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A "chilling" and "expertly" written history of the 1939 September Campaign and the onset of
World War II (Times of London). For Americans, World War II began in December of 1941,
with the bombing of Pearl Harbor; but for Poland, the war began on September 1, 1939, when
Hitler's soldiers invaded, followed later that month by Stalin's Red Army. The conflict that
followed saw the debut of many of the features that would come to define the later warblitzkrieg, the targeting of civilians, ethnic cleansing, and indiscriminate aerial bombing-yet it is
routinely overlooked by historians. In Poland 1939, Roger Moorhouse reexamines the least
understood campaign of World War II, using original archival sources to provide a harrowing
and very human account of the events that set the bloody tone for the conflict to come.
The Routledge History of the Second World War sums up the latest trends in the scholarship of
that conflict, covering a range of major themes and issues. The book delivers a thematic
analysis of the many ways in which study of the Second World War can take place,
considering international, transnational, and global approaches, and serves as a major jumping
off point for further research into the specific fields covered by each of the expert authors. It
demonstrates the global and total nature of the Second World War, giving due coverage to the
conflict in all major theatres and through the lens of the key combatants and neutrals,
examines issues of race, gender, ideology, and society during the war, and functions as a
textbook to educate students as to the trends that have taken place in how the conflict has
been (and can be) interpreted in the modern world. Divided into twelve parts that cover central
themes of the conflict, including theatres of war, leadership, societies, occupation, secrecy and
legacies, it enables those with no memory of war to approach it with a view to comprehending
what it was all about and places the history of this conflict into a context that is international,
transnational, and institutional. This is a comprehensive and accessible reference volume for
anyone interested in the most up to date scholarship on this major conflict.
Fully revised and restructured, the sixth edition of World War II: A Global History offers
students a concise and yet thorough textbook that examines history’s bloodiest conflict. The
chapters alternate between chronological chapters on Europe and Asia-Pacific and thematic
chapters on innovations, home fronts, brutal regimes, and logistics. This textbook includes the
following features: A lively narrative of facts, events, people, and ideas that incorporates
thoughtful analysis New material and restructured content on global factors that affected the
causes, conduct, and consequences of World War II Balanced pace that does not bog readers
down in too many details yet gives them sufficient depth and breadth for context Chapters,
sections, and sidebars arranged in ways that can complement lectures and assignments Fifty
new photographs that illustrate the human condition and weaponry during World War II. Global
in focus, by blending both geographic and thematic chapters to ensure readers gain a
comprehensive understanding of impact of the war worldwide, this is the perfect volume for all
students of the biggest global conflict of the twentieth century.
'Overy has written many fine books, but Blood and Ruins is his masterpiece. It puts all previous
single-volume works of the conflict in the shade' Saul David, The Times 'This book is Richard
Overy's magnum opus ... It would be difficult to overstate the brilliance with which argument
and insight are interwoven in a fast-paced narrative' John Darwin, Times Literary Supplement
A bold new approach to the Second World War from one of Britain's foremost military
historians Richard Overy sets out in Blood and Ruins to recast the way in which we view the
Second World War and its origins and aftermath. He argues that this was the 'great imperial
war', a violent end to almost a century of global imperial expansion which reached its peak in
the ambitions of Italy, Germany and Japan in the 1930s and early 1940s, before descending
into the largest and costliest war in human history and the end, after 1945, of all territorial
empires. How war on a huge scale was fought, supplied, paid for, supported by mass
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mobilization and morally justified forms the heart of this new account. Above all, Overy
explains the bitter cost for those involved in fighting, and the exceptional level of crime and
atrocity that marked these imperial projects, the war and its aftermath. This war was as deadly
for civilians as it was for the military, a war to the death over the future of the global order.
Blood and Ruins is a masterpiece from of one of the most renowned historians of the Second
World War, which will compel us to view the war in novel and unfamiliar ways. Thoughtprovoking, original and challenging, Blood and Ruins sets out to understand the war anew.
