professor whose
enthusiasm enwraps his students, Van Doren explains what's wonderful in the
books you've missed and awakens your desire to reopen the books you already
know. Divided chronologically by the periods in which these classics were written,
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each book is put in its historical context and brought to life by Van Doren's
brilliant analysis. The Joy of Reading delves into a wide range of genres-fiction,
poetry, drama, children's books, philosophy, history and science. This is the one
book that brings together everything you need to know about the classics you
missed and ignites your passion to read and reread the greatest books the world
has ever known. This book is the fruit of a lifelong love affair. Reading, I believe,
is my favorite thing to do; books and I have been inseparable almost as long as I
can remember ... To this day, I become distressed if I am anywhere without a
book, a magazine, a newspaper, any scrap of paper to read .... I like the smell of
books, certainly the feel of them. Life without books would be, for me, a vacant
horror." -Charles Van Doren "Nothing recommends the joy of reading better than
the communication of it by a person who has spent a lifetime enriched by the
delights of reading. Charles Van Doren is that kind of reader. He has laid a feast
before us that is irresistible." -Mortimer J. Adler, author of How to Read a Book
"Mr. Van Doren is that rarity, a truly well read man who reads not for professional
purposes but for pleasure. His book spurs us on to explore more deeply and
joyfully the infinitely varied terrain of good books." -Clifton Fadiman, author of The
New Lifetime Reading Plan: The Classical Guide to World Literature
A one-voume reference to the history of ideas that is a compendium of everything
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that humankind has thought, invented, created, considered, and perfected from
the beginning of civilization into the twenty-first century. Massive in its scope, and
yet totally accessible, A HISTORY OF KNOWLEDGE covers not only all the
great theories and discoveries of the human race, but also explores the social
conditions, political climates, and individual men and women of genius that
brought ideas to fruition throughout history. Crystal clear and concise...Explains
how humankind got to know what it knows. Clifton Fadiman Selected by the Bookof-the-Month Club and the History Book Club
Libraries preserve the knowledge and ideas on which rights depend; no wonder
they are so often attacked. Richard Ovenden tells the history of this deliberate
destruction of knowledge--from library burnings to digital attacks and
contemporary underfunding--and makes a passionate plea for the importance of
these threatened institutions.
In a career spanning more than sixty-five years, John Lukacs has established
himself as one of our most accomplished historians. Now, in the stimulating book
History and the Human Condition, Lukacs offers his profound reflections on the
very nature of history, the role of the historian, the limits of knowledge, and more.
Guiding us on a quest for knowledge, Lukacs ranges far and wide over the past
two centuries. The pursuit takes us from Alexis de Tocqueville to the atomic
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bomb, from American “exceptionalism” to Nazi expansionism, from the closing of
the American frontier to the passing of the modern age. Lukacs’s insights about
the past have important implications for the present and future. In chronicling the
twentieth-century decline of liberalism and rise of conservatism, for example, he
forces us to rethink the terms of the liberal-versus-conservative debate. In
particular, he shows that what passes for “conservative” in the twenty-first
century often bears little connection to true conservatism. Lukacs concludes by
shifting his gaze from the broad currents of history to the world immediately
around him. His reflections on his home, his town, his career, and his
experiences as an immigrant to the United States illuminate deeper truths about
America, the unique challenges of modernity, the sense of displacement and
atomization that increasingly characterizes twenty-first-century life, and much
more. Moving and insightful, this closing section focuses on the human in history,
masterfully displaying how right Lukacs is in his contention that history, at its
best, is personal and participatory. History and the Human Condition is a
fascinating work by one of the finest historians of our time. More than that, it is
perhaps John Lukacs’s final word on the great themes that have defined him as
a historian and a writer.
In this wide-ranging consideration of intellectual diasporas, historian Peter Burke
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questions what distinctive contribution to knowledge exiles and expatriates have
made. The answer may be summed up in one word: deprovincialization.
Historically, the encounter between scholars from different cultures was an
education for both parties, exposing them to research opportunities and
alternative ways of thinking. Deprovincialization was in part the result of
mediation, as many ŽmigrŽs informed people in their "hostland" about the culture
of the native land, and vice versa. The detachment of the exiles, who sometimes
viewed both homeland and hostland through foreign eyes, allowed them to notice
what scholars in both countries had missed. Yet at the same time, the
engagement between two styles of thought, one associated with the exiles and
the other with their hosts, sometimes resulted in creative hybridization, for
example, between German theory and Anglo-American empiricism. This timely
appraisal is brimming with anecdotes and fascinating findings about the
intellectual assets that exiles and immigrants bring to their new country, even in
the shadow of personal loss.