Unknown Conflicts of the Second World War: Forgotten Fronts is a collection of chapters
dealing with various overlooked aspects of the Second World War. The aim is to give greater
depth and context to the war by introducing new stories about regions of the world and
elements of the war rarely considered. These chapters represent new discussions on
previously undeveloped narratives that help to expand our understanding of the
interconnectedness of the war. It also provides an expanded view of the war as a mosaic of
overlapping conflicts rather than a two-sided affair between massive alliance structures. The
Second World War saw revolutions, civil wars, social upheaval, subversion, and major
geopolitical policy shifts that do not fit neatly into the Allied vs. Axis 1939–1945 paradigm. This
aim is to connect the unseen dots from around the globe that influenced the big turning points
we think we know well but have really only a superficial understanding of and in so doing shed
new light on the scope and influence of the war.
A definitive account of World War II by America's preeminent military historian. World War II
was the most lethal conflict in human history. Never before had a war been fought on so many
diverse landscapes and in so many different ways, from rocket attacks in London to jungle
fighting in Burma to armor strikes in Libya. The Second World Wars examines how combat
unfolded in the air, at sea, and on land to show how distinct conflicts among disparate
combatants coalesced into one interconnected global war. Drawing on 3,000 years of military
history, bestselling author Victor Davis Hanson argues that despite its novel industrial
barbarity, neither the war's origins nor its geography were unusual. Nor was its ultimate
outcome surprising. The Axis powers were well prepared to win limited border conflicts, but
once they blundered into global war, they had no hope of victory. An authoritative new history
of astonishing breadth, The Second World Wars offers a stunning reinterpretation of history's
deadliest conflict.
Provides an overview of World War II, explains its causes, strategies, and consequences, and
analyzes decisive battles and campaigns and the keys to their outcomes
It began with the German invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. By the time it came to an
end on V-J Day-August 14, 1945 -it had involved every major power and become global in its
reach. In one brilliant volume, eminent historian Martin Gilbert offers the complete history of the
Second World War.

World War II (often abbreviated to WWII or WW2), also known as the Second World
War, was a global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945, although related conflicts began
earlier. It involved the vast majority of the world's countries-including all of the great
powers-eventually forming two opposing military alliances: the Allies and the Axis. It
was the most widespread war in history, and directly involved more than 100 million
people from over 30 countries. In a state of "total war", the major participants threw
their entire economic, industrial, and scientific capabilities behind the war effort, erasing
the distinction between civilian and military resources. Marked by mass deaths of
civilians, including the Holocaust (in which approximately 11 million people were killed)
and the strategic bombing of industrial and population centres (in which approximately
one million were killed, and which included the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki), it resulted in an estimated 50 million to 85 million fatalities. These made
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World War II the deadliest conflict in human history. Scroll up to the top of the page and
click add to cart to learn more
"Magnificent. . . . Seldom has a study of the past combined such erudition with such
exuberance." —The Guardian "No-one with an interest in the Second World War should
be without this book; and indeed nor should anyone who cares about how our world
has come about." —The Daily Telegraph Pre-eminent WWII historian Michael Burleigh
delivers a brilliant new examination of the day-to-day moral crises underpinning the
momentous conflicts of the Second World War. A magisterial counterpart to his awardwinning and internationally bestselling The Third Reich, winner of the Samuel Johnson
prize, Moral Combat offers a unique and riveting look at, in the words of The Times
(London), "not just the war planners faced with the prospect of bombing Dresden or the
atrocities of the Holocaust, but also the individuals working at the coalface of war, killing
or murdering, resisting or collaborating."
Praised as “the best military historian of our generation” by Tom Clancy, John Keegan
reconsiders his masterful study of World War II, The Second World War, with a new
foreword Keegan examines each theater of the war, focusing on five crucial battles and
offering new insights into the distinctive methods and motivations of modern warfare. In
eloquent, perceptive analyses of the airborne battle of Crete, the carrier battle of
Midway, the tank battle of Falaise, the city battle of Berlin, and the amphibious battle of
Okinawa, Keegan illuminates the strategic dilemmas faced by the leaders and the
consequences of their decisions on the fighting men and the course of the war as a
whole. An extraordinary, definitive history, The Second World War will be required
reading for generations to come. "The Second World War merits the acceptance as the
standard work that it will surely recieve." -The Washington Post "If you want to know
how it happened, read Keegan's thoughtful and elegant prose." -Los Angeles Times
From the Back Cover: From the moment of its publication in 1961, A.J.P. Taylor's
seminal work caused a storm of praise and controversy, and it has since been
recognized as a classic: the first book ever to examine exclusively and in depth the
causes of the Second World War and to apportion the responsibility among Allies and
Germans alike. With crisp, clear prose and brilliant analysis, Taylor established that the
war, "far from being premeditated, was a mistake, the result on both sides of diplomatic
blunders." He argued that Hitler was more an opportunist than an ideologue who owed
his successes to Great Britain's and France's tacking between resistance and
appeasement, and to an American policy akin to "the significant episode of the dog in
the night, to which Sherlock Holmes once drew attention. When Watson objected: 'But
the dog did nothing in the night," Holmes answered: 'That was the significant episode.'
"The Times Literary Supplement called The Origins of the Second World War "simple,
devastating, superlatively readable, and deeply disturbing," and it remains so now-a
groundbreaking book of enduring importance.
An outstanding new military history of the first half of World War II, featuring a rich array
of images, exclusive graphics, superb new maps, and expert analysis commissioned by
the United States Military Academy to teach the art of war to West Point cadets. Since
1836, United States Military Academy texts have been the gold standard for teaching
military history and the operational art of war. Now the USMA has developed a new
military history series for the public featuring the story of World War II in two volumes,
of which this is the first. The West Point History of World War II combines the expertise
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of preeminent historians with hundreds of maps and images, many created for this
volume or selected from Army collections. The first volume offers a balanced narrative
analyzing the rising tide of Axis conquest from 1939 to mid-1942, ranging from
battlefield decisions to operational and strategic plans, all set in their proper political
context. The closing chapter provides a thematic treatment of the mobilization of the
warring nations’ economies and home fronts for the conduct of total war. The West
Point History of World War II has been tested, checked, and polished by West Point
cadets, faculty, and graduates to make this the best military history of its kind.
From the "Life" team comes a gripping and comprehensive pictorial history of the
greatest conflict of our times--a World War II book which serves as a rich history of
memorable images and words. 600 bandw and color photos.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize: “The richest and most powerful single document of the
American experience in World War II” (The Boston Globe). “The Good War” is a
testament not only to the experience of war but to the extraordinary skill of Studs Terkel
as an interviewer and oral historian. From a pipe fitter’s apprentice at Pearl Harbor to a
crew member of the flight that dropped the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, his subjects are
open and unrelenting in their analyses of themselves and their experiences, producing
what People magazine has called “a splendid epic history” of WWII. With this volume
Terkel expanded his scope to the global and the historical, and the result is a
masterpiece of oral history. “Tremendously compelling, somehow dramatic and
intimate at the same time, as if one has stumbled on private accounts in letters locked
in attic trunks . . . In terms of plain human interest, Mr. Terkel may well have put
together the most vivid collection of World War II sketches ever gathered between
covers.” —The New York Times Book Review “I promise you will remember your war
years, if you were alive then, with extraordinary vividness as you go through Studs
Terkel’s book. Or, if you are too young to remember, this is the best place to get a
sense of what people were feeling.” —Chicago Tribune “A powerful book, repeatedly
moving and profoundly disturbing.” —People
"Roberts'spopulist approach makes for a rollicking good read and never comes at
theexpense of accuracy. His mastery of the huge variety of subjects is trulyimpressive
and his ability to marshal these subjects into a single compellingnarrative stunning."