A fundamentally new approach to the history of science and technology This
book presents a new way of thinking about the history of science and technology,
one that offers a grand narrative of human history in which knowledge serves as
a critical factor of cultural evolution. Jürgen Renn examines the role of knowledge
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in global transformations going back to the dawn of civilization while providing
vital perspectives on the complex challenges confronting us today in the
Anthropocene—this new geological epoch shaped by humankind. Renn reframes
the history of science and technology within a much broader history of
knowledge, analyzing key episodes such as the evolution of writing, the
emergence of science in the ancient world, the Scientific Revolution of early
modernity, the globalization of knowledge, industrialization, and the profound
transformations wrought by modern science. He investigates the evolution of
knowledge using an array of disciplines and methods, from cognitive science and
experimental psychology to earth science and evolutionary biology. The result is
an entirely new framework for understanding structural changes in systems of
knowledge—and a bold new approach to the history and philosophy of science.
Written by one of today's preeminent historians of science, The Evolution of
Knowledge features discussions of historiographical themes, a glossary of key
terms, and practical insights on global issues ranging from climate change to
digital capitalism. This incisive book also serves as an invaluable introduction to
the history of knowledge.
Covers every aspect of knowledge--scientific, intellectual, and historical--from the
beginning of the human experience into the twenty-first century and beyond
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To understand modern science, it is essential to recognize that many of the most
fundamental scientific principles are drawn from the knowledge of ancient
civilizations. Taking a global yet comprehensive approach to this complex topic,
A History of Science in World Cultures uses a broad range of case studies and
examples to demonstrate that the scientific thought and method of the present
day is deeply rooted in a pluricultural past. Covering ancient Egypt,
Mesopotamia, India, Greece, China, Islam, and the New World, this volume
discusses the scope of scientific and technological achievements in each
civilization and how the knowledge it developed came to impact the European
Renaissance. Themes covered include the influence these scientific cultures had
upon one another, the power of writing and its technologies, visions of
mathematical order in the universe and how it can be represented, and what
elements of the distant scientific past we continue to depend upon today. Topics
often left unexamined in histories of science are treated in fascinating detail, such
as the chemistry of mummification and the Great Library in Alexandria in Egypt,
jewellery and urban planning of the Indus Valley, hydraulic engineering and the
compass in China, the sustainable agriculture and dental surgery of the Mayas,
and algebra and optics in Islam. This book shows that scientific thought has
never been confined to any one era, culture, or geographic region. Clearly
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presented and highly illustrated, A History of Science in World Cultures is the
perfect text for all students and others interested in the development of science
throughout history.
'Grayling brings satisfying order to daunting subjects' Steven Pinker
_________________________ In very recent times humanity has learnt a vast
amount about the universe, the past, and itself. But through our remarkable
successes in acquiring knowledge we have learned how much we have yet to
learn: the science we have, for example, addresses just 5 per cent of the
universe; pre-history is still being revealed, with thousands of historical sites yet
to be explored; and the new neurosciences of mind and brain are just beginning.
What do we know, and how do we know it? What do we now know that we don't
know? And what have we learnt about the obstacles to knowing more? In a time
of deepening battles over what knowledge and truth mean, these questions
matter more than ever. Bestselling polymath and philosopher A. C. Grayling
seeks to answer them in three crucial areas at the frontiers of knowledge:
science, history and psychology. A remarkable history of science, life on earth,
and the human mind itself, this is a compelling and fascinating tour de force,
written with verve, clarity and remarkable breadth of knowledge.
_________________________ 'Remarkable, readable and authoritative. How he
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has mastered so much, so thoroughly, is nothing short of amazing' Lawrence M.
Krauss, author of A Universe from Nothing 'This book hums with the excitement
of the great human project of discovery' Adam Zeman, author of Aphantasia
Identifying four spheres of knowledge culture in the history of technology in
China, this book offers an introduction to the transmission of knowledge and
detailed contextual descriptions of individual technologies in China such as
porcelain, silk, and agriculture.
Historians have long been interested in knowledge?its nature and origin, and the
circumstances under which it was created?but it has only been in recent years
that the history of knowledge has emerged as an academic field in its own
right.00In 'Circulation of Knowledge' , a group of Nordic scholars explore a range
of theoretical and methodological approaches to this new and exciting area of
historical research. The question of knowledge in motion is central to their
investigations, and especially how knowledge is transformed when it circulates
between different societal arenas, literary genres, or forms of media.00Reflecting
on twelve empirical studies, from sixteenth-century cartography to sexology in the
1970s, the authors make a significant contribution to the growing international
research on the history of knowledge.
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