—The Daily Telegraph Hailedby The Economist as “Britain’s finest military historian”
forbestsellers such as Masters and Commanders and Waterloo, AndrewRoberts offers
a magisterial new history of World War II and the Axis strategythat led the Germans
and Japanese to their eventual defeat. Perfect for readershoping to gain new insight
into WWII’s pivotal battles and campaigns, fromDunkirk to D-Day, The Storm of War is
a powerful, penetrating, andcompulsively readable examination of the causes, currents,
and consequences ofthe Second World War.

This book, first published in 1989, combines the broad themes of diplomatic,
political and military events with the human dimensions to form a major global
analysis of the second world war. It also explains the difficulties encountered by
the European powers in mobilising their colonies, and examines the economic
and social reorganisation of the belligerents. It shows the impact of the
collaboration of occupied peoples with the axis powers, and discusses in detail
the resistance movements and the Holocaust. The book also looks at advances
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in science and technology, the application of social sciences to war, the
intelligence services, and the arts.
A collection of essays discusses the nature of the Nazi system, its impact on the
world, and the Holocaust, and offers a comparative analysis of the leadership
styles of Hitler, Stalin, Tojo, and Roosevelt. BOMC. History Bk Club. UP.
The Second World WarBack Bay Books
The definitive, must-have military history of World War II—spanning 1942 until the
end of the war—packed with the same expert analysis, exclusive tactical maps,
unique graphics, and historical images used by The United States Military
Academy at West Point to teach the art of war to its own cadets. Since its
founding, West Point has taught its cadets the history of warfare, and since 1847
it has done so through a singular text, The West Point History of Warfare. That
text has been updated repeatedly, and now through a unique partnership with
West Point graduates, The West Point History of Warfare has been completely
rewritten. Volume 1 concluded with the midpoint of World War II in 1942, which is
where this latest edition begins, covering all aspects of the war in chapters such
as “Strategic Seapower and Airpower” by Richard J. Overy, “The Defeat of
Japan” by Robert W. Love, Jr., “The Allies Turn the Tide” by Robert M. Citino,
and “Occupation, Demobilization, and Assessing Victory” by Steve R. Waddell.
As with previous volumes, The West Point History of World War II, Volume 2
boasts rich, full-color illustrations with unique tactical maps created by expert
cartographers in collaboration with West Point’s military historians, as well as
dozens of graphics uniquely created for this volume and hundreds of historical
images, many of which are from the West Point archives. Authoritative,
compelling, a goldmine for history lovers, this essential resource belongs in the
library of every serious student of World War II.
With over sixty million casualties World War II was the bloodiest conflict in
history. In this incisive introduction, Christopher Catherwood covers all the key
battles, while giving the wider story behind them. He also brings a fresh angle to
the conflict, emphasising the huge impact of the preceding Sino-Japanese War
on World War II and the relative unimportance of the British campaign in Africa.
From the impact of the Hiroshima bombing to the horrors wreaked by the Red
Army and the Nazis, Catherwood makes clear the legacy of the war today. Full of
text-boxes revealing key details about intelligence, weaponry, and the social
milieu of the conflict, there is no better brief introduction.
This book examines how the fall of France in the Second World War has been
recorded by historians and remembered within society. It argues that
explanations of the fall have usually revolved around the four main themes of
decadence, failure, constraint and contingency. It shows that the dominant
explanation claimed for many years that the fall was the inevitable consequence
of a society grown rotten in the inter-war period. This view has been largely
replaced among academic historians by a consensus which distinguishes
between the military defeat and the political demise of the Third Republic. It
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emphasizes the contingent factors that led to the military defeat. At the same
time it seeks to understand the constraints within which France’s policy-makers
were required to act and the reasons for their policy-making failures in
economics, defence and diplomacy.
This is a revised and updated edition of Evan Mawdsley's acclaimed global
history of World War II. Beginning with the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War,
Evan Mawdsley shows how the war's origins lay in a conflict between the old
international order and the new and traces its globalisation as it swept through
Asia, Europe and the Middle East. The primary focus is on the war's military and
strategic history, though also examines the political, economic, ideological and
cultural factors which influenced the course of events. The war's consequences
are examined too, not only in terms of the defeat of the Axis but also of the breakup of colonial empires and the beginning of the Cold War. Accessibly written and
well-illustrated with maps and photographs, the book also includes insightful
short studies of the figures, events and battles that shaped the war, as well as
fully updated guides to further reading.
First published in 1970, the year after his death, Liddell Hart's History of the
Second World War is a highly acclaimed account by one of the greatest military
writers of the twentieth century. Providing searing insights and drawing on an
unparalleled knowledge of tactics and strategy, it is the culmination of a lifetime's
analysis and study. Condensing six bloody years into one volume, Liddell Hart
examines the moral and strategic choices made by those in power and the way
these decisions affected ordinary soldiers on the ground. With meticulous
attention to detail and epic scope, his work is a true classic and indispensable for
those seeking to understand this most devastating of conflicts.
This is a landmark reassessment of the Second World War, of its origins and
prosecution. It looks set to become the definitive single-volume military history.
The First World War was marked by an exceptional expansion in the use and
production of military cartography. But World War II took things even further,
employing maps, charts, reconnaissance, and the systematic recording and
processing of geographical and topographical information on an unprecedented
scale. As Jeremy Black—one of the world’s leading military and cartographic
historians—convincingly shows in this lavish full-color book, it is impossible to
understand the events and outcomes of the Second World War without deep
reference to mapping at all levels. In World War II, maps themselves became the
weapons. A History of the Second World War in 100 Maps traces how military
cartography developed from simply recording and reflecting history to having a
decisive impact on events of a global scale. Drawing on one hundred key maps
from the unparalleled collections of the British Library and other sources—many of
which have never been published in book form before--Jeremy Black takes us
from the prewar mapping programs undertaken by both Germany and the United
Kingdom in the mid-1930s through the conflict’s end a decade later. Black shows
how the development of maps led directly to the planning of the complex and
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fluid maneuvers that defined the European theater in World War II: for example,
aerial reconnaissance photography allowed for the charting of beach gradients
and ocean depths in the runup to the D-Day landings, and the subsequent troop
movements at Normandy would have been impossible without the help of
situation maps and photos. In the course of the conflict, both in Europe and the
Pacific, the realities of climate, terrain, and logistics—recorded on
maps—overcame the Axis powers. Maps also became propaganda tools as the
pages of Time outlined the directions of the campaigns and the Allies dropped
maps from their aircraft. ? In this thrilling and unique book, Jeremy Black blends
his singular cartographic and military expertise into a captivating overview of
World War II from the air, sea, and sky, making clear how fundamental maps
were to every aspect of this unforgettable global conflict.
Despite the numerous books on World War II, until now there has been no onevolume survey that was both objective and comprehensive. Previous volumes
have usually been written from an exclusively British or American point of view,
or have ignored the important causes and consequences of the War. A Short
History of World War II is essentially a military history, but it reaches from the
peace settlements of World War I to the drastically altered postwar world of the
late 1940's. Lucidly written and eminently readable, it is factual and accurate
enough to satisfy professional historians. A Short History of World War II will
appeal equally to the general reader, the veteran who fought in the War, and the
student interested in understanding the contemporary political world.
The conflict that ended in 1945 is often described as a 'total war', unprecedented
in both scale and character. Volume 3 of The Cambridge History of the Second
World War adopts a transnational approach to offer a comprehensive and global
analysis of the war as an economic, social and cultural event. Across twentyeight chapters and four key parts, the volume addresses complex themes such
as the political economy of industrial war, the social practices of war, the moral
economy of war and peace and the repercussions of catastrophic destruction. A
team of nearly thirty leading historians together show how entire nations
mobilized their economies and populations in the face of unimaginable violence,
and how they dealt with the subsequent losses that followed. The volume
concludes by considering the lasting impact of the conflict and the memory of war
across different cultures of commemoration.
A prize-winning historian reveals how Stalin—not Hitler—was the animating force of
World War II in this major new history. We remember World War II as a struggle
between good and evil, with Hitler propelling events and the Allied powers saving
the day. But Hitler's armies did not fight in multiple theaters, his empire did not
span the Eurasian continent, and he did not inherit the spoils of war. That role
belonged to Joseph Stalin. Hitler's genocidal ambition may have unleashed
Armageddon, but as celebrated historian Sean McMeekin shows, the conflicts
that emerged were the result of Stalin's maneuverings, orchestrated to unleash a
war between capitalist powers in Europe and between Japan and the AngloPage 7/10
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American forces in the Pacific. Meanwhile, the United States and Britain's selfdefeating strategy of supporting Stalin and his armies at all costs allowed the
Soviets to conquer most of Eurasia, from Berlin to Beijing, for Communism. A
groundbreaking reassessment, Stalin's War is essential reading for anyone
looking to understand the roots of the current world order.
World War Two re-assessed for a new generation, from the 1930s through to the
beginnings of the Cold War. This book provides a stimulating and thoughtprovoking new interpretation of one of the most terrible episodes in world history.
This is the fourth in the comprehensive and authoritative series, Germany and
the Second World War. It deals with the attack on the Soviet Union, the turningpoint of the war. The detailed analysis is underpinned by an extensive apparatus
of maps, diagrams, and tables.
War is often described as an extension of politics by violent means. With
contributions from twenty-eight eminent historians, Volume 2 of The Cambridge
History of the Second World War examines the relationship between ideology
and politics in the war's origins, dynamics and consequences. Part I examines
the ideologies of the combatants and shows how the war can be understood as a
struggle of words, ideas and values with the rival powers expressing divergent
claims to justice and controlling news from the front in order to sustain moral and
influence international opinion. Part II looks at politics from the perspective of prewar and wartime diplomacy as well as examining the way in which neutrals were
treated and behaved. The volume concludes by assessing the impact of states,
politics and ideology on the fate of individuals as occupied and liberated peoples,
collaborators and resistors, and as British and French colonial subjects.
The military events of the Second World War have been the subject of historical debate from
1945 to the present. It mattered greatly who won, and fighting was the essential determinant of
victory or defeat. In Volume 1 of The Cambridge History of the Second World War a team of
twenty-five leading historians offer a comprehensive and authoritative new account of the war's
military and strategic history. Part I examines the military cultures and strategic objectives of
the eight major powers involved. Part II surveys the course of the war in its key theatres across
the world, and assesses why one side or the other prevailed there. Part III considers, in a
comparative way, key aspects of military activity, including planning, intelligence, and
organisation of troops and matérial, as well as guerrilla fighting and treatment of prisoners of
war.
The Second World War is omnipresent in contemporary memory debates. As the war fades
from living memory, this study is the first to systematically analyze how Second World War
museums allow prototypical visitors to comprehend and experience the past. It analyzes twelve
permanent exhibitions in Europe and North America – including the Bundeswehr Military
History Museum in Dresden, the Museum of the Second World War in Gda?sk, the House of
European History in Brussels, the Imperial War Museums in London and Manchester, and the
National WWII Museum in New Orleans – in order to show how museums reflect and shape
cultural memory, as well as their cognitive, ethical, emotional, and aesthetic potential and
effects. This includes a discussion of representations of events such as the Holocaust and air
warfare. In relation to narrative, memory, and experience, the study develops the concept of
experientiality (on a sliding scale between mimetic and structural forms), which provides a new
textual-spatial method for reading exhibitions and understanding the experiences of historical
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individuals and collectives. It is supplemented by concepts like transnational memory,
empathy, and encouraging critical thinking through difficult knowledge.
The book explores the reasons why the Second World War broke out in September 1939 and
not sooner, and why a European war expanded into world war by 1941. The war has usually
been seen simply as Hitler’s war and yet the wider conflict that broke out when Germany
invaded Poland was not the war that Hitler wanted. He had hoped for a short war against
Poland; instead, Britain and France declared war on Germany. Richard Overy argues that any
explanation of the outbreak of hostilities must therefore be multi-national and he shows how
the war’s origins are to be found in the basic instability of the international system that was
brought about by the decline of the old empires of Britain and France and the rise of ambitious
new powers, Italy, Germany and Japan, keen to build new empires of their own.
The First World War had a colossal impact: The Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires
dissolved; revolutions toppled the Russian and German dynasties; American democracy was
tested; the Western European landscape was ravaged. The immediate cost of the four years
was staggering--nearly nine million dead and millions more physically or psychologically
scarred--but the war's long-term consequences were even deeper. Marilyn Shevin-Coetzee
and Frans Coetzee use the editorials, memoirs, newspaper articles, poems, and letters of the
day to re-create the many facets of the war. Technological developments such as the machine
gun and barbed wire brought the world trench warfare, vividly depicted here in a firsthand
account of then-soldier Benito Mussolini. But fighting at the front lines was only the most
graphic part of this violent time; civilians suffered too. A British parliamentary report
recommending that businessman Sir Edgar Speyer be stripped of his citizenship because he
had been born in Germany demonstrates government interference in people's lives. An Atlantic
Monthly essay by the African-American sociologist W.E.B. Du Bois draws attention to the
conflict's origins in imperialist greed in Africa. A poor French girl's thank-you note to a
charitable American demonstrates the plight of Europe's children. And a photo essay of poster
art reveals the passion and propaganda aroused on every side. Such chaos provided a
breeding ground for political extremists, such as the Bolsheviks and later the Nazis, and
unleashed decades of conflict that encompassed colonial wars for independence, World War
II, and the Cold War. The revolutionary changes that resulted and their geographical scope
show how what was known to many as the Great War marked the real beginning of the
twentieth century. This new edition includes an updated introduction with a note on sources
and interpretation, twelve new documents, twenty-seven new sidebars, three new images, and
updated further reading and websites. The new documents add material on colonialism in
Africa and on purely military aspects of the war--for example, an excerpt on the coming of war
in Germany from Stefan Zweig's autobiography; a description of the Brusilov offensive; the
diary of a German deserter, an account of the Christmas truce; soldiers' poetry, a diary from
the Gallipoli campaign; Jan Smuts's report on fighting in east Africa; and a report from the
battle of Jutland. There are also several new literary sources, including a poem by Anna
Akhmatova. The new images are two satirical German postcards and a broadside of the
Proclamation of a Provisional Government of the Irish Republic.
A masterful and comprehensive chronicle of World War II, by internationally bestselling
historian Antony Beevor. Over the past two decades, Antony Beevor has established himself
as one of the world's premier historians of WWII. His multi-award winning books have included
Stalingrad and The Fall of Berlin 1945. Now, in his newest and most ambitious book, he turns
his focus to one of the bloodiest and most tragic events of the twentieth century, the Second
World War. In this searing narrative that takes us from Hitler's invasion of Poland on
September 1st, 1939 to V-J day on August 14, 1945 and the war's aftermath, Beevor describes
the conflict and its global reach -- one that included every major power. The result is a dramatic
and breathtaking single-volume history that provides a remarkably intimate account of the war
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that, more than any other, still commands attention and an audience. Thrillingly written and
brilliantly researched, Beevor's grand and provocative account is destined to become the
definitive work on this complex, tragic, and endlessly fascinating period in world history, and
confirms once more that he is a military historian of the first rank.
A People's History of the Second World War unearths the fascinating history of the war as
fought "from below." Until now, the vast majority of historical accounts have focused on the
regular armies of the allied powers. Donny Gluckstein shows that an important part of the
fighting involved people's militias struggling against not just fascism, but also colonialism,
imperialism, and capitalism itself. Gluckstein argues that despite this radical element, which
was fighting on the ground, the allied governments were more interested in creating a new
order to suit their interests. He shows how various anti-fascist resistance movements in
Poland, Greece, Italy, and elsewhere were betrayed by the Allies despite playing a decisive
part in defeating the Nazis. This book will fundamentally challenge our understanding of the
Second World War – both about the people who fought it and the reasons for which it was
fought.
Reissue of a classic work originally published in 1945
